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[This treatise by "W. S.'* is assignd to William Stafford on the 
authority of Anthony Wood's Fasti Oxonitnses, in the 2nd or posthumous 
edition of his Aih, Oxon. (from his notes) 1 72 1, vol. i. col. 203, and the state- 
ment of Dr Fanner in his Essay on the Learning ofShakspere^ 1767, " I have 
since observed, that Wood is not the first who hath given us the true author 
of the pamphlet." — Variorum Shakspere^ 1821 ; vol. i. p. 346, note.] 
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FOREWORDS. 



Of the Elizabethan Tracts in the Condition-of-Tudar-England- 
Series which the Early English Text Society undertook at my 
request in 1869 (see Report, Jan. 1869, p. 17 — 20), one of the 
earliest in date was the present Examination^ by William Stafford, of 
certain complaints of his countrymen in his day, a.d. 1581. The 
most important work was Harrison's Description of England, a.d. 
1577 — 87, in Shakspere's youth, of which. Book 2 appears with this 
Stafford. The most amusing* was Stubbes's Anatomy of the 
Abuses, or notable Vices and Corruptions, reigning in England in 
1583 — 95 \ and a reprint of this, our member Mr Richard Johnson 
will kindly give us this year. These volumes, together with the 
Tell-troth one — containing reprints of the unique* Teil-Trothes New- 
Yeares Gift, and Passionate Morrice, i593> the very rare Tom Tel- 
troths Message, and his Pens Complaint, 1600, Thomas Powell's Tom 
of all Trades, 1631, and Thos. Pritchard's^ unique' Glasse of Godly 
Low — ^will give a good start to our New Shakspere Society's Shak- 
spere S'England Series, the sixth of the eight Series plannd for it 

This Series may of course run to an almost indefinite extent ; 
and as the Early English Text Society has only too gladly handed 
over to the New Shakspere Society this portion of its work, I hope 
that the new Society will at least reprint the works that the old one 
had undertaken : 

"The Complaint of England, by William Lightfoote, a.d. 1587. 

" A Looking-Glasse for Englande. Wherein those enormities and 
foule abuses may most euidentlie be seene which are the destruction 
and ouerthrow of euery Christian Commonwealth &c., a.d. 1590. 

* Dekker*s Guls Horne-Boak, 1609^ was not included in the list, as Nott's 
edition of 1812 ( ? Halliwell's of 1862) was still in the market ; but the book 
is now in Mr Henry Brown's hands to prepare for a new edition for the New 
Shakspere Society. Dekker's Belman of London, 1608, and Lantkome and 
Candldighty 1 609, prig largely — as does the Groundtoork of Coneycatching^ 
1592 — from Harman's Caveat, 1567. See the edition of the latter by Mr Viles 
and myself, E. E. Text Soc. 1869, p. xiv— xxL 

* Believd so to be. * Or John Rogers's. 



IV 



Forewords. Books to be reprinted. 



" The Mirror and Manners of Men. Written by Thomas Church- 
yard, Gent. 1594. 

" To the Kings most excellent Maiestie. The Hvmble Petition 
of two Sisters : Sie Chvrch and Common-wealth : For the restor- 
ing of their ancient Commons and liberties, which late Inclosure 
with depopulation, vncharitably hath taken away : Containing seven 
reasons as euideuces for the same. [By Francis Trigge.] Londini, 
Impensis Georgii Bishop. 1604." 

Very many lighter and more amusing tracts might be added to 
the list The Committee will be glad to hear of any fresh ones, 
and of any Members who will help, by gifts of money, to present 
Reprints to the Society.^ 

* The Early English Text Society has publisht the following Texts bearing on 
the Language and Social Condition of Shakspere's time : — 

Hume's Orthographic and Congniitie of the Britan Tongue, ab. 161 7 A.D., ed. 

H. B. Wheatley. 4J. 1865. 
Blarly Enjjlish Pronunciatic n, with especial reference to Shakspere and Chaucer, 

by A. J. Ellis, F.R.S. 4 parts, los, each. 1867, 1869, 1871, 1874. 
Queene Elizabethes Ach&demy, a Book of Precedence, &c. Edited by F. J. Fur 

nivall, Esq , with Essajrs on early Italian and German Books of Courtesy, 

by W. M. Rossetti, Esq., and E. Oswald, Esq. 13J. 1869. 
Awdeley's Fratemitye of Vaccabondes, 1561, Barman's Caveat, 1567, &c. (de 

scribing the difierent classes of Rogues). Edited by E. Viles, Esq., and F. 

J. Fumivall, Esq. 71. 6d. 1869. 
{Hugh Rhodes's BiwJk of Nurture^ 1 5 77, Richard Weste's Booke 0/ Demmnor, 

1619, and F. Seager's Sehooit of Verhu, 1557, are in the Babtvs Book, 1868.) 
The Times Whistle, and other Poems, by R. C, a.d. 1616, edited by J. M 

Cowper, Esq. (part of this gives a dark picture of the vices of the time). 

dr. 1871. 
Francis Thynne's Embleames and Epigrams, 1600, from the Earl of Ellesmere's 
• unique MS., edited by F. J. Fumivall, M.A. \s, 1876. 

On the Condition of earlier Tudor England, the E. K Text Soc. has publisht 
(besides Sir David Lyndesay*s Works) : — 

Andrew Boorde's Introduction of Knowledge, 1547, and Dyctary of Hellh, 1542; 
with Barnes in the Defence of the Berd, 1542-3. Edited, with a Life of 
Boorde, and an account of his Works, by F. J. Fumivall, M.A. i8j. 1870. 

England in Henry VIII. 's Time : a Dialogue between Cardinal Pole and Lupset, 
mainly on the Condition of England, written by Thomas Starkey, Chaplain 
to Henry VIII. Edited by J. M. Cowper, Esq. Part II. izs, 1871. 
(Part I., Starkly s Lift and Letters, is in preparation.) 

A Supplycacyon of the Beggers, by Simon Fish, 1528-9 A.D., edited by F.J. Fur- 
nivall, M.A. ; with A Supplication to our Moste Soueraigne Lorde ; A Sup- 
plication of the Poore Commons ; and The Decaye of England by the Great 
Multitude of Sheep. Edited by J. M. Cowper, Esq. 6j. 1871. 

Robert Crowley's Thirty-one Epigrams, Voyce of The Last Trumpet, Way to 
Wealth, &c, 1550-1 A.D., edited by J. M. Cowper, Esq. I2J. 1872. 

The Complaynt of Scotlande, 1549 A. D., with an Appendix of four Contempo- 
rary English Tracts, edited by J. A. H. Murray, Esq. lor. 1872- 1873. 

Henry Brinklow's Complaynt of Roderyck Mors, somtyme a gray Fryre, vnto 
the Parliameut Howse of Ingland his natural! Country, for the R^resse of 



Forewords. Stafford on the dearness of goods. ' v 

Stafford's book is not, like Harrison's, a deliberate description of 
the social state of England at its date (1581), but an inquiry into 
the causes of the dearth or deamess^ of things then prevailing. Of 
the great rise in prices since his youth, Harrison too complains, 
and gives some interesting particulars (pp. 144, 153, 300, &c. of my 
edition). Harrison complains also of an occasional scarcity of 
supplies (p. 302) ; but that there was no general dearth, or scarcity in 
our sense, is clear from the silence of the chroniclers on the point 

The only notice in Stowe of a dearth* in any year near 1 581, is 

certen wicked Lawes, euel Customes, and cruel Decreys (ab. 1542) ; and 
The Lamentacion of a Christian against the Citie of London, made by 
RoderigoMors, A.D. 1545. Edited by J. M. Cowper, Esq. 9^. 1874. 

The Ballad Society has publisht, for Tudor England : — 

Ballads from Manuscripts, vol. i : Ballads on the Condition of England in Henry 
VIII.'s and Edward VI. 's reigns (including the State of the Clergy, Monks, 
and Friars), on Wolsey, Anne Boleyn, Somerset, and Lady Jane Grey, with 
Wynkyn de Worde's Treatise of a Galaunt (ab. 1520 A.D.) ; ed. by F. J. 
Fumivall, M.A., i860, 1872. 

Ballads from Manuscripts, vol. ii : The Poore Man's Pittance, by Richard Wil- 
liams (i. The fall of Anthony Babington ; 2. the Life and Death of Robert 
Devereux, Earl of Essex, beheaded 1601 ; 3. the horrible Treason of the 
Gunpowder Plot) ; Ballads on Queen Elizabeth, Essex, Campion, Drake, 
Raleigh, Frobisher, Warwick, and Bacon ; the Candlewick Ballads, &c. ; 
edited by J. F. Fumivall, M.A., and W. R. MorfiU, M.A. 

Captain Cox his Ballads and Books, or Robert laneham's Letter ; Whearin part 
of the entertainment yntoo the Queenz Majesty at Killingworth Castle, in 
Wanvik Sheer in this Soomerz Progress. 1575. is signified ; from a freend 
officer attendant in the Court, unto hiz freend, a Citizen and Merchaunt of 
London. Re-edited by F. J. Fumivall, with Forewords describing all the 
accessible Books, Tales, and Ballads, in Captain Cox's List, and the Cotn- 
playnt of Scotland^ 154^-9 A.D (so as to show the Literature on which a man 
of the lower middle class in Shakspere's time was brought up). 

Jyll of Braintford, The Wyll of the Deuyll, Talk of ten Wives, ed. by F. J. Fur- 
nivall, M.A. 

* This meaning of dearth is now lost in its second sense of 'scarcity.* The 
first meaning is seen in Chaucer's '*Seint Gregory sayth, that precious clothing 
is culpable for the derthe of it, and for his softnesse, and for his strangenesse and 
disguising," Parson* s Tale, quoted by Richardson, but not in the Ellesmere MS., 
or Harl. 7334. " We should then not only haue dearth^ but also skarcenes of 
come, that we should«be driuen to seeke it from outwarde parties and pay deare 
for it'* p. 47 below, 1. 4 from foot 

' The chief dearth in Shakspere*s time was in 1 594- 5. And as one cause of it 
was the great rains that fell in May, June, July» and September, 1594, and some 
critics date T%e Midsummer Nighfs Dream 1594-5, from its supposd allusion to 
these rains in IL i. 8S-117, I print, at the end of these Foreivords, the passages 
fh)m Stowe relating to this dearth. King John (1595) i^ also supposd to allude 
to these rains and floods, from its storm imagery, its ' river peering o*er his bounds,* 
IIL L 23, iu 'bated and retired flood,* V. iv. 53, &c. &c. 



vi Forewords. High prices in 1574. Stafford's book. 

the following in 1574, — p. 1147, ed. 1605 (the Author's last edition) 
— but the rise in prices was only for a short time : ' 

An. reg. i6b " This ycerc about Lammas, wheate was sold at London for three 

•574. shillings the bushell ; but shortly after it was raised to foure shillings, 

fiue shillings, sixe shillings, and before Christmas, to a noble and seuen 

shillings, which so continued long after : beefe was sold for twenty 

pence, and two and twentie pence the stone, and all other flesh and 

white meats at an excessiue price ; all kinde of salt fish very deere. 

Dearth without as fiue herriugs twopence, &c., yet great plentie of fresh-fish, and oft 

■*****''• times the same very cheape : bay salt at three shillings the bushell, 

&C. All this dearth notwithstanding (thanks be giuen to God) there 

was no want of any thing to him that wanted not money. 

p. 1 149. " This yeare at London after haniest, the price of wheate 
began by little and little to fall from seuen shillings to three shillings 
the bushell : at which price it stayed (little or nothing rising or fall- 
Bay salt de«i« ing) all the yeare after ; but bay salt was raised from three shillings 
to foure, fiue, and sixe shillings the bushell, the like whereof had 
never beene scene or heard within this realme." 

Stowe's words '' there was no want of any thing to him that 
wanted not money " may be taken as telling the real state of the 
case [cp. p. 32 below]. But how about those who did want money, 
or, at any rate, those whose money didn't go so far as in former 
days ? Well, they gnimbrd. And William Stafford, acting as Doctor 
or Counsellor, heard the complaints of a representative of each class 
— a Knight for the land-owners, a Husbandman for the farmers, a 
Merchant for the traders, and a Capper for the artisans — and gave 
his opinion on the reasonableness of their complaints, the causes of 
the high prices they grumbl'd at, and the remedies for these evils. 
In the course of this we get much valuable light thrown on the con- 
dition of England in Shakspere's youth (see especially, p. 28-9, 33-4, 
36, 37, 40, 45, 50-4, 61,63-6, 71-2, 87-91); and hence comes the 
reprint of Stafford's tract in our Sixth Series.* As Mr Matthew has 

* Stowe notes the high prices of grain and food in 1587 : — 
,j8^. The queenes maiesty, foreseeing the generall dtartA of graine, and other vie- 

Proclamation for tuals, growne partly through the vnseasonablenesse of Me yeares past, partly through 
the vncharitable greedinesse of such as be great come maisters, but especially 
through the vnlawfull and ouermuch transporting of graine into forraine countries, 
mder colour of licence granted, by the aduise of her honorable counsel!, published 
a proclamation and booke of orders to be taken by her iustices for reliefe of the 
poore ; notMrithstanding all which, the excessiue prises of graine still increased, so 
that wheate was solde at London for 8 s. the bu^ell, and in some other parts o( 
the realme, for 10. s., I2.s. 13 s. &c. 

' Stafford is quoted several times in the well-known Sir F. M. Eden's " S/a/e 



graine. 



Forewords. Base money coind, then lowerd in value, vii 

dealt, in his Introduction, with the value of the complaints and Staf- 
ford's remedies, I only refer here to my collection of extracts on the 
Enclosures in Tudor times, in my Ballads from MSS,, vol. i, p. 3-56, 
and to Mr J. M. Cowper's editions of England in Henry VIIPs 
time and the Supplications for the Early English Text Society's Extra 
Series (above, p. iv, note). 

As too Stafford agrees with the Merchant (p. 27-8) in attribut- 
ing the original rise of prices to the debasement of our coin by 
Henry VIII, I give here the extracts from Stowe relating to this 
base coinage, its successive falls, and final calling-in : — 



raooey 



(36 Hen, Vill.) 
Base ni< 
coined. 



In this meane space, to wit, on the sixteenth of Maie, proclama- 
tion was made for the enhaunsing of golde to 48. s. and siluer to 
foure shillings the ounce. Also the king caused to be coined base 
moneyes in great abundance, which was since that time, to wit, in 
the fift yeere of King Edward the sixt, called doune, from 1 2 pence 
to nine pence, from 9 pence to 6 pence : and in the seconde yeere 
of Queene Elizabeth called in to her maiesties mints, and there re- 
fined. — Stow^s Annates, ed. 161 5. 

The 9 of July, the base moneies (coyned in the time of King ^^^^^^^ 
Henry the eight, and king Edward the sixt) was proclaimed, the of thVblUc 
shilling to goe for 9 pence, the groate for 3 pence : which tooke "***"*^ 
effect immediately after the proclamation was made. — Stowe's An- 
nates, ed. 1 61 5, p. 605. 

The 1 7 of August, the shilling, which of late was called downe to ?^"** '*." **^ 
nine pence, was called downe to 6.d., the groat to 2.d., the halfe »"«"«*• 
groate to one penny, the penny to an halfe penney. — ib,^ 



X5SX. 

First fall 



cfthePoor,^* 1797 ; and at Vol. I. p. 89 note, he is cited as having influenced the 
Legislature : 

" In imposing restrictions of the exportation of wool, the Legislature seems to 
have adopted the principles of a political writer of the i6th century, who says, 
that, * in order to make tillage as well cherished of every man as pasture, the first 
way is to make the wool to be of as base pryce to the breeders thereof as the 
come is ; and that shall be, if yee make a like restraint of it for passing over sea 
unMrrought, as yee make of come : another is, to increase the custome of woole that 
passeth over unwrought ; & by that the price of it shall be abated to the breeders, 
& yet the price over sea shall be never the lesse.' A compendious or briefe examin- 
ation of certayne ordinary complaints, &c. by W. S. 1581 [p. 44]. This piece, in 
which several important branches of political science (particularly the subject of 
enclosures) are ably discussed in a dialogue between a merchant, a knight, a 
husbandman, a capper, and a doctor of divinity, has been erroneously ascribed 
to Shakesj>eare," &c. &c. 

* On Mary's new coinages in 1553, Stowe says : 

The 4 of September, was proclaimed certaine new coines of gold & siluer : 
a soueraigne of gold of 3as., the halfe soueraigne 15.S., an angell of lo.s., the 



1 Mary. 
New Coiiies. 



money. 



viii Forewords. Base money calld in. Good coind. 

The third and The 28 of September this yeere 1559, proclamation was made, 

last fau of i»M that the Teston, which at first was quoyned for twelue pence, and 
™"** in the raygne of K. Edward the sixt, had beene abated and brought 

downe to sixe pence, should now againe be abated and brought 
downe to foure pence halfe peny, being of the best sorte ; and the 
two other sortes of Testons, being distinguished by seuerall stamps, 
should likewise be abated, viz. the second sort to two pence far- 
thing ; and the third sort was made of no value. And by this pro- 
clamation the olde Groat was also abated, and brought downe to 
two pence, and the old two pence was brought downe to a penny : 
these olde moneys being thus abated, the queene caused them all 
to bee brought into her mint, and according to the last valuation of 
them, shee gaue fine money of cleane siluer for them, commonly 
called Sterling money ; and from this time there was no manner of 
base money quoyned or vsed in Englande, — which had beene vsuall 
and currant throughout this realme in all former ages, — but all 
English moneys were made of golde and siluer, which is not so in 
any other natio« whatsoeuer, but [they all] haue sundry sorts of 
copper money. — ib, p. 646, col. i, 1. 30. 
,55,. The fifteenth of Nouember, the Queenes maiestie published a 

N** TCj^ri proclamation ^ for diuerse small pieces of siluer money to bee currant, 
*^ as the sixe pence, foure pence, three pence, 2 pence, and a peny, 

three halfe pence, and 3 farthings: and also forbad all forraine 
coines to be curra/it within the same realme, as well gold as siluer, 
calling them into her maiesties mint, except 2 sorts of crownes 01 
• gold, the one the French crowne, the other the Flemish crowne : 

whereupon, for the space of halfe a yeere, was weekely brought into 
the Tower of London, 8000, loooo, 12000, 16000, 20000, 22000. 
pound of siluer plates : and as much or more in pistolets, and othei 
gold of Spanish coines ; and one week, in pistolets and other Spanish 
golde, 26000 pound: all these to be coyned with the Queenes 
stamps. — Stouis AnnaUsy ed. 16 15, p. 647, col. i, 1. 50. 

Stafford's tract was reprinted in 1751, and its editor tri*d tc 
prove that Shakspere (then a youth of 17, having perhaps not long 
left school) wrote it, full as it is, of experience, knowledge of life, and 
thought on the social condition of England, and its causes; This 
absurd notion was founded on the " W. S." of the title-page, and on 
Stafford's having, in his Dedication to the Queen, thankt her for hei 
" late and singular clemency in pardoning a certayne my vndutifuli 
misdemeanour." This was supposd to refer to Shakspere's supposd 
stealing of Sir Thomas Lucy's deer, which must have happend, if il 
hapt at all, in 1585-6. The ridiculousness of the idea was exposd 

halfe angell 5.S. ; of siluer, the groat, halfe groat, and penny. All base coines to 
be currant as before. — Staw^s Annala^ ed. 1615, p. 616, col. I, 1. 52. 
^ See it in the Appendix, p. 100 below. 



Forewords. Wm, Stafford not a Papist traitor, ix 

by Dr Farmer in his Essay on the Learning of S/uzkspere, p. 81-4, ed. 
182 1, and he showd, by a reference to Wood's Fasti Oxonienses^ 
(Pt I. col. 378, ed. Bliss), that the 'W. S. Gent:' of 1581 was a 
William Stafford. But that "vndutifuU misdemeanour" which 
Stafford mentions, evidently weighd on Fanner's mind, and so, to 
account for it, he turnd our loyal Protestant Stafford of 1581 into a 
Papist traitor or a conspirator of 1 587, absolutely without any reason, 
so far as I can see, except the chance identity of name : 

" Stafford had been concerned at that time^ and was indeed 
afterward, as Camden^ and other Annalists inform us, with some of 
the Conspirators against Elizabeth, which he properly calls his 
undiutifull behaviour'* — Farmer, p. 83-4, ed. 182 1. 

I can find no notice, in the Domestic State Papers of the time of 
Elizabeth, of any William Stafford being concemd in a plot against 
Elizabeth till \^%i? 

* In Wood's Fasti Oxonienses, pt I. (at the end of vol. 2 of the Athena^ ed. 
Bliss), col. 378, under a notice of William Stafford of Norfolk, a student of 
Christ Church, author of the * Reasons 0/ the War,* 1644, the writer says, ** Be- 
sides this Will. Stafford, was another of both his names, but before him in time, 
author of A Compendium, or brief Examination of certain ordinary Complaints 
of divers of our Country-men in these our Days, &*c. Land, 1581." 

' Camden, in his Annals of Elizabeth, ed. 1625-29, Book iii. p. 192, says : 
" One William Stafford, a young gentleman, and apt to conceive strange hopes, 
whose mother was one of the ladies of honour, and his brother Leger in France." 
' Jan. 7. 7. Confession of Leonard des Trappes, concerning the causes of his con- 
spiring with M. De Bellievre, the French Ambassador, and Mr Stafford, to 
kill the Queen, and the circumstances of his arrest and imprisonment. 
Jan. 9. la " Micaell Mod ye his confession in the aitemone the 9 January 
1586." Touching his conferences with Des Trappes and the French Am- 
bassador for taking away the life of Queen Elizabeth, either by gunpowder 
or by poisoning her stimip or her shoe, or some other Italian devise. 
Jan. II. 15. "The true foundation and manner of the horrible treason," or 
William Stafford* s account of his dealings with Mons. Bellievre, the French 
Ambassador, Des Trappes, his Secretary, and one Michael Modye, in a con- 
spiracy to kill Queen Elizabeth. Conferences between Stafford and the 
Ambassador, Des Trappes introduced by Stafford to Modye in Newgate. 
Discussion whether to kill the Queen by poison or by laying a train of gun- 
powder where she lieth. Discovery of the whole plot, by Stafford, to Wals- 
3mgham. 
Jan. 12. 16. Abstract of the above, with marginal notes in Burghley's hand. 
Jan. 12. 1 7. Notes of the speeches between Mr Stafford and Des Trappes touch- 
ing the plot for the murder of the Queen. 
Jan. II. 18. Notes out of the confessions of Modye and Des Trappes relative to 

tue plot. 
Jan. 14. 21. Interrogatories, in Burghley's hand, for the examination of Des 



X Forewords. Wm. Stafford not Lady Dorothy's son. 

In 3 Notes and Queries^ ix. 375-6, Mr B. W. Greenfield of 
Southampton partly foUowd Dr Farmer, and gave the following 
account of a William Stafford (2), who he said was the author of the 
Briefe Conceipt of English PoUicy, But he offerd no proof of the 
identity of the author with the man whose biography he gave. To 
me the tone of Stafford's book is not that of a man of twenty-seven, 
who afterwards ' became a hanger-on of the court ; ' and I think it 
very improbable — ^almost impossible — that Anthony Wood (who 
baggd every possible writer and known person as an Oxford man) 
or his editor would have left out the fact of William Stafford the 
author being a fellow of New College, Oxford*, when he actuall) 
names him, and distinguishes him from the man and writer who was 
his son, according to Mr Greenfield, Till further evidence is pro- 
duced, I do not accept Mr Greenfield's identification. 

" This William Stafford was second son of Sir William Stafford 
of Chebsey, Knt. (a younger son of the house of Blatherwick), by 
his second wife Dorothy, daughter of Henry Lord Stafford, only son 
of Edward, last Duke of Buckingham. He was bom, March i, 
1553-4, at Rocheford, Essex, an estate of the Boleyns which came to 
Sir William Stafford through his first wife, Mary Boleyn, sister oi 
Queen Ann Boleyn, and widow of William Gary, Esq. In 1564 ht 
was admitted a scholar on the foundation at Winchester College 
{Admissions Book^ Winchester Coll,), In 1571 he was matriculated 

Trappes touching the plot for the murder of the Queen, and for the examin- 
ation of him out of Modye's confession. 

Jan. 14. 22. Translation of the preceding interrogatories in French. 

Jan. 14. 23. Notes out of the confession of Des Trappes, relative to the conspirac) 
to murder her Maiesty. [All these papers have been examined for me.] 

15SS, Aug. 14? 19. Certificate by the Lieutenant of the Tower, of the names o' 
the prisoners in his custody, with the duration of their imprisonment, tht 
Earl of Arundel, three years and four months, from the 1st of April, 1585 : 
Secretary Wm. Davison, one year and six months, from Feb. 14, 1587. Sii 
Tho. Gerard, Thomas Abington, Wiliiam Stafford^ and others. [This v 
indorsed by Burghley **2july 1588," but the dates clearly show it must 
have been in August On the 14th of that month the Council directed a 
letter to Sir Owyn Hopton, Mr Daniel, Francis Bacon, and others, to com- 
mand the keepers of all prisons to make a return of the names of the partie. 
remaining under their several custodies for matters of recusancy, and to dis 
tinguish which of them were Jesuits or priests. Co Reg.] p. 531. 
The only earlier mention of a Mr Stafford (not identifiable with ours) is, 

158 1, July I. The Court. 62. Walsyngham to Burghley. Stay in Mr Stafford^ 
suit. Tlie strange guest (Don Antonio) had audience yesternight. 
* Dr Sewell, the head of New College, does not know any tradition of the 

College Wm. Stafford having been an author. 
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a scholar of New College, Oxford, as a Probationary Fellow — ^not 
being of founder's kin ; — ^in 1573 elected actual Fellow in Arts of 
New College, being then in his twentieth year of age ; and in 1575 
was deprived of his Fellowship in consequence of absenting himself 
from college beyond the prescribed time of absence {Registers^ New 
Coll.), In 1581, was printed his^ Brief e Conceipte of English Policy^ 
in which work he * acknowledges her maiesty's late and singular 
clemency in pardoning certayne his undutiful misdemeaner/ His 
widowed mother, Lady Dorothy Stafford, being in immediate attend- 
ance upon the person of the Queen, as a lady of the bedchamber, 
he became a hanger-on of the court ^ ; and his elder brother Edward, 

* Why his ? Where is the evidence ? 

* What is the authority for this statement as to our W. S., &c ? 

P. S. Mr Greenfield has since been good enough to send me the following letter, 
dated Cranbury Terrace, Southampton, 25 July, 1876, which £uls of course to 
identify our author with the William Stafford it describes : 

" I know not whence Dr Bliss derived his authority for identifying the author 
' W. S.' with William Stafford, But, accepting that assertion, I see no reason 
to doubt that he was a son of Lady Dorothy Stafford. The internal evidence in 
the ' compendium ' — ^which I have quoted in my article in Notes and Queries, viz. 
his ackowledgment of the Queen's clemency towards him, is strongly in favour of 
the author's being a hanger-on of the Court, and coupling this with all that I 
show respecting Lad^ Dorothy's son, William Stafford, as a Winchester College 
Scholar and New College FelUrw, leaves little [? all imaginable] room for doubt on 
the subject. As to Anthony i Wood's silence, there is no force in it. Note, that 
^ Wood is altogether silent about this William Stafford. What I have said about 
his Winchester and New College career is altogether new, and the result of my 
own research, and may be implicitly relied on as fact. To what I have said in 
Notes and Queries respecting his part in the proceedings of Des Trappes, I may 
further refer you to the StcUe Papers in the P. R. O., Domestic Series, Vol. 197, 
No. 15, for January 1586-7, in which William Stafford identifies himself with the 
Stafford family [but not our book] and with the Court ; for he writes, as his 
reason for desiring to go secretly into France, ' I was discontented upon some 
dislike which my Lord of Leicester had conceived of me, and that I had rather 
live there poorlie than remain here despised of so great a man.' The French 
ambassador, in his reply to Stafford, says, . . . ' but in any wise you must con- 
tinue in your brother's favour lest you be suspected.' Here is direct allusion to 
his elder brother, Sir Edward Stafford, who was, at the time, our Ambassador to 
Paris, 

" I doubt whether Anthony k Wood knew who * W. S.*, the author of the 
Compendium, was. . . . [But his assertion is the only ground for trying to turn 
W. S. into Lady Dorothy Stafford's son.] 

*' Again, another reason for his omission in Wood's * Fasti* is that William 
Stafford does not appear to have been at Oxford long enough to have taken 
a Univezsity Degree. No regularly kept Register was extant at Oxford be- 
fore 1574, which may further account for his omission by Anthony si Wood. 
My data are taken direct from Wykham's two Colleges at Winchester and 
Oxford." 
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in 1583, was knighted and sent as ambassador to the court of 
France. 

'' In January, 1586-7, he disclosed a plot against the queen's life, 
projected by Mons. Destrappes, a servant of the French ambassador 
(compare HarL MSS. 36, f. 357, and 288, f. 170-1, with Camden's 
Annals^ 8vo, 1630, pp. 105-6) ; but he was imprisoned in the 
Tower for the part he took therein ; from whence, under date of 
March 19, 1588, he writes to Sir Francis Walsingham, Secretary of 
State (HarL MS. 286, f. 179). 

" He presented to the library of Winchester College the following 
seven works ^ : firstly, on Aug. 22, 1601, Concordantia Bibliorum^ 
being a concordance of the Holy Scriptures after the Latin Vulgate, 
fol. 1600, and * Tht Common Places of Dr Peter Martyr^ translated 
by Anthonie Marten, one of the Sewers of hir Maiesties most hon- 
orable Privy Chamber,' fol. London 1574: secondly, on Feb. 21, 
1609, a copy of Cranmer's, or the Bishop^ Bible, — in compliance 
with the injunction of his mother, to whom it belonged, and who 
gave it to him at the time of her death, which happened on Sept. 
22, 1604. This copy of the English translation of the Old and New 
Testaments, black-letter, fol. 1541, is in five parts, separately bound, 
m thin covers of vellum ; and each part having a separate title-page, 
that of Part I only being wanting. On the outer sides of each cover 
is stamped, in gold lettering, ' Dorothie Stafforde.' At a sale, in 
August 1857, at Messrs SoUieby and Wilkinson's, a complete copy 
of this edition of Cranmet^s Bible sold for 90 /. Thirdly, on May 
30, 161 2, .^ General Historie of the Netherlands^ by Edward Grime- 
ston, fol. London, 1608. This and the two following works bear his 
autograph written on the title-page thus : * W. Stafforde * — A Gene- 
ral Inventorie of the History of France to the Treaty of Vervins in 
1598, by Ihon de Serres; translated by Edward Grimeston, fol., 
London, 1607 ; The General Historie of the Turks, by Richard 
KnoUes, fol., London, 1603; and Tortura Torti by Lancelot 
Andrews, D.D., Bishop of Ely (being an answer to the treatise ot 
Cardinal Bellarmin on King James's Defence of the Right of Kings), 
4to, London, 1609. 

"About the year 1593 he married Ann, daughter of Thomas 
Gryme of Antingham, Norfolk ; after which time, he resided chiefly 
in Norfolk. He died on Nov. 16, 10 Jac. 1612 {Inq, P, M. i Car. 
p. I, No. 97), leaving, — with a daughter Dorothy, who became the 
wife of Thomas Tyndale, Esq., of Eastwood Park, Gloucestershire, 
and ancestress of the Tyndales of Bathford, Somersetshire — an only 
son, William Stafford, who was bom about Sept 30, 1594 ; became 
a student of Christ Church, Oxford, and was made M.A. March 5. 
161 7-8. On the death of his uncle, Sir John Stafford, Knt, x./. in 
1624, he succeeded to the estate of Marl wood Park, in Thombury, 

^ Why didn't he present too his own tract, if he wrote the Briefe Conceipt in 
1581? 
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Gloucestershire, under the limitations of the royal grant, dated June 
5, 26 Eliz. 1584, of that property to Lady Dorothy Stafford for her 
life, with remainders : firstly to her younger son John, and his issue ; 
then to her Son William, and his issue male ; then to Sir Edward 
Stafford, Knt., her Son and heir apparent, and his issue male ; then 
to the heirs of the body of the said Lady Dorothy {Fat. Roll^ 26 
Eliz. p. 16). He was the author of a little pamphlet, entitled 
* Reasons of the Wary or an orderly and plain narration of the be- 
ginning and causes of the War, with a conscientious Resolution 
against the Parliament Side,' printed in 1644. The issue of this 
William Stafford became extinct in the male line on the death of 
his grandson Edward Stafford, Esq., 5./., who died at Constantinople 
in August 1720. (Decrees enrolled in Chancery ^ 12 Geo. I. p. 39.) 
B. W. Greenfield, Southampton'' 

Stafford's tract was also reprinted in the ninth volume of the 
Harkian Miscellany. 

As to Stafford's rank or profession, he calls himself Gent[leman] 
on his title-page ; and he elsewhere, as his Doctor, takes the charac- 
ter of a layman. If he was really one, we must admit that in his 
Doctor's last long speech, p. 91-7, he was speaking dramatically ; for 
surely, only as a parson could he have there utterd what he does, 
or proposd a General Council, with a representative appointed for 
the Whore of Babylon (the Pope, p. 99), as the best means of set- 
tling the religious differences in England. He says but litde of himself 
m his Dedication, p. 3-4 below. I can find no further trace ^ of him. 

For bearing the cost of the present Reprint, the Society is in- 
debted to the Rt. Hon. the Earl of Derby, Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs, &c., and one of the Vice-Presidents of the New 
Shakspere Society. But Lord Derby is in no way responsible for 
the choice of the book, or any of the opinions expresst in the original 
edition or this Reprint. He was good enough to leave to me the 
application of his money gift; and he will not see the present edition 
till it is issued complete. In the name of all our Members I thank 
Lord Derby for his present to us. May other Members soon follow 
the example of him and Prince Leopold ! 

To my friend and colleague, Mr F. D. Matthew, for his valu- 
able Introduction, and to my friend Miss Isabel Marshall, for her 
indexes, my thanks are hereby returnd. 

F. J. FURNIVALL. 
3 St Geor^is Sq,, N.W., July 10, 1876. 

* I assume that he was not the * Wm Stafford, B.D. 1537,* who * was prior of 
the Dominicans at Stamford, and, with 8 friars, surrenderd that house to the 
King, 7 Oct. 1538.'— Cooper's Ath. Cant. 
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Extracts from Stowe as to the Rains and Dearth in 1594-5. 



•real raynes 



BridG:es at 
Cambridge and 
at Ware borne 
downe. 

Price of graine 
ereate, when 
God sends 
plenty. 



1595. 
Dearth of com 
& other victual 



Disordered 
youths punished. 



Dearth of vic- 
tuals. 



Stow^s Annales, continued by £dm. Howes to 1614, ed. 1615, 
p. 768, col. 2 : 

(36 Eliz. A,D. 1594.) This yeare in the moheth of May, fell 
many great showres of rayne, but in the moneths of June and July, 
much more : for it commonlie rained euery day, or night, till S. 
yames day, and 2 dayes after together most extreamely, all which 
notwithstanding, in the moneth of August, there followed a faire 
haruest, but in the moneth of September fell great raynes, which 
raised high Waters, such as stayed the carriages, and bare downe 
Bridges, at Cambridge, Ware, and elsewhere, in many places. Also 
the price of grayne grew to bee such, as a strike or bushell of Rie 
was sold for s.s., a bushell of Wheat for sixe, seauen, or eyght shil- 
lings, &c., for still it rose in price : which dearth happened (after 
the common opinion) more by meanes of ouermuch transporting, by 
our owne Marchants for their priuate gaine, than through the vnsea- 
sonablenesse of the weather passed. 

This yeere, by meanes of the late transporting of graine into 
forraine countries, the same was here growne to an excessiue price, 
as in some places from 14 shillings to 4 markes the quarter, and 
more, as the poore did feele; for all things els^ whatsoeuer was suste- 
nance for many was likewise raised without all conscience and rea- 
son. For remedie whereof, our marchants brought backe from 
Danske much Rie, and some Wheate (not of the best) but passing 
deare, yet serued the turne in such extremitie : Some prentises & 
other yoong people about the citie of London, being pinched of their 
victuals more then they hadde bee fie accustomed ^ tooke from the market 
people in Southwarke, butter for their money, paying for the same 
but three pence the pound, whereas the owners would have had 5 
pence. For the which disorder, the sayd yoong men, on the twenty- 
seuen of June, were punished by whipping, setting on the pillorie, 
and long imprisonment 

In this time of dearth and scarcity of victuals, at London, an 
hens eg was sold for a peny, — or three egs for two pence at the 
most, — a pound of sweet butter for y.d., and so the like of fish or 
flesh, exceeding measure in price : such was our sins deseruing it^ 



An, refc. 4a 
Pepper S.s. the 
pound. 



^ The price of pepper, raisins, and wine, in 1598, we get from a passage on p. 
786, col. I :— 

This yeere, against Christmas, Pepper was solde at London for eight shillings 
the pounde, a matter then much noted . . . Also raysons was this yeare solde 
for six pence the pounde : Gascoine wine, two shillings eight pence the gallon, 
and sweete Wines for foure shillings the Gallon, &c. 
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ib. p. 782, col. I. An. reg, 39. a.d. 1597. This Sommer, by a Dearth of 
reason of much rayne, and great floods, come waxed scant, so as in *^™*- 
London wheate was sould for tenne shillings a bushell, and Rye for 
six shillings, and Oate-meale at eight shillings a bushell. 

In this moneth of August, the price of Wheate at London fell ^^^^ °^ 
from xiii shillings the bushell, to tenne shillings : Rie, from nine ™*' 

shillings to sixe shillings, and so to three shillings two pence j but 
then arose againe the late greatest price. 



p. XL William Stafford (2), Lady Dorothy Stafford's son. The first letter from 
him among the Domestic State Papers is dated June 10, 1585, at Dieppe. 
"Wm. Stafford to Secretary Walsingham. 

" Pray stand my friend, and excuse me to my'mother, who, though without 
cause, will be very angry with me for this sudden departure. I am now, as ever, 
at your command, and there is no other man living to whom I am beholden. If 
I should live to see my blood shed in your cause, I should think it but some 
recompence for the great good I have received at your hands." [Mrs Green's 
abstract.] Vol. of Addenda, Elizabeth, Domestic State Papers, p. 144. 

In the first part of StaHbrd's confession, speaking of his conversation with 
Chasteauneuf, the French Ambassador to England, and his (W. S.'s) desire to go 
to France, he says : " He promised me letters of credit to those who would do 
me good, but said I must continue in my brother's favour, lest I should be 
suspected." — Ibid, p. 200. That his brother was Sir Edward Stafford, the English 
Ambassador in France, appears from the account of the conference with tlie 
French Ambassador about the discovery of the plot, ibid, p. 200. 

A letter from Henry Smith to his brother Thos. Wilks at the Hague, Jan. 26, 
1587, speaks of the "new conspiracy discovered of late ; " and goes on to say 
that "Lady Stafford and Drury are commanded from the Court, and it is thought 
they will hardly be re-admitted."— 73*/. p. 203. 

A letter from Wm. Stafford to Walsingham (making further disclosures), 
dated the Tower, xgth March, 1588, shows that Stafford was then still in prison 
(Harl. MS. 286, f. 179). A certificate by the Lieut, of the Tower, in August, 
1588 (p. X, note, above), shows he was among the prisoners then. — Ibid, Vol. 
215, 14 Aug. 1588. 

In Stafford's confession or account of his dealings with the French Ambassa- 
dor and others as to the plot, in conversation with Des Trappes, one of the plot- 
ters, the latter urges : " Mr Stafford, if yon wold vndertake this matter, whoe live 
so discontentedlie as you doe, and not likelie anie way to enioye the favor and 
reward due vnto your personne ; " and goes on with the argument that he would 
gain the good will of all the Queen of Scots' allies, and a pension from the 
Pope.— /W^. Vol. 197, 1587 (IS), fo. 31. 

From a list " of all such prisonners as remaine under my chardge and cus- 
todie," sent in by the Lieut, of the Tower. ? 14 August, 1588. 

"January 1$, 1586. William Staffoord & Mychaell Moodie gent, pn'sonn/rs 
one yeare vij monthes for practising with the French ambassador." 

William Stafford was connected with the Queen through his Other's first wife, 
who was Mary Boleyn, sister to Anne Boleyn the Queen's mother. 
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INTRODUCTION 



FREDERIC D. MATTHEW, ESQ. 



In all statements of grievances it is necessary to make allow- 
ance for exaggeration, and this tract is no exception to the rule. 
When we come to examine closely the troubles of the different 
states whose members take part in this dialogue, we do not discover 
any very substantial wrong. The general complaint is of ' dearth/ 
but dearth is used throughout only in the sense of high prices. 
The capper has to pay high wages ; the merchant finds a rise in 
the goods he imports, and the gentleman in those he buys ; while 
the husbandman suffers from enhanced rents, and from the high 
price of implements and clothing. In the discussion we find that 
the only one who has a distinct loss to show is the Knight ; part of 
whose lands are still let on old leases, so that his income is not 
increased in proportion to the general advance. On the other hand 
we see evidence that at least a part of the community was thriving, 
since comforts and luxuries, formerly uncommon, were now widely 
sold and used (p. 51). The smaller conveniences of civilized life, 
such as glass, china, and earthenware, watches, and ornaments of all 
sorts, were in the hands of people whose fathers would not have 
dreamed of indulging in such extravagance.^ Serving men were 
fewer, since the gentry no longer needed a private guard, but they 
were better fed and clothed than they had been (p. 64). More was 
spent than formerly on the building and adornment of houses, and 
on furniture and hangings (p. 66). Such signs of prosperity might 
be delusive. A splendid court and an extravagant nobility may 
exist among a struggling and impoverished people. But wages had 
risen, while provisions do not seem to have been high ; at least in 
relation to other things. '* These many yeares past," we are told, 
" we had Come good cheape inough," and there was no scarcity of 
meat (p. 43). 

In these complaints, where high prices and costly living are 

^ Compare Harrison's Englafui^ Book 2, chap. 12, p. 239, &c, N. Sh. Soc 
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equally prominent grievances, we recognize a kind of talk familiar 
enough to our own ears. In our time the gold discoveries in 
Russia, America and Australia have raised prices and altered some 
relations. Persons with fixed incomes have suffered, and grumbling 
has not been confined to them, but is often to be heard from those 
who on the whole have benefited by the fall in the precious 
metals. A diminution in the exchangeable value of coin, such as 
has marked the past 40 years, was going on in the i6th century, 
and it must have been felt more painfully then than now ; since, not 
only was there the disorganization and discomfort which accom- 
panies all social changes, but there was also a positive loss to the 
country as the new state of things was forced upon it For, in one 
point there is a great difference in the circumstances of England 
now and then. At present the mercantile position of England is such 
that the new gold has flowed from the producing countries direct to 
us, and through us to the rest of the world. In the i6th century, 
the first European country to receive the new treasure was Spain : 
thence it spread over the continent, and came at last to us, mostly 
through Flanders. Now it is evident that for purposes of inter- 
national trade, the nearer you are to the source of new treasure, and 
the sooner prices rise, the better. If goods have gone up in 
Flanders while they are still at their old price in England, we must 
send over our cheap goods to buy their dear ones. In time, prices 
will find their level, but meanwhile we are trading at a loss.^ This 
was the state of things in the i6th century, and the change in prices 
was accordingly worse for Englishmen then than it has been in the 
19th. 

There is one dass of men whose spokesman would have been 
more welcome to us in this conversation than to the well-to-do and 
respectable company assembled at the vintner's. A shrewd repre- 
sentative of the country labourer might have had more solid griev- 
ance to dilate upon than any mentioned here. The inclosures 
which are so strongly blamed, while they were raising the value of 
the returns from the soil, were pressing hard upon the labourers 
and cottars. It must be remembered that inclosure was not exactly 
the same thing then as now. At present it means usually bringing 
into cultivation waste or rough pasture. At that time, although 
proprietary rights over land were well defined, yet the effects of the 
ancient holding in common were much more evident than in our 
day. In many places the small proprietor had his plots of land 

^ Compare the remarks of the Doctor on keeping down prices (p. 83). 
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scattered about the common, as they had been assigned to his 
ancestor. No hedges protected them from cattle ; indeed it would 
have been as difficult to fence them as it would be now to do the 
same thing for the holdings of the French peasant (pp. 46 and 86). 
When the common was to be enclosed it was necessary to get rid 
of these tilled lands, and the lords of manors were not always scru- 
pulous as to the means by which they accomplished this object^ 
Moreover, the peasant driven out of his holding found it difficult to 
get work for himself and his family ; since the pastures employed 
but few hands, and ploughs were being laid down on every side 
(p. 16). Still it is not to be supposed that the results of inclosure 
were altogether bad. The laige demand for wool and leather made 
grazing profitable, while the increase of stock raised largely the 
return of com on the lands still under tillage ; " one Acer bearinge 
as much Come as two most commonly were wont to do." It is easy 
to imagine that in many cases small bits of arable in the hands of a 
poor man who had no stock were an unprofitable possession, which 
he was not unwilling to sell to his wealthier neighbour. We may 
judge that the process, in spite of individual hardship, was on the 
whole beneficial, by our author's own words, " we see the countryes 
where most Inclosiers be, are most wealthy, as Essex, Kent, North- 
amptonshyre," &c. (p. 40). 

When we come to Stafford's views as to the causes and 
remedies of existing evils, we find a curious mixture of acute- 
ness and prejudice. Naturally enough he believed, as every one 
did then, that it is desirable to gather as much gold and silver 
into the realm as possible. He would gladly prevent its export- 
ation, but is shrewd enough to recognize that no laws can prevent 
its going where it is most called for. On the currency he shows a 
sanity which is not to be met with in all modem writers on the 
subject In pointing out how the debasement of the coin raised 
prices, and still more in his clear statement of the purpose of 
coinage (p. 60), his explanations are admirable. His comparison 
with the town-seal on cloth is tme and to the point. But immediately 
afterwards we find him straying into doubtful paths, led away by his 
horror of paying foreigners for work that could be done at home. 
If we cannot sell only for hard cash, he thinks, we should at least 



^ Ergo ut unus helluo inexplebilis ac dim pestis patriae, continuatis agris, 
aliquot miUia jugerum uno circundet septo, ejiciuntur coloni, quidam suis etiam, 
aut circumscripti fraude aut vi oppressi exuuntur, aut fatigati injuriis adiguntur 
ad venditionem. — Utopia^ lib. I. 
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get in return for our produce something of intrinsic yalue as to raw 
material. To pay foreigners for mere work, even though they do it 
better and cheaper than we could at home, is a waste of treasure. 
Worst of all is it when we sell to foreigners our raw material and buy 
it back manufactured. This discussion, besides being curious as an 
early statement of the theories which were to govern our mercantile 
legislation for more than two centuries, is interesting, as showing the 
advantage of a large scale of manufacture and a trained body of 
workmen, even before the introduction of machinery. Only superior 
skill and a more economical use of labour can have enabled the 
Flemings using our own wool to undersell us in our own markets. 
Stafford's proposal to neutralize their advantages by Customs duties, 
so as at once to lessen our most profitable trade and make our cloth 
dearer, seems in curious contrast to the sensible advice that he gives 
as to free trade in com. But the contrast is only apparent : in 
both cases he is a shrewd empiric, trying a quick way to ends he 
desires. He is nearer the mark when he attributes our weakness in 
manufactures^ to the narrow exclusiveness of the trade guilds. 
These bodies, which served a good purpose in their first growth, and 
which as yet showed no signs of the splendid uselessness that 
awaited them, were already tainted with the common vice of cor- 
porations ; regarding as their first object the selfish interests of their 
members, so that in their care for monopoly they refiised oppor- 
tunities of improvement The strangers who " were better workmen 
than were any in the town " received no welcome from a guild, 
which cared more for its privileges than the advancement of its 
craft ; while close organization prevented the individual master from 
usmg the skill of the new comers to forward his private interest 
The smaller the community the more fatal was this exclusiveness. 
Great cities like Ghent or Bruges might have activity enough in 
their staple trades to ensure advance and improvement, but a manu- 
facture in the hands of a few monopolists must fall into routine and 
decay. It was here rather than in alteration of the Customs ; in 
greater freedom, not in more restriction, that there was a chance 
for England to outstrip the continental manufacturers. When 
religious persecution drove its victims to our shores, they brought 
with them instruction, which far more than repaid the hospitality 
they received 

^ It is to be noticed that he says that the French are better off for manufoc- 
tnres than we are (p. 70), and that he counts among the things which we must 
import, iron, steel, and salt 
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One other point deserves notice as showing how this dialogue 
reflects the current thought of the time. When the husbandman is 
made to attribute the advance in prices to the gentlemen who 
** raise the price of their lands, and take pastures and farms into 
their hands," he is not speaking merely at random, or from the pre- 
judices of his order, but giving utterance to a widespread opinion. 
Thus we find in BrinkloVs Gmplaint: '' This inordinate inhansing 
of rentys, which is sprong up within fewe yerys past, must nedys 
make all things deare, as well pertaynyng to the back as to the 
belly, to the most gret dammage of all the kyngs subjectys, landyd 
men only except Yea, and evyn thei Uiemselves were more 
welthyer whan their landys went at the old piyce. For why? 
Thei bye all things the dearer, &c" ^ What shows most the hold 
of this opinion is that the Doctor, who backs up the Knight in his 
reply to the husbandnum on this point (p. 35), himself gives way to 
the same fancy later, when after ascribing the rise in prices to the 
debased coinage, he b posed by a reminder that the coin has been 
restored (p. 82). It is only then, and almost unconsciously, that for 
a moment he hits upon the true cause of the ' dearth ' ; "the great 
store and plenty of treasure, which is walking in these parts of the 
world far more in these our dayes then ever our forefathers have sene 
in times past" ^p. 82). Here, at agreement with him, I may leave 
Stafford to speak for himself. To call him a scientific economist 
would be extravagant ; he was not two centuries in advance of his 
time ; but his speculations are always acute, and in the course of 
them he tells us much of the England of his time. 

^ Brinklow's Complamt^ p. 10. 
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*TO THE MOST VER- ^:^^i; 

tuous and learned Lady, my most 

itatt Attn ^OMvaitnt Vvintnw Eli- 
zabeth, by the Grace of God, 
^nttnt Ot England, Fraunce, Atlll 
Ireland : Defendreife of the 
Fayth. &c. 

I Hereas there was neuer anye thinge hearde of in 
any age pafl hetherunto, fo perfeAly wrought 
and framed, eyther by Arte or Nature, but that 
it hath at fome time, for fome forged and fur- 
my fed matter, fuflayned the reprehenfion of 
fome enulous perfons or other : I doe not much 
meruayle, mofl mighty Princefle, that in this 
your fo noble & famous a gouemment, (the Glory whereof is now 
longe fithence fcattered and fpread ouer the whole face of the Earth,) 
there are, notwithflanding, certayne euill-difpofed people, fo blinded 
with malice, and fubdued to their owne parciall Conceiptes; that as 
yet they can neyther spare indifferente iudgements to conceyue, or 
reuerent tongues to reporte a known truth, touching the perfedion of 
the fame. But for thefe men, as they are (no doubt) fufficiently re- 
futed by the teflimonies of their owne confciences : fo are they mofl 
certainely condempned by the common confent of all fuch as are wyfe 
or indifferent. And although this be of itfelfe fo cleare and manyfefl 
that it cannot bee denied, yet could not I forbeare (mofl renowmed 
foueraigne) being as it were inforced by your Maieflies late & fingular 
clemency in pardoninge certajrne my vndutifull mifdemeanour, but 
feeke to acknowledge your gracious goodnefle and bounty towardes 
me by exhibiting vnto you this fmall and fimple prefent : wherein as 
I haue inMeuoured in fewe wordes to aunfwere certayne quarells and .•leaf**, bMk) 
obiedions dayly and ordinarily occurrent in the talke of fundry men, 
fo doe I moft humbly craue your Graces fauourable acceptation 



4 The Epistle. 

thereof: proteflinge alfo with all humility^ that my meaninge is not 
in the dlfcourfe of thefe mattera heere difputed, to define ought which 
may in any wife founde preiudiciall to any publicke authority, but 
only to alleadge fuch probability as I coulde, to dop the mouthes of 
certayne euill-affe6ted perfons, which of their curiofity require farther 
fatifladlion in thefe matters, then can well fland with good modedy. 
Wherefore as vpon this zeale & good meaning towards your eftate, I 
was earneflly moued to vndertake this enterprife, and in the handlinge 
thereof rather content to (hewe myfelfe vnfkilfull to others, then vn- 
thankfull to you : fo prefuminge of your auncient accuftomed clem- 
ency, I was fo bould to commit the fame to your gracious protedion, 
fully perfwading and aifuring myfelf, that it would generally obtajme 
the better credit & entertainment among others, if your Maiedies name 
were prefixed, a[n]d it were a moft rich lewell and rare Ornament to 
beautifie and commend the fame. God preferue your Maiefty with 
infinit increafe of all his bleflings befiowed vpon you, and graunt that 
your dayes of life here vpon the earth may be extended (if it be his 
good will) euen far beyonde the ordinary courfe of Nature : that as 
you haue already fufficie/Uly rayghned for your owne honour and 
glory to lad withall poderities : fo you may continew and remaine 
with vs many more yeares, euen to the full contentation (if it may fo 
be) of vs your louing fubieds, and to the perfect edablilhing of this 
fioridiing peace & tranquillity in your common weale for euer. 

YOVR MAJESTIES 
mod faythfull and 
louing Subie6t 
W. S, 
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A Briefe conceipte touching cfoixi 

THE COMMON WEALE 

OF THIS REALME 

OF ENGLAND. 

ONSIDERING THE diuerfe and fundiy com- 
plaints of our countreimen in thefe our daies^ touch- 
ing the great alteration of this common wealthy within 
the compafTe of thefe few yeres lately paft, I thought 
good at this time to fet downe fuch prohahle difcourfe 
for the occafion hereof, as I haue hearde oftentimes vttered by men of 
(bunde leamyng and deepe iudgement. And albeit I am not one 
to whome the coniideration and reformation of the fame doth efpe- 
cially belong; yet, knowing my felfe to bee a Member of the fame 
Common weale, and to further it by all the wayes that poffibly I 
may, I cannot recken and account my felfe a meere draunger to this ^^ Qum {g 
matter : no more than a man that were in a Shippe, which being in straunger to 
daunger of wracke, might fay, that becaufe he is not (percafe) the weale he is 
maifter or Pylate of the fame, the daunger thereof doth pertayne no- "^ 
thing at all to him. Therefore, hauinge nowe fufiycient leafure from 
other bufineiTe, mee thought I coulde not apply my fhidy to a better 
end then to publifhe & make relation of fuch matters as I haue hearde 
throughly difputed herein. 

Firil, what thinges men are moft grieued with ; than, what fhould 
bee the occafion of the lame ; And that knowne, how fuch greues 
may bee taken away, and the Hate of the Common weale reformed 
agayne. And albeit yee might well fay, that there be men of greater 
wittes then I, that ^haue that matter in charge, yet Fooles (as the i:iFoLi,1imI0 
Prouerbe b) fometimes fpeake to the purpofe : and, as many heads, 
fo many wittes j and therefore Princes, though they bee neuer fo wyfe 
themfelues, (as our mod excellent Prynce is,) yet the wifer that they 
be, the moe counfellers they will haue, (as our noble and gratious 
Queene doth daily make choyfe of. more,) for that that one cannot 
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peroeaue, another doth difcouer ; the giftes of wits be fo diuerfe, that 
fome excelles in Memory^ fome in Inuention, fome in ludgement, 
ibme at the firil light ready, & fome after long confideration ; & 
though each of thefe by them felues do not feuerally make perfit the 
matter, yet when euery man bryngs in his gyfte, a meane witted man 
may of all thefe (the beft of euery mans deuife being gathered to- 
gether) make, as it were, a pleafaunt and perfed Garlonde, to adome 
and Decke his head with all. Therefore, I would not onely haue 
learned men, whofe Judgements I would wyfhe to bee cheyfly e- 
fteemed herein ; but alfo Marchaunt men, Hu(bandmen, & Artificers, 
which in their callinges are taken wyfe, freely fufFered, yea, and pro- 
uoked to tell their Aduyfes in this matter. For fome poyndes in 
their feates they may difclofe, that the wyfeft in a Realme cannot 
vnfoulde againe. And it is a Maxime, or a thinge reoeyued as an in- 
fallible verity among all men, that euery man is to bee credited in that 
Arte that hee is moft exercyfed in. For did not ApelUs, that excellent 
Paynter, coniider, that when hee layde forth his fyne Image of Fenus 
to bee feene of euery man thai pail by, to the intent, he hearing euery 
mans iudgement in his owne Arte, might alwayes amend that was a 
myile in his worke, whofe Cenfures hee allowed, fo longe as they kept 
them within their owne Faculties, and tooke not vppon them to 
meddle wkh an other mans Arte ; fo, percafe, I may be aunfwered as 
hee was, yet I refufe not that, if I paife ^my compaiTe; but, for as 
much as moft of this matter contayneth Pollicy, or good gouem- 
ment of a common weale, beinge a Member of Philofophy moral, 
wherein I haue fomewhat fhidyed, I ihall bee fo bolde with my coun- 
treymen, who I doubt not will condrue euery thinge to the beft, as to 
vtter my poore and fimple conceipt herein, which I haue gathered out 
of the talke of diners and fundry notable men that I haue hearde 
reafbn on this matter ; and though I (hould herein, percafe, moue fome 
thinges that were openlye not to bee touched, as in fuch cafes of dif- 
ceptacion is requilite, yet, hauinge refped to what ende they bee 
fpoken, I truft they can offend no man ; for harde were it to heale a 
foare that a man woulde not haue opened to his Phyfition, nor yet a 
furfet that a man woulde not declare the occafion thereof. Therefore, 
now to goe to the matter, vppon boldnefle of your good acceptation, 
that kinde of reafoning feemeth to mee befl for boultinge out oi the 
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tnith, which b vfed by waye of Dialogues, or coUoquyes, where reafons 

bee made too and froe, as well for the matter intended, as agaynft it. 

I thought beft to take that way in the difcourfe of this matter, which 

is, firft in recounting the common and vniuerfall grieues that men 

complayne on now a dayes 3 fecondly, in boulting out the verye The sumrne of 

caufes and occafions of them ; thirdly and finally, in deuifinge of 3^]^^°'^ 

remedies for all the fame. Th refore, I will declare vnto you what 

communication a Knight had betweene him & certayne other perfons 

of late, about this matter, which, becaufe it happened betwene fuch 

perfons as were Members of euery flate that finde themfelues grieued 

now a dayes, I thoughte it not meete to bee forgotten, to lett you 

vnderfland that Me perfons were thefe : A Knight, as I layde firft, a 

Martchaunt man, a Do&or, a Hulbandman, and a Crafles man. And 

fird, the Knight rehearfed /Ae communication in this manner eu- 

fuinge : — 



[FoL«.backJ 



Knighte. 



Marchaunt 



Knight 

Marchauift 

Knight. 



C'FoLsl 




14 A briefe Conceipt 



THE FIRST DIA- 

LOGVE. 

Fter I and my Fellowes^ the luftices of peace of 
tills Comminalty^ had the other day declared the 
Uuenes highnes coramilfioa touching diuers 
matters, & geuen the charge to the enqueft ; I, 
t^ing both weary of the heate of the people & 
iioyfe of the fame, thought to deale to a frieiides 
houfe of myne in the towne, which felles Wyne, 
to the intent to eate a morfell of meate, for I was then filing, taking 
with me an honed hulbandman, whom, for his honed and good dif- 
cretion, I loued vexy well 5 whither, as we were comne, & had but 
(kant (it downe in a clofe Parloure, there comes me in a Marchaunte 
man of that city, a man of eilimation and fubftaunce, and requires the 
fayde Hufbandman to goe and d3me with him ; nay, (quoth I) hee 
wil not, I truft, now forfake my company, though he fhould fare better 
with you. 

Than (quoth the marchaunt man) I will (end home for a pafiy of 
Venifon that I haue there, & for a friend of mine, and a neighbor, that 
I had bid to dinner, and wee fhalbe fo bolde as to make merry with- 
all heere in your company ; & as for my gued, hee is no (fa^unger vnto 
you neyther. And, therefore, both he of yours, & you of his com- 
pany, I trud wilbe the gladder. 
Who is it? 
Dodor Pandotheus. 

Is he fo ? on my fayth, he (halbe hartely welcome, for of him we 
(hal haue fome good communication and wife, for he is noted a 
learned and a wife man. And immediately /Ae Marchaunt fendes for 
him, and he comes vnto vs, & bryn'geth wyth him an honed man, a 
Capper of the fame towne, who came to fpeake with the fayd Mar- 
chaunt ; than, af^ &]utations had (as yee knowe the maner is) be- 
tweene me and maifler Dodor, and renewinge olde acquayntaunoe. 



of £nglish pollicy. 15 

which had bene longe before betweene ys, we ikt all downe; and when 
we had eate fomewhat to &tiffie the fharpnefle of our ftomackes^ 

On my fajth, quoth the Dodor to me, yee make much a doe. Doctor, 
you that be lufHces of the peace of euerie Countrey, in fitting vpon 
Commiilions almoft weekely, and in cauiinge poore men to appear 
before you, and leauinge the3rr hufbandry vnlookte to at home. 

Surely it is fo. Yet the prince muft be ferued, and the common- Knight, 
weale, for God and the prince haue not fent vs the poore lyuinges 
that we haue, but to doe leruice therefore abrode amonges our 
Neyghbours. 

It is well if yee take it fo, for nature hath grafted that perfwafion Doctor, 
in you, and all other that followes the cleare light of Nature. As 
learned men haue rementbred, faying, we be not borne ondy to our Plato, 
ielues, but partely to the yfe of our Countrey, of our Parentes, of our Cicero. 
KinfTolkes, and partly of our Friendes and Neyghboures ; and, there- 
fore, all good vertues are graffed in vs naturally, whofe efie^ be to That men an 

not'boraeto 

doe good to other, wherein we fhewe forth the Image of God and themseiues 

" oneiy. 

man, whofe property is euer to doe good to other, and to diftribute 
his goodnefle abrode, lyke no Nygarde nor enuyous of any. Other 
creatures, as they refemble nothing of that godly Image, fo they fhidy 
no common vtility of other, but onely the conferuation of them 
ielues, and propagation of their owne kynde. Wherefore, if we looke 
to be reckned moft vnlyke them, being moft yyle, and lykeft to Crod, 
being moft excellent, let vs fhidy to doe good to other, not preferring 
the eafe of this Carkafle, which is like the Brute beaftes, bift rather the 
vertues of the minde, wherein we be lyke God him felfe. 

^Then, (fayd the Hulbandman) for all your paynes, (meaning by Husband, 
me) & all cures alfo, I would yee had neuer worfe Commiflions in ^ 

hand then this is. So wee had loft more dayes workes at our Huf- 
bandry then this. 

Whyfo? Knight 

Mary, for thefe Indofures doe vndoe vs all ; for they make vs to Hnsband. 
pay dearer for our lande that we occupy, & caufes that we can haue 
Ao lande in manner for our money to put to Tyllage -, all is taken vp Compbynt of 

Indosurcs by 

for Pafture ; for Fafture eyther for Sheepe, or for Graftnge of CatteU ; HiubandmcB. 
in fo much that I haue knowne of late a dozen ploughes, within lefle 
compafle then A%!R Myles about mee, layde downe within this feaen 
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jeares ; and where three fcore perfons or vpward had their liuings, 
DOW one man with his Cattell hath all, which thinge is not the leaft 
caufe of former vprores ; for, by thefe Inclofures many doe lacke 
lyuings, and be ydle, & therefore for very neceflity they are defirous of 
a chaunge, beinge in hope to come thereby to fomewhat, and well af- 
fured that howe fo euer it befall with them, it can bee no harder with 
them than it was before ; more ouer, all things are fo deere, that by 
their day wages they are not able to lyue. 

I haue well the experience thereof, for I am fayne to gene my 
loumeimen two pence in a day more than I was wont to doe, and 
yet they fay they cannot fufficiently line thereon. And I know, for 
truth, that the beft hulbande of them can faue but litle at the yeares 
end i and by reaibn of fuch dearth as yee fpeake of, wee, that are Arti- 
ficers, are able to keepe but fewe or no Prentizes, like as wee were 
wont to doe ; and, therefore, Cityes which were heretofore well in- 
habited and wealthy (as yee know euery one of you) are now, for 
lacke of occupiers, fallen to great pouerty and defolation. 

So bee the moft part of all the townes of England, LonMon onely 
except; and not onely the good townes are fore decayed in there 
Howfes, Walles, Streates, and other buildinges, but alfo the countrey in 
their high wayes & Brydges; for fuch pouerty rayneth euery where, that 
few men haue fo much to fpare, as they may geue any thing to the 
reparation of fuch wayes, brydges, and other common eafements ; 
and, albeit there bee many thinges layde downe now which before 
time were occafions of much expences, as Maygames, Wakes, 
Reuels, wagers at (hooting, wredling, running, and throwing the 
done or barre, & befides that. Pardons, Pylgrimages, Offrings, and 
many fuch other thinges, yet I perceyue wee bee neuer the wealthyer, 
but rather poorer ; whereof it is longe, I cannot well tell, for there is 
fuch a generall dearth of all things, as before .xx. or .xxx. yeares 
hath not bene the like, not onely of thinges growinge within this 
Realme, but alfo of all other Marchaundize that wee buy from beyond 
the Sea, as Sylkes, Wynes, Oyles, Woode, Madder, Yron, Steele, 
Waxe, Flaxe, Linnen cloth, Fuftians, Worfteddes, Couerlets, Carpets, 
and all Hearfes, & Tapefhy, Spyces of all fort ; and al Haberdafher 
ware, as Paper, both white & browne ; Glaflfes, afwell drinckinge and 
looking, as for glafinge of Windowes ; Pinnes, Needles, Kniues, Dag- 
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gen, Hats, Cappes, firocbes. Buttons, and Laces. I wot well all theie 

doe cod no we more by tbe thyrde parte tban tbey did but fewe 

yeares agoej than, all kinde of Vidlayle are as deere, or dearer agayne. Dearth of all 

& no caufe of Gods parte thereof, as farre as 1 can perceaue, fot I neuer u^i^ ^ ' 

fawe more plenty of Corne, graflfe, and Cattell of all fortes, than wee 

haue at this prefent, and haue had (as yee know) all thele twenty 

yeares paifed continually, thanked bee our Lorde God ; if thefe In- 

clofures were caufe thereof, or any other thinge els, it were pity but 

they might be remooued. 

Synce yee haue plenty of all thinges, of Corne & Cat^tell, (as yee Knighte. 
fay) then it fhould not feeme this dearth (hould be longe of thefe In- ^'*'°^ ♦'^"^^^ 
clofures, for it is not for fcarcenefle of Corne that yee haue this 
dearth, for, thanked bee God, Corne is good cheape, and fo hath Thatindon- 
bene thefe many yeares paft co/itinually. Than it cannot bee the cause of di» 
occalion of the dearth of Cattell, for Inclofure b the thing that nour- 
iiheth moft of any other ; yet I confeflfe there is a wonderfuU dearth 
of all thinges, and that do I, and all men of my forte, feele moft 
greife in, which haue no way to fell, or occupation to lyue by, but 
onely our laudes. For you all three, — I meane you, my neyirhbour ThatG«ntie- 

, . , . .^ ., , .J? me* feele mort 

the huibandman, you, maitcer Mercer, and you, goodman Capper, J^Jj^**^ '**** 
witA other Artificers, — may faue your felues meetely well. For- 
afmuch as all thinges are deerer then they were, fo much doe you 
axyfe in the pryce of your wares and occupations that yee fell 
agayne. But we haue nothing to fell, whereby we might aduaunce 
the pryce thereof to counterualue thofe things that we muft buy 
agayne. 

Yes, yee rayfe the price of your Landes, and yee take Fermes alfo Husband, 
and pafhires to your ha;?ds (which was wo;it to bee poore mens 
lyuings, fuch as I am), and haue geuen ouer to line onely ypon your 
Landes. 

On my foule, yee fay truth (quoth the Marchaunte), and the [Capper] 
Capper alfo fayd no leife; adding thereto, that it was neuer merry The compiaynt 
with poore Crafts men (ince Gentlemen became Gh-aliers ; for they ^aiast GentSs 
cannot now a dayes (fayde he) finde theyr Prentizes and feruauntes Srames. "* 
meate and drynke, but it coil them almoft double afmuch as did be- 
fore time ; wherefore, where many of myne occupation and other 
like, heretofore haue dyed rych men, and bene able to leaue honeiUy 
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yeares ; and where three fcore perfons or vpward had their liaings, 
now one man with his Cattell hath all^ which thinge is not the lead 
caufe of former vprores ; for, bj thefe Indofures many doe lacke 
lyuings, and be ydle, & therefore for very neceifity they are defirous of 
a chaunge, beinge in hope to come thereby to fomewhat, and well af- 
fured that howe fo euer it befall with them, it can bee no harder with 
them than it was before ; more ouer, all things are fo deere, that by 
their day wages they are not able to lyue. 

I haue well the experience thereof, for I am fayne to gene my 
loumeimen two pence in a day more than I was wont to doe, and 
yet they fay they cannot fufficiently Hue thereon. And I know, for 
truth, that the beft huibande of them can faue but litle at the yeares 
end J and by reaibn of fuch dearth as yee fpeake of, wee, that are Arti- 
ficers, are able to keepe but fewe or no Prentizes, like as wee were 
wont to doe ; and, therefore, Cityes which were heretofore well in- 
habited and wealthy (as yee know euery one of you) are now, for 
lacke of occupiers, fallen to great pouerty and defolation. 

So bee the moil part of all ihe townes of England, Lon^don onely 
except; and not onely the good townes are fore decayed in there 
Howfes, Walles, Streates, and other buildinges, but alfo the countrey in 
their high wayes & Brydges; for fuch pouerty rayneth euery where, that 
few men haue fo much to fpare, as they may geue any thing to the 
reparation of fuch wayes, brydges, and other common eafements ; 
and, albeit there bee many thinges layde downe now which before 
time were occafions of much expences, as Maygames, Wakes, 
Reuels, wagers at ihooting, wreftling, running, and throwing the 
ftone or barre, & befides that. Pardons, Pylgrimages, Offrings, and 
many fuch other thinges, yet I perceyue wee bee neuer the wealthyer, 
but rather poorer ; whereof it is longe, I cannot well tell, for there is 
fuch a generall dearth of all things, as before .xx. or .xxx. yeares 
hath not bene the like, not onely of thinges growinge within this 
Realme, but alfo of all other Marchaundize that wee buy from beyond 
the Sea, as Sylkes, Wynes, Oyles, Woode, Madder, Yron, Steele, 
Waxe, Flaxe, Linnen cloth, FuHians, Worfteddes, Couerlets, Carpets, 
and all Hearfes, & Tapeftry, Spyces of ail fort ; and al Haberda(her 
ware, as Paper, both white & browne ; Glaifes, afweli drinckinge aud 
looking, as for glafinge of Windowes ; Pinnes, Needles, Kniues, Dag- 
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geiSy Hats, Cappes, Broches, Buttons, and Laces. I wot well all thefe 

doe coft nowe more by the thyrde parte than they did but fewe 

yeares agoe j than, all kinde of Vi6tayle are as deere, or dearer agayne, peartii of aii 

ic no caufe of Gods parte thereof, as farre as I can perceaue, foi I neuer uyie! ^ * 

fawe more plenty of Corne, graiTe, and Cattell of all fortes, than wee 

haue at this prefent, and haue had (as yee know) all theie twenty 

yeares pafled continually, thanked bee our Lorde God ; if thefe In- 

clofures were caufe thereof, or any other thinge els, it were pity but 

they might be remooued. 

Synce yee haue plenty of all thinges, of Corne & Cat^tell, (as yee Knighte. 
fay) then it ihould not feeme this dearth (hould be longe of thefe In- '^^ *"**** ^»*»^^ 
clofures, for it b not for fcarceneile of Corne thai yee haue this 
dearth, for, thanked bee God, Corne is good cheape, and fo hath Thatindosn. 
bene thefe many yeares paft co/ttinually. Than it cannot bee the cauMofUus 
occalion of the dearth of Cattell, for Inclofure is the thing that nour- 
ifheth moft of any other ; yet I confeife there is a wonderfuU dearth 
of all thinges, and that do I, and all men of my forte, feele moft 
greife in, which haue no way to fell, or occupation to lyue by, but 
onely our laudes. For you all three, — I meane you, my neyghbour TluitG«niie- 
the huibandman, you, maider Mercer, and you, goodman Capper, snefe by this 
witA other Artificers, — may faue your felues meetely well. For- 
afrauch as all thinges are deerer then they were, fo much doe you 
aiyfe in the pryce of your wares and occupations that yee fell 
agayne. But we haue nothing to fell, whereby we might aduaunce 
the pryce thereof to counterualue thofe things that we mud buy 
agayne. 

Yes, yee rayfe the price of your Landes, and yee take Fermes alfo Husband, 
and pafhires to your ha;7ds (which was wont to bee poore mens 
lyuings, fuch as I am), and haue geuen ouer to line onely vpon your 
Landes. 

On my foule, yee fay truth (quoth the Marchaunte), and the [Capper] 
Capper alfo fayd no lefle; adding thereto, that it was neuer merry Theoowpiaynt 
with poore Crafts men fince Gentlemen became Graders ; for they agaiatt GcnU^ 
cannot now a dayes (fayde he) linde theyr Prentizes and feruauntes Sraracs. 
meate and drynke, but it coft them almoft double afrouch as did be- 
fore time; wherefore, where many of myne occupation and other 
like, heretofore haue dyed rych men, and bene able to leaue honeftly 
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behynde them for theyr Wyfe and Children ; and betides that, leaue 
fome notable bequefles for fome good deede, as to the making of 
Brydges, & repayring of high wayes^ all which thinges goe to wracke 
now euery where. Alfo, fome were wont to buy Laud, e}ther for to 
helpe the poore beginners ' of th'occupations, yea, fome time they 
had fuch fuperfluity as they could ouer fuch bequeftes leaue an other 
Portion to fi nde a Pryfte, or to founde a Chauntry in fome pari (lie 
Church ; and now we are (kant able to line without debt, or to keepe 
few feruaunts, or none, except it be one Prentiz or two. And 
therefore the loumeymen, what of our occupations, and what of 
Clothyers, and all other occupations, being forced to be without worke, 
are the mod parte of thefe rude people that roaketh thefe vprores 
abrode, to the great difquiet, not onely of the Queenes highnes, but 
alfo of her people. And neede (as yee knowe) hath no booty. 

It is true, yee knowe like wife what other notable ads men of 
myne occupation haue done in this City. Before this, yee knowe the 
hofpitall at the townes ende, wherein the freemen decaied are re- 
leaued, how it was founded, not longe agoe, by one of our occupation, 
fuppoling therby that the city iliould be much releaued, which then 
was in fome decay ; and yet it decayeth ilill euery day more and more ; 
wliereof it fhould be longe, I cannot well tell. 

Syr, as I knowe it is true that yee complayne not witAout caufe, 
fo it is as true that I and my forte, I meane all Gentlemen, haue as 
greate, yea, and farre greater caufe to complayne then any of you haue ; 
for, as I fayd, nowe that the pryces of thinges are fo lyfen of all 
handes, you may better lyue after your degree then wee, for you may 
and do rayfe the pr>'ce of your wares, as the prifes of vittayles, & 
other your neceflaries doe ryfe ; and lb cannot we fo much, for though 
it bee true that of fuch landes as come to our handes, eyther by pur- 
chafe, or by determination, and ending of fuch termes of yeares, or 
other EAates, that I or mine auncellors had grauHted them in time 
paft : I doe eyther receyue a better fine than of olde was vfed j or 
enhaunfe the rent thereof, being forced thereto for the charge of my 
houiholde that is fo encreafed ouer that it was j yet in all my *life 
time I looke not that the thyrde parte of my lande (hall come to my ! 
difpolition, that I may enhaunce the rent of the fame, but it (halbe in 
mens holding, either by leafes, or by copy graunted before my time. 
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and dill continuing, and yet like to continue in the fame ftate for the 
rood part during roy lite, and percafe my Sonnes; fo as we cannot 
rayfe all our wares, as you may yours, and as me thinketh it were 
reafon we did ; and by reafon that we cannot, fo many of vs (as yee 
know) that haue departed out of the countrey of late, haue bene 
driuen to giue ouer our houdioulds, and to keepe either a chamber in 
London, or to wayte on the Court, vncalled, with a man and a Lac- 
key after him, where he was wonte to keepe halte a fcore of cleane 
men in his houfe, and xx. or xxiiii, other perfons befides, euery day 
in the weeke^ and fuch of vs as doe abide in the countrey &iU, 
cannot with two hundreth li. a yeare keepe that houfe that we might 
haue don with CC. markes but xvi. yeares pad. And thearefore we 
are forced, either to minidie the third part of our houfehoulde, or to 
raife the thirde part of our reuenewes ; and for that wee cannot fo 
doe of our owne landes, that is allreadye in the hands of other men, 
many of vs are enforced, either to keepe peeces of our owne Landes 
when they fall in our owne podedion, or to purchafe fome F^rme 
of other mens landes, and to dore it with dieepe, or fome other 
cattell, to help to make vp the decay of our reuenewes, and to maine- 
tayne our oulde edate with all^ and yet all is litle ynough. 

Yea, thofe dieepe is the caufe of all thefe mifchieues, for they 
haue driuen hufbandry out of the countrey, by the which was increased 
before all kinde of vidualsj & now all togeether, dieepe, dieepe, 
dieepe. It wa^ farre better when there were not onely dieepe 
ynough, but allfo Oxen, Kine, fwyn. Pig, Groofe, & Capon, Egges, 
Butter & Cheele ; yea, and breade Corne, and Malte come ynough, 
beddes, reared alltogether vpon the fame lande. 

Then the Doctor, that had leaned on his Elbowe all this ^ while 
roadng, fat vp and fayd, I perceaue by you all three, that there 
is none of you but haue iud caufe to complaine. 

No, by my troth, except it be you, men of ike church, which 
trauatle nothing for your lyuinge, and yet haue inough 

Yee fay troth in dede, we haue lead caufe to complaine : yet yee 
know well, we be not fo plentious as we haue bene, the drd fruits & 
tenthes are deduced of our liuiugs ; yet of the red we might Hue well 
ynough, if we might haue quiet nes of miude & confcience withalL 
And, albeit we labour not much with our bodies (as yee fay,) yet yee 
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know we labour wttA our mindes, more to th& weaking of /Ae fame 
then bj any other bodily exercife we ihould do, as we may well per- 
ceue by our complexions, how wan our colour is, how faint and 
fickely be our bodyes, & all for lacke of bodily exercife. 

Mary, I woulde if I were of the Queeues counfell, prouide for you 
well a fine, fo as you ihould neede take no difeafe for lacke of exercife ; 
I woulde fet you to the Plough and Carte, for the deuill a whit of 
good yee doe with your ftudies, but fet men together by the Eares, 
fome with this opinion, & fome with that, fome holding this way, 
& fome an other; and that fo fiifly> as though the troth mufl be as 
they fay, that haue th^ vpper hand in contention ; & this contention 
is not alfo tht lead caufe of former vprores of Me people, fome hold- 
ing of thQ one learning, & fome of tht other. In my minde it made 
no matter, though we had no learned men at all. 

God forbid, neighbour, that it (hould be fo ; how (hould the Prynce 
haue counfailers then ; how (liould we haue chriftian religion taught 
vs ; how {houl[d] we know /Ae eflats of other realmes, & haue ^ cofi- 
ferenc[e] witA them of al contr}'es, except it were throug[h] learning, 
& by /Ae benefit of Letters ? 

Care not therefore, goodman capper ; yee fliall haue few ynough 
of learned men witAin a while, if this world hold on. 

I meane not but I would haue men to learne to wryt & reade, 
yea, & to learne /Ae languages vfed in countreies about vs, thai we 
might write our mindes to them, & they to vs; yea, and thai *wee 
might reade /Ae holy fcriptures in our mother tongue ; & as for your 
preaching (except yee agree better), it made no matter howe lide wee 
had of it, for of dyuerfity thereof cometh thefe diuerfides of opinions. 

Then yee care for no other fciences at all, but the knowledge of 
tongues, and to wryte & reade ; and fo it appeares well that yee be 
not alone of that mynde, for nowe a dayes, when men fendes their 
fonhes to /Ae Uniuerfities, they fufFer them no longer to tary there, 
then they may haue a litle of the latin tongue ; & then they take them 
away, & beflow them to be Clarkes with fome man of Lawe, or fome 
Auditor and Receyuer, or to be a Secretary with fome great man or 
other, and fo to come to a lyuing, whereby the Uniuerfities be in 
maner emptied, and as I thinke will be occafion that this Realme 
within a fhorte fpace will be made as empty of wife and poUidque 
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men, and confequently barbarous, and at the lafl thrall and fubied to 
other Nations whereof wee were Lordes before. 

Grod forbid that we that bee Gentlemen fhoulde not with our Knight. 
pollicy in warre, prouide that we come not in fubiedion of any other 
nation ; and the floutneffe of £ngly(he heartes will neuer futifer that, 
thoughe there were no learned men in the Realme at alL 

Well, an empyre or a Kingdome is not fo muche won or kept by Doctor, 
the manhode and force of men, as it is by wifedorae and policy, 
which is gotten chiefly by learning; for wee fee in all kindes of Whether a <»*•- 
gouemaunce, for the moft parte, the wyfer forte haue the foueraygnty may S^yveii 
ouer the rude & vnlearned, as in euery houfe the moft expert, in without leax^ 

niiig. 

euery City the wifeft & moft fage, and in euery common weale the 
moft learned, are mofte commonly placed to gouerne the reft ; yea, 
among all nations of the worlde they that be polytique and ciuile doe 
mayfter the reft, thoughe their forces be inferior to the other. The 
£mpyres of the Greekes & Romaines ^doe declare that, among whom, [> FoL 7] 
like as learning and wifedome was moft efteemed, fo the Empyres That the lear- 
were fpread wideft, and longeft did continue of all other. And, why way the soue- 
ftiould you thinke it ftraung, that you might more be vanquiftied than the^ni^^Md. 
the other were before time, that reckeued themfelues as ftoute men as 
you be, yea, dwellers of this realme, as the Saxons laft were by the 
Normands, and the Romaines by the Saxons afore that, & the Bryt- 
tons by the Romaines fyrft of all. 

There may bee wyfe men ynough, though they bee not learned. Knighte. 
I haue knowne diuerfe men very wife & politique, that know neuer a 
letter on the booke; and contrary wife, as many other learned men that 
haue bene very Idiots in maner for any worldly pollicy that they had. 

I deny not that, but I fay that if fuch wyfe men as yee fpeake of Doctor, 
had learninge to their wits, they had bene more exellent. And the 
other, that yee call ft> ftmple, had bene foolyftie if they had had no 
learninge at all. Exercyfe in warres maketh not euery man meete to whether a 
bee a Captayne, though hee trauaylein it neuer fo longe; nor there is wyse without 

, learning. 

no other fo apt for the warre, but with experience and vfe he is made 
more perftt ; for what maketh olde men commonly more wife than the 
younger forte, but their greater experience ? 

Yea, experience helpeth much the wit of men, I conkHCe. But Knight, 
what doth learning thereto ^ 
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If yee graunt mee that experience doth help^ then I doubte not 
but yee will graunt mee anon» that learni uge doth alfo help much to 
the increafe of wifedome ; let ///at, then, be (et for a fure grounde 
that experience doth further wifdoroe, & take it as it were lAe father 
of wifedome, & memory to be /Ae mother. For, like as experience 
doth beget wifdome as a father, fp memory nouriiheth it as a mother; 
for in vaine fhoulde experience be had, if Me fame were not kept in 
remembraunce. Then if I can iliew you that both expe^rience and 
alfo memory are holpen and farthered by learninge, then yee muA 
needes graunt me, that learning furthers wit and increaleth it \ yeK 
confeffe the experience of an olde man maketh him wifer than the 
younge, becaufe hee fawe mo things then the other. But an olde 
man feeth but onely things of his owne time, & the learned man feeth 
not onely his owne times experience, but alfo that befell iu a great 
many of his aunceftorn, yea, fince the worlde began. Wherefore, he 
mud needes haue more experience then the vnleamed man, of what 
great age fo euer he be, then fo many cafes as he feeth in all that time 
to haue happened, coulde not fo well be remembred of any man, as it 
is kept in memory by wrytings } and then if the vnlearned man once 
forget the thinge hee fawe, hee neuer lightly remembers it againe; 
where as the learned man hath his booke alwayes to call him to 
remembraunce of that hee Ihould els forget. Therefore, as he that 
liueth a hundreth yeares mud needes haue more experience then hee 
that liueth fifty^, fo hee that feeth the chaunces of the worlde as ir 
were in a table paynted afore him of a thoufand yeres, muft needes 
haue greater experience then he that liueth but a hundreth. Alfo he 
that trauaileth many farre Couutryes, hath more experience tlian other 
of like age that neuer goeth out of his natiue countrey. So he that is 
learned, feeth by Cofmography*, hydories, and other learnings, the 
right maner & vfage of euery countrey in the world, yea, of many moe 
then is pofTible for one man to trauayle through, and of thefe that he 
trauaileth much better, doth he learne there by imall taryng, then the 
other (by longer experience) that are all together and wholly vn- 
learned, and confequently more wit, being in capacity and memory 
both els equipolent j & now I am forced to confider the maruaylous 
gyftes that we haue by learning, that is, how learning fupplyeth vn^to 
man the greatefl lack thai fome Wryters haue complayned of, to be 
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in nun kinde, that h, the breuitj of Age^ the grofleneile & wayght of The Tvonder. 
body : where in the firft, diuerfe beafles, as Hartes and many otlier^ we Eaue by 

learoiof. • 

and in the lafl all Byrdes, doe excell man ; for where it is deemed man 
to i'me aboue a hundreth yeares or theare aboutes^ by the benefite of 
learning, he hath the commoditye of the life of a thowfand yeares ', 
yea, two or three thowfandes, by reafon hee feeth the euents and occur- 
rents of all that time by Bookes. And if he fhould haue lined him 
felfe by all that fpace, then coulde he haue had nothinge els to his 
commodity, but that experience of things, the reft had bene but tra- 
uayle ; which experience he hath nowe by letters, and without any 
trauayle in manner at all, and without the daungers that he might 
him felie haue bene in, if hee had lined by all that fpace. As to the 
other poynte, that wee be not fo agill and light as fowles & Byrdes 
of the Ayre bee, as that wee might fturre from on place to an other, 
wee haue the commodity through learning that wee ihould purcbafe 
by fuch Per^rinations, as well as wee ihould if wee might flee from 
one Countrey to an other like Byrdes, and yet with leife trauayle and 
daunger. May wee not through Cofmography fee the fituation, 
temperature, and qualities of euery Countrey in the Worlde, yea, 
better and with leile trauayle then if wee might flee ouer them our 
felues; for that that many other haue learned tlu-ough their great 
trauayles & daungers, they haue lefl to vs to be learned with eafe & 
pleafure. Can wee not^ allfo throughe tlie fcience of Aftronomy [i^r^.wm] 
knowe the courfe of the Pianettes aboue, and theyre coniundions and 
Afpedes^ as certaynely as if wee were amonge tliem ? yes, furely that 
wee may : for tell mee, how came all the learned men heare to fore to 
the exade and perflt knowledge thereof? came they not to it by con- 
ference be marking of circumftances ? (yes in deede), fo that out of their 
writings we learned it; ^and to the knowledge whereof by light [>FoL8, iNu:ki 
onely wee could neuer attayne, though wee were as agill as any Byrde. 
What is there els profitable or neceilary for the coniun6t of mans life That there u 
heare in earth, but in learning it is taughte more perfedly and more u^iiude more' 
compleate than any man can leame onely by experience all dayes of his Qrning. 
life ? no not fo much as your Feate in warre, fir Knight, no, nor your 
Feate, good Hulbandman, but that either of them are fo exadtly taught 
and fet forth in learning, as that neither of you, both though yee be 
neuer fo perfed in the faid Feates but might leame many poyntes 
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moe than euer yee faw before^ by experience in either of them, as 
you, lir Knight, in Vigetius, and you, good Hulbandman, in Columella, 

I (ay agayne, might wee not haue that in our £ngli{h tongue, & 
reade them ouer, though we neuer went to fchole r 

Yea, well ynough, and yet fhoulde yee bee farre from the perfed 
vnderilanding of them, except yee had the help of other fciences, that 
is to fay, of Arithmetique, in difpodnge and ordering your men ; and 
Geometry, in deui(ing of Engines to winne Townes and FortraiTes, & 
of Brydges to pafle ouer, in the which Cafar excelled other by reafon 
of the learning that hee had in thofe fciences, and did wonderful! 
feates which an vnlearned man coulde neuer haue done; and if yee had 
warre ouer the Sea, howe coulde yee knowe towards what Coaftes yee 
be Sea dryuen, without knowledge of the latitude of the place by tht 
Poale, and the length, by other ftarres? and you, good hulband, for tht 
perfe6tion of the knoweledge of hulbandry, had neede of fome know- 
ledge in Afbronomy, as vnder what afped of th^ Planets, and in tht 
entry of what figne by the Sunne & Moone, it is time to £are, to 
Dounge, to Sowe, to Reape, to Set, to Graffe, to Cut your Wood, 
your Timber ; yea, to haue fome iudgment of the Weather that is 
like to come, for Inning of your Come and Grade, and houfeinge of 
your * Cattellj yea, of fome part of Phiiick, called Veterinarian where 
by yee might knowe the difeafes of your Beafies, & heale the?//. 
Then, for true meafuringe of lande, had yee not neede of fome know- 
ledge in Geometry, to bee a perfit hulband ? Then for building, whai 
Carpenter or Mafon is fo cunning or expert, but hee might leame 
more by readinge of vitruuius, and other wryters of ArchiieSiure, 
that is to fay, the fcyence of building? and to paife ouer the fciences 
of Logicke & Retorique, whereof the fird trauayleth about Me difcuf- 
cion of the true reafon from the falfe, the other aboute the perfwaiion 
of Mat is to be fet forth to the people, as a thinge to them profitable 
and expedient, whereof a good and perfit counfaylor might want 
neyther 5 well, tell mee what counfayl can bee perfit, what conmion 
weale can bee well ordered vprighte, where none of the Rulers or 
Counfaylors haue (hidied any Philofophy, fpecially the parte that 
teacheth of manners, (the other part of Phylofophy I pafle ouer now, 
which teacheth of natures, and is called phyficke,) what part of the 
conunon weale is negleded by Phylofophy morall ? doth it not teache. 
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firft^ how euery man ihoulde goutme him ielfe honeflty ; Secondly, 
how he ihould guide his family wifely and profitably ? And thirdly, 
it fheweth how a Cyty or a Realme, or any other common weale 
ihould bee well ordered and gouemed, both in time of peace, and alfo 
warre. What common weale can bee without either a Gouemer, or 
Counfaylors, that ihoulde bee expert in this kinde of learning ; this 
confirmeth the poynt that wee now talke of; [if] men experte in this 
Science were confulted and followed, the commen weale ihoulde bee 
ordered, as fewe ihould haue caufe to complayne; therefore fayd 
Pleito, that diuine Philofopher, that happy is that Commonweale Plato, 
where either the Prince is a Phylofopher, or where a Philofopher is the 
Prince. 

I had weened before, that there had bene no other lear^ninge in Knight 
the world, but that thefe men had, that be Dodors of Diuinity, or of f* *"***■ «• ^^^ 
the Lawe, or of Phificke -, whereof the iiril had all his cunning in 
Preaching, the fecond in matters of the fpirituall lawe, and the third 
in phificke, & in looking on difealed mens water ; mary, yee tell me 
now of many other fciences, very necefl&ry for euery common weale, 
which I neuer heard of before : but eyther there be fewe of thefe 
Dodors that can (kill of them, or els they difclofe but litle of their 
cunning. 

Of truth there be to fewe of them that can (kill of thefe fciences Doctor, 
now a dayes, and of thole there be too fewe of them that are eileemed 
any thing the more for their knowledge therein, or called for to any 
counfell. And therefore others, ieeing thefe Sciences nothing eileemed 
or iet by, they fall to thoie fciences that they fee in fome pryce, as to what maieeth 

learned men to 

Ditunity, to the Lawe, and to Phiiicke ; though they cannot bee per- be so fewe. 
fit in any of thefe, without the knowledge of the fciences aboue 
touched 3 and therefore it is ordayned by Uniuerfities, that iiril men 
ihould bee Bachelers and Mailers of Artes, ere they ihould come to 
Diuinity 5 and theie Artes bee the feuen liberal) fciences, as Grammer, 
Logique, Rhetorique, Arithmetique, Geometry, Muficke, and Aiirono- 
my ', and now they (kip ouer them, and fall to Diuinity by and by, 
before they haue gotten or purchafed them any iudgment through the Younge studi- 
forefayd fciences, which maketh them to fall to thefe diuerfities of waiesouer 

hasty in vtte* 

Opinions that ye fpeake of; for all beginners in euery fdence be very nog their iudr 
quicke and ouer-haily in geuing their iudgment of thinges (as expe 
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lienoe teacheth euery man) ; & then» when thej haue once vtteted 
their iudgmeiites k opinions, they will fee nothing that will founde 
contrarj to the fame, but ejther they will confbue it to their owne 
phanta(y, or vtterly deny it to be of any authority. Pythagoras, to his 
icholers ihat came to leame his prophane fciences, commaunded 
filence for feuen yeares, that by all ihat fpace they Ihould be hearers 
onely, and no reafoners: and Mn this Diuine fctence, euery Boye that 
hatli not red fcripture pad halfe a yeare» Ihalbe fufiEered, not onely to 
reafon and enquire of things (for that were tollerable)» but to affirme 
newe and fbaunge interpretacions vpon the fame, neuer heard of be- 
fore. What ende of Opinions can there bee while this is fuifered ? 
Alio Plato forbad any man to come to his fchoole that was ignoraunt 
in Geometry; and to this highe fchoole of Dyuinity, he that knoweth 
not his Grammer, much leiTe any other fcience, (hall be admitted at 
the firft j I fay not to leame, for that might bee fuffered, but to iudge ; 
and there commeth in the thinge, that the fame Plato (ayeth to bee 
an onely caufe fufficient to ouerthrowe a whole Common weale 
where it is vied, that is, when they take on them the iudgment of 
things to whom it doth not apertayne, — as youth, of thinges belong- 
inge to olde men, children ouer their fathers, feniaunts ouer their 
maillers, and priuate men ouer their Maieftrates ; what Ship can bee 
longe fafe from wracke, where euery man will take vpon him to bee a 
Pylate? what houfe well gouerned,. where euery feruaunt will bee a 
maifter and a teacher ? I fpeake thus much of the commendation of 
learning, not onely becaufe I heard my freind heere (the Capper) fet 
litle by leaminge, but alfo that I fee many nowe a dayes of his opinion, 
which care nothiuge for any other knowledge, but onely that they 
may wryte and reade, and leame the tongues; whom I can reiemble 
well to thofe men that efteemeth more the Barke then the Tree, the 
Shale more then the Kymell ; wherefore, they feeme to take the bright 
Sunne from the Earth, that would take away learning from vs ; for 
tl.e fame is no more neceflary for the increafe of all thinges on earth, 
then is learninge for the increafe of Ciuility, Wifedome, and Policy 
amonge men. And afmuch as reafonable men doe excell all other 
creatures by the gyft of Reafon, fo much excelleth a learned man 
^any other, through the poliiliing and adorning of Reafon by theie 
Scyences 
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Of my fajth, I am glad it was my chaunce to haue yoa in my Knight, 
company at this time, for of a wile man a man may alwayes leame. 
But mee thought yee Ikyde lately to my neighbour the Capper^ that 
wee ihould haue learned men few ynough within a while, if /Ae 
world did continue. What ment yee thereby, and what (hould be /Ae 
caufe thereof? 

I (hewed you all ready one great caufe of the fame ; that was. Doctor, 
where I (hewed you that moft men were of that opinion, that they 
thought learning ynough to write & reade ; another caufe is, that why karninc 
they fee no preferment ordered for learned men, nor yet any honour 
or edimation geuen them, like as hath bene in time paft. But rather 
the contrary, the more learned, the more troubles^ ^olTes, 6c vexations 
they come vnto. 

God forbid ! How fo ? Knight 

Mary! haue you not feene how many learned men haue bene put Doctor, 
to trouble of late, within this xx. or xxx. yeares, & all for declaring 
their opinions in thinges that haue ryfen in controueriie } haue you 
not knowne when one Opinion hath bene fet forth, and who fo 
euer (ayd againd that were put to trouble ; and (hortly after, when 
the contrary opinion was furthered and fet forth, were not the other 
that profpered before, put to trouble, for (aying their mindes againft 
this latter opinion ? & fo neither of both parties efcaped, but ey tber dr(i 
or lad hee came to bee hit, of whether (ide foeuer hee were, except it 
were fome weather wile fellowes, that coulde chaunge their opinions 
as the more & (honger part didthaunge theirs ^ and what were they 
that came to thefe troubles ? the (ingulared fellowes of both parties ; 
for there came no other to the concertacion of thefe things, but fuch, 
who feeing in deede of honour and preferment, di(honour and hin- 
deraimce, recompenied (or a reward of learning; will any either [tFoLn] 
put his childe to that fcience that may bring him no better fruite than 
this ? or, what fcholer (hall haue any courrage to' dudy to come to [>«fv. go] 
that ende ? the rarity of fcholers and folitude of the Uniuerfities doe 
declare this to be truer then any man witA fpeach can declare. 

Then, I perceaue euery man findeth himfelle greened at this time, Marehannt. 
& no man goeth cleare, as farre as I can perceaue. The Gentleman, 
tLat hee cannot lyue on his Landes onely, as hb father did before; Thm euery 
tl e Artifficers cannot fet fo many a worke, by reafon all maner of hinaeife greo- 
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vidayle is fb deere ; the Hulbandman, bj reafon his Lande is deerer 
rented then before ; then we that bee Merchaunts pay much deerer 
for euery thing that commeth ouer fea; which great derth (I fpeake 
in comparifon of former times) hath bene alwayes, in a maner^ at a 
Hay, euer after that bafeneile of our £ngli(h Coyne, which happened 
in I he later yeares of Kyng Henry the eyght. 

I doubt not, but if any forte of men haue licked themfelues 
whole, yee bee the fame ; for what oddes fo euer there happen to 
bee in exchaunge of thinges, yee that bee Marchaunts can efpy it 
Ibaight ; for example, becaufe yee touched fomewhat of thaX Coyne, 
as foone as euer yee perceiue the price of that euhaunfed, yee by and 
by what was to bee wonne therein beyonde fea; raked all the oldc 
Coyne for the moil parte in the Realme, and fuunde the meanes to 
haue it caryed ouer, fo as litle was lefte beehinde within this Realme of 
fuch olde Coyne in a very (horte fpace, which, in my Opynion,^ is a 
great caufe of this dearth that hath bene fince of all things. 

How can that be ? what maketh it to the matter what forte of 
Coyne we haue among our felues, fo it be currant from one baud to 
another, yea, if it were made of Leather ? 

Yea, {o men commonly fay, but the truth is contrary, as not onely 
I coulde proue by conmion reafon, but alfo Me *proofe & experience 
hath already declared the fame ; but nowe wee doe not reafon of the 
cauies of thele griefes, but what ftates of men bee grieued in deede by 
this dearth of things ; and albeit I heare euery man finde him (elfe 
grieued by it in one thinge or other, yet, confidering that as many of 
them as haue wares to fell, doe enhaunfe as much in tht pr}xe of 
thinges that they fell, as was enhaunfed before in the prices of things 
that they muil buy ; as the Marchaunt, if hee buy deere, hee will (ell 
deere againe; fo thefe Artificers, as Cappers, Clothiers, Shomakers, 
and Farmers, haue refpe6k large ynough in fellinge their wares to the 
price of vidtayle, Wooll, & Iron, which they buy. I haue fene a Cap 
for xiiii. pence, as good as I can get now for ii. {hillings fixe pence : 
of cloth yee haue heard how the price is ryfen. Now, a payre of 
ihooes cod twelue pence, yet in my time I haue bought a better for 
^xe pence. Now, I can get neuer a horfe fhooed vnder ten pence or 
twelue pence, where I haue alfo feene the common pryce was ^ji<t 
pence. I cannot, therefore, vnderfiande that thefe men haue greateft 
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greife by this common and vniuerfall dearth, but rather fuch as haue 

their Lyuinges and Stypendes rated at a certaynty, as, common What men an 

moste pinched 

Laborers at eight pence a day^ loumeymen of all occupations, feruing bv this coiwmon 

men to forty ihilings a yeare ; and Gentlemen, whofe landes are fet 

out by them and their Aunceftors, either for lyues or for terme of 

yeares, fo as they cannot enhaunce the rentes thereof, though they 

would, and yet haue the pryce enhaunfed to them of euery thing that 

they buye. Yea, the Prince, of whom wee fpeake nothing of all this Th»t the 

. Prince hath 

while, as (he hath mod of yearely Reuenewes, and that certayne, fo moste Iomc by 

this common 

(hould fhee haue mode loiTe by this dearth, and by the alteration Dearth. 

fpecially of the Coyne; for, like as a man that hath a great number of 

(eruaunts vnder him, if he would graunt that they ihould pay him 

pinnes weekely, where before they payde him pence, * I thinke he [« FoL la] 

(hould be moft loofer himfelfe ; fo wee bee all but gatherers for the 

Prince, and of that which commeth to vs, wee haue but euery man a 

poore liuinge; the cleare gaynes commeth, for the moft part, to the 

Prince, now if her highnes doe take of vs the ouerplus of our gettinges 

in this ba(e Coyne, I reporte me to you, wether that will go as farre 

as good Money in the Proui(ion of nece(raries for her felfe and the 

Realme. I thinke plainely no, for though her grace might within 

this realme haue thinges at her owne price, as her grace cannot indeede 

without great grudge of her Maiefiies fubie6ts; yea, fince her Maiefty 

muft haue from beyonde the Seas many thinges neceffary, not onely 

for her graces houdiold, and Ornaments afwel of her perfon and 

family as of her hor(es, which percafe might bee by her Grace fome- what daunger 

what moderated ; but alfo for the furniture of her warres, which by thrkeaJme tf 

no meanes can be fpared, as Armor of all kindes, Artillery, Ankers, should ^ant 

Cables, Pitch, Tarre, Iron, Steele ; (yea, I iudge farther) fome Hand- time ofnMde. 

gunnes, Gunne poulder, and many other thinges, moe then I can 

recken, which her Grace fometimes doth buy from beyonde the 

Seas, at the prices that the (h-aungers will fet them at. I pafle ouer 

the enhaun(ment of Me charges of her Graces hou(houlde, which 

is common to her Grace with all other noble menj therefore, (I 

fay,) her Maieftie ihould haue moft lode by this common dearth 

of all other ; and not onely loile, but daunger to the Realme and 

all her (ubie6ts, if her Grace ihould want Treafure to purchafe 

the laide prouifion and neceifaries for warre« or to finde Souldiers 
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in time of neede^ which paiTeth ail the other priuate lofles that wee 
fpeake of. 

Wee heaxe fay that the Queenes Maieflyes mint maketh vp her 
loifes that way, by the gaines which (he hath by the Mint an other 
way; and if that be to fhorte, fhee fupplieth that lacke by Sublidies 
and impofitions of her ^ Subieds, fo as her Grace can haue no lacke^ lb 
longe as her Subieds haue it. 

Yee fay well there» 'fo long as the Subieds haue it/ fo it is meete 
the Queene fhoulde haue, as long as they haue it $ but what, and they 
haue it not? for they cannot haue it when there is no Treafure left 
within the Realme; and as touchinge the Mint> I coumpte that profit 
much like, as if a man woulde take his woode vp by the rote to make 
the more profit thereof at one time, and euer after to lofe the profit 
that might growe thereof yearely ; or to pull the wooU of his iheepe 
by the roote. And as for the Subfidies, howe can they be large when 
the Subie6b haue litle to departe with? 6c yet thai way of gatheringe 
treafure is not allwayes mod fafe for the Pr^'nces fuerty; and wee fee 
many times the profits of fuch Subfidies fpent in the appeafing of the 
people that are mooued to fedition, partely by occafion of the fame. 

Nowe that it was our chaunce to meete with fo wile a man as yee 
be, Maifier Dodor, I would wee did go thorough with t/»e whole 
difcourfe of this matter, & as hetherto wee haue enfearched the very 
fores and grieues that euery man feeleth, fo to try out the cauies of 
them; and the caufes once knowne, the remedy of them might be 
foone apparent ; and though we be not the men that can ref orme 
them, yet percafe fome of vs may come in place where wee may 
aduertife other of the fame that might further and helpe forward the 
redrefle of thefe thinges. 

A Gods name, I am content to beftowe this day to fatilBe your 
pleafurs,& though this 'cowimunication (percafe) ihould doe no great 
good, yet it can doe no harme, I trull, nor offend no man. fith it is had 
betwene vs heere, a parte, and in good maner. 

No, what man ihould be angry with him that were in an houfe, 
and efpied fome faulte in the Beames or Rafters of the fame, and 
would enfearch the default, & then certifie the good man of the houfe 
thereof, or fome other dwelling therein, afwell for his owne fauegarde 
as for others ? but, f orafmuch as wee haue thus f arre proceeded, as to 
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the findinge out of the griefes, which, as farre as I perceaue, ftandeth 
m thefe poyn£b> (that is to fay) dearth of all things in comparifon of [Evils; dearth. 
the former age, (though there be fcarfenes of nothinge), defolation of jf T?*» .* 
Countiyes by Inclofures, defolation of townes for lacke of occupations >«Ugioa.] 
and Craftes; and diuiiion of Opinions in matters of Religion, which 
haleth men to and fro, and maketh them contend one againfl 
another. Now, let vs goe to the Garden vnder the Vyne, where 
hauing a good, frefhe, and coole fitting for vs in the (hadow, there 
wee may proceede farther in this matter at leafure. And I will be- 
fpeake our Supper here with myne iiolt, that wee may all fuppe to- 
gether. A Gods name ! (quoth euery one of the reft of the company), 
for wee are weary of fitting here fo long. And fo wee all departed 
to tihe Garden. 
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Hen we had walked vp and downc in 
the fayd Garden a prety whyle, I thought long 
till I had heard more of the fayde Dodors com- 
munication; for hee Teemed to mee a very wife 
man, not after the common fort of thefe Clarkes 
which can talke nothing but of the faculty that 
they profeffe : as, if they be Deuines, of diuinity 5 Lawyers, of the lawe j 
& Philitions, of philicke onely; this man fpake very naturally of enery 
thinge, as a man vniuerfally feene, that had ioyned good learning with 
good wit J and therefore I defired him and the reft of our faide com- 
panions, to reforte againe to tlie matter that wee left at, and firft 
to difcourfe & fearch out what (hould be the caufes of the faide 
common and vniuerfall dearth of all thinges (in comparifon of the 
former age), faying to the Do6tor thus: I maruayle much, maifter 
Dodor, what (hould be the caufe of this dearth, feeing all thinges are 
(thankes bee to God) fo plentifull. There was neuer more plenty of 
Cattell then there is nowe of all fortes ; and yet there is fcariity of 
things which commonly make dearth. This is a maruaylous dearth, 
that in fuch plenty commeth, contrary to his kinde. 

Syr, it is (no doubt) a thinge to be mufed vpon, and worthy of In- 
quifition; let mee heare euery one of your opinions, and than yee (hall 
heare myne. 

I thinke it is longe of you. Gentlemen, that this dearth ' groweth, 
by reafon yee enhaunfe your lands to fuch a height, as men that Hue 
thereon muft needes fell deare againe ; or els they were neuer able to 
make their Rent. 
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And I fay it is long of 70U Hufbandmen, that wee are forced to 
/ajie our Rents, by reafon wee muft buy fo deare all thinges that wee 
haue of you, as Come, Cattell, Goofe, Pigge, Capon, Chiken, Butter 
and £gges. What thinge is there of all thefe but that yee fell it howe 
dearer by the one halfe then yee did within thefe xxx. yeares ? Can- 
not you. Neighbour, remember, that within thefe xxx. yeres, I could 
in this towne buy the befl Pigge or Goofe that I could lay my hand 
on for foure pence, which now codeth twelue pence; a good Capon 
for threepence or fourpence, a Chiken for i.d., a Hen for ii.d., which 
now cofteth mee double & triple the money ? it is like wife in greater 
ware, as Biefe & Mutton. 

I graunt that : but I fay you & your forte, men of landes, are the 
firft caufe heereof, by reafon you rayle your landes. 

Well, if yee and your forte will agree thereto, thai fhalbee holpen; 
undertake that you & your forte will fell all thinges at the price yee 
did xxx. yeares agoe, & I doubt not to bringe all Gentlemen to lette 
vnto you their landes at the rent they went at xxx. yeares paftj and 
that the fault is more in you that bee Hufbandmen, then in vs that bee 
Gentlemen, it appeareth by this, — ^all the landes of the Realme are not 
enhaunfed, for fome haue takings therein, as Leafes, or Copies not yet 
expyred, which cannot bee enhaimfed though the owners would ; and* 
fome Noblemen and Gentlemen there bee, that when their landes be 
at their difpofition, yet they will enhaunce nothing aboue the olde 
rent, fo as a greate parte of the landes of the Realme (land yet at the 
olde rent -, and yet neuerthelefle there is none of your forte at all, but 
felleth all things they haue, dearer then they were wont to doe by the 
one halfe. And yet thefe Gentlemen that doe enhaunfe their rentes, 
doe not enhaunfe it generally to the ^ double ; though I confeffe that 
fome of vs that had landes either gieuen vs by the Kings highneife, 
that belonged heretofore to Abbeyes and Priories, and were neuer 
(urueyed to the vttermoft before, or otherwife defcended to vs, haue 
enhaunfed any of them aboue the old rent, yet all that amounteth not 
to halfe the landes of the Realme. 

How fay yee ? hee fayeth well to you nowe j will yee fell your 
wares as yee were wont to doe ? and hee will let you haue his lande 
at the rent yee were accuflomed to haue it. When the hufbandman 
had pawfed a while, hee fayd : 
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If I had the price of euery thing that I muft pay for beiides like- 
wile brought downe, I could be content -, els not. 

What thinges bee thofe ? 

Marj, Iron for my Plough, Harrowes, and Cartes ; tarre for our 
iheepe ; fhooes, cappes, linnen & woUen cloth for my meany, which 
if I iliould buy, neuertheleife, as deare as I doe nowe, and yet fell my 
wares good cheape, though my rent were thereafter abated, except the 
other thinges aforefayd might bee abated in piyce together, I could 
neuer lyue. 

Then I perceaue yee muil haue the pryce of other things qualified^ 
as well as the rent of your land, ere yee can aford your ware good 
cheape. 

Yea, (but fir) I thinke if the lande were brought downe, tliat the 
pryce of all thinges would fall withall. 

Graunt that all the Landlords in this realme woulde with one 
a(Ient agree, that theyr landes ihould bee in the3T Tenaunts handes, at 
like rent as they were at xxx. yeares agoe j yee fayd afore yee coulde 
not yet fell your wares as good cheape as yee might xx. yeares pafl, be- 
caufe of the pryce that is rayfed in other thinges that yee muft buy j 
and if ye would fay that thofe men iliould be driuen againe to fell 
thofe wares that yee buy, firfl better cheape, and then yee will fell 
yours thereafter, I pray you, how might they ^be compelled to doe 
fo? they be ftraungers, and not within obedience of our foueralgne 
Lady, that doe fell fuch wares, as Iron, Tarre, Flaxe, and other 3 then 
confider mee, if yee cannot fo compell them, whether it were ex- 
pedient for vs to fuffer ftraungers to fell all their commodities deere, & 
wee ours good cheape; if it were fo, than it were a greate enryching of 
other countreyes, and impoueriftiinge of our owne; for they ftiould 
haue much Treafure for theirs, and haue our conmiodities from vs for 
a very litle 3 except yee could deuife to make one pryce of our com- 
modities among our felues, and another outwardes, which I cannot fee 
how it may bee ? 

Nay, I will make my Neighbour heere another reafonable offer, 
if hee refufe this : let my Tenauntes rent bee increafed as your pay- 
ment is increafed after the rate, and yet I am contented. 

What meane yee by that ? 

I meane this : yee fell that yee were wont to fell a foretime for 
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XX. groates, now for xxx. j let my rent bee increafed after that propor- 
tion and rate, that is, for euery xx. groates of olde rente, x. (hillinges, 
and fo as the pryce of ypur wares rilethj and yet I doe but keepe my 
land at the olde ilent. 

My bargayne was to pay for my holde but vi. poundes xiii. fliil- 
linges iiii.d. of yearly rent, and I pay that truely ; yee can require no 
more of mee. 

I cannot much fay agaynfl that ; but yet I perceaue I (hallbe ftill 
a lofer by that bargayne^ though I cannot tell the reafon why } but 
I perceiue yee fell dearer, that yee liue on, and I good cheape that 
which is my lining ; helpe mee, mayfter Doder, I pray you, for the 
Hufbandman driueth mee to the Wall. 

Mary, but mee thtnketh, touching the matter yee did reafon 
of, you draue him to his Ihiftes ; that is, to confeife that this dearth 
rifeth not at your hand. And, though hee doe de^fend him felfe for 
his paymente to you by a colour of lawe, yet hee feemeth to cowfeffe 
thus much, that the lawe compelleth you to take litle for your land, 
& that there is no lawe to redrayne him, but hee may fell his wares as 
deere as he llfleth. It is enough for your purpofe, that yee tooke in 
hand to proue that this dearth rofe not firft at your hande; but, 
whether (the pryces of thinges increafing as they doe) it were reafon 
yee did rayfe your wares (which is your lande), or to bee payde after 
the olde rate when yee did fette your landj if yee bee compelled to 
pay for your prouifion after the newe rate, wee will talke of that here- 
after; or, let thai bee confidered of other wife men; but now let vs 
fee, if the Hufbandman were forced to fell his thinges good cheape, 
whether all thinges fhould bee well then. Our Engliflie Coyne being 
fuppofed to be bafe, and of no fuch eitimation in other countreies as 
within our owne Realme, (as for the moft parte it hath beene) before 
that it was reftored by our noble Prince, which now raygneth; put 
the cale this, thai this hufbandman iliould bee commaunded to fell his 
wheate at viii.d. the bufhell. Rye at vi.d.. Barely at iiii.d., his pig and 
goofe at iiii.d., his capon at iiii.d., his Henne at i.d. ob.j his WooU at 
a marke the Todde j Biefes and Muttons after the olde pryces in time 
pad haue beene; hee hath then enough to pay his Landlord, as hee had 
in time pail ; his Landlord agayne hath as much rent as hee was wonte 
to haue ; and the fame when the price is fo fet> will goe as far for the 
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fayd wares, whereof the pryces be thus fet as fo much of olde Coine^ 
paide after the olde wont would haue done -, all this is yet well ; heere is 
yet neither Lord nor Tenaunte grieued j well, let us goe farther : The 
Hulbandman mufl buy Iron, Salt, Tarre, Pitch; and fuppole hee 
fhould bee alfo forced to reare vp Flaxe on his owne, and that pryces 
of cloth, both Linnen, & Woollen, & Leather, were fet after the rate. 
The Gentleman mull buy Wynes, Spyces, SiPkes, Armour, Glade to 
glaze his houfe withall ; Iron alfo for Tooles, Weapones, and other 
Inftruments neceffary, as Salt, Oyles, & many other diuerfe thinges, 
more then I can recken without fumme ; whereof they may in no 
wife want, as Iron & Salt, for of that which is within the realme of 
both, is not halfe fufficient for the fame j Oyles, Tarre, Pitch, and 
Rozyn, whereof wee haue none at all; and without fome other of the 
{sad commodities wee could liue but grofly and Barbarouily, as with- 
out Wynes, Spyces, & Silkes, thefe muft be brought from beyonde the 
Seas ; ihall wee buy them as good cheape after the rate ? A man 
would thinke yes; for when fbaimgers fhould fee that with leife 
money then they were wont to take for thefe wares, they may buy as 
much of the commodities of tliis realme as they were wont afore with 
more money, they will bee content to take the lefle money when it 
goeth as farre as the more went before, and fo fell their wares as good 
cheape ; (as for an example) if they fell now a yard of Veluet for xx.s. 
or xxii.s., and pay that for a Todde of Wooll, were it not as good for 
them then to fell their Veluet at a marke a yard, fo they had a Todde 
of Wooll for a marke ? 

I would thinke fo, for thereby hee ihould be at no more lofle 
then hee is now. And fo the like reafon may ferue for Iron, Wynes, 
Salt, Spice, Oyles, Pitch, Tarre, Flaxe, Waxe, and all other outwarde 
commodities. 

If I (hould aike you this queltion, whether they ihould bee com- 
pelled by a lawe to fell theyr wares fo or no, what could yee fay ? 

It maketh no matter whether it were fo or no ; & I think they 
cannot, becaufe they be out of the Princes Dominion, and at liberty 
whether they will bring any thing to vs or no ; but feeinge they may 
haue all thinges heere, as good cheape at that price they fell for leife 
money, as they had before for the greater price, they will willingly 
bring their wares and fell them fo. 
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* Thereof I doubt, vpon the former fuppofition of our bafe Coyne j 
for I thinke they would fell ftill at the higheft as they doe now 5 or 
bring nothinge at all to vs. For yee mull vnderftand they come not 
alwayes for our commodities, but fometimes to fell theirs heere, know- 
ing it heere to be beft vendible, and to buy in other countreyes other 
commodities, where the fame is beft cheapej and fome times to fell in 
one parte of the Realme their wares that bee there moft delired, and 
to goe to fome other parte of the realme, for the commodities that 
be there moft abundaunt and beft cheape, or partly of our Countrey & 
partly of another -, and for that porpofe Coyne vniuerfally currant is 
moft commodious, fpecially if they entend to beftowe it in any other 
place, then where they were vnladen of their marchauwdize. Now, if 
our coyne were not fo alowed in other places as it is heere, the ftrauTiger 
(liould be at greater lodes if he ftiould take our coyne for his wares, fo 
as he had leaner bring his wares to other places where hee might 
haue Coyne currant in all places for it, that he might beftowe when 
and where he lift. If they would looke but for our wares for theirs, 
thinke yee that they would not ftudy to bring vs fuch wares or ftufEe 
as ftiould be beft cheape with them and moft deare with vs. 

Yea, no doubt that is the policy of all Marchaunts. 

What ftufEe is that, trowe you ? 

Mary, Glafles of all fortes, paynted Clothes, & Papers, Orenges, 
Pippens, Cherries, perfumed Gloues, and fuch like tryfles. 

Yee fay well, they will percafe attempt vs with fuch & fuch 
thinges as are good cheape with them j it cofteth but their labours 
onely, and their peoples, which els ftiould be idle; yet thefe thinges be 
fome what after the price in other places vendible as well as heere. 
But when wee feele the lacke of Iron, Steele, Salt, Hempe, Flaxe, 
and fuch other, fuch light wares as yee fpeake of will not be de- 
fired heere, ^but reieded, and thefe other looked for. what other 
things els will they bring, trowe you ? 

Percafe yee meane S likes, Wynes, and Spyces? 

No, not that, for thofe bee in good price els where. 

What, then, fliould they haue to vtter to vs, that is beft cheape with 
them and deereft with vs ? 

Brafte, for it ftiotdd go witA them but for Brafte in dede, 
and therefore good cheape, and heere with vs a great part for 
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Silaer^ and therefore deere with vs; and that they would bringe 
vnto vs. 

How ? in brafle Pots, Panes, and other Veflel of BrafTe ? 

Not fo ; no man would take luch Stuffe but for Braife in deede. 

How then ? ^ Then the Dodor tolde roee, that it was in Coyne 
made beyonde Tea, like in all thinges to our Coyne, which they 
brought ouer in heapes \ and when they fee that efteemed heere as 
filuer, they bringe that for our commodities, as for our Woolles, felles, 
Chefe, Butter, Cloth, Tinne, and Ledde, which thing euery man will 
be glad to fell for the mod they can getj and beinge offered of 
ftraungers more of our Coine then they may get within the countrey, 
tliey will fell them to ibaungers rather then vs, with whom the price 
is fet ; then ftraungers may aforde thai Coine good cheape, for they 
make it them felues, and the Stuffe is good cheape that they make it 
of, and fo they will geeue thereof for our fayde commodities, as much 
as yee will a(ke. Then, though they made not fuch Coyne them- 
felues, yet, feeing they mufl pay more for our wares, or els no man 
would bring them to them, when hee may haue as much at home of 
his neighbours, the fbaungers muft needes haue a confideration of that 
in the price of /Ae fayd outwarde marchaundize that they fell, & alfo 
holde them deerer. And thus by the one way they may ex.hau£le our 
cheife commodities, and gieue vs brafle for them, where with wee 
cannot buy fuch 'other like neceflary commodities againe as wee 
fhoulde want, if they were not plenty within our Realme. Much like 
the exchaunge that Homer fayeth Glaucus made with Diomedes, when 
he gaue to his man his golden Hamefle for Brafen. But the other 
way they muft needes bee brought to fell theire wares deerer to vs, and 
then, if this hufbandeman and Gentleman, and fo all other within this 
realme, ihould be compelled to fell their thinges good cheape, and yet 
buy all thinges deere that cometh frome beyonde the Sea, I cazmot fee 
how they fhould longe profper 5 for I neuer knewe him that bought 
deere and fould good cheape, and vfe it any long fpace, to thriue. 

There may be fearchers made for fuch Cojrners as yee fpeake of, 
comming in, and punifliments deuifed therefore ; and for goinge forth 
of Vidtayles alfo, that none (hall pafle this Realme. 

There may be no deuife imagined fo ftronge, but that yee may bee 
deceaued in both thofe points, as well in fuch coyne hrought in as in 
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Tidailes caried forth j for many heades will deuife many wayes to 

get any thinge by j & though wee bee enuyroned with a good Poole, i{ »« not possi- 

(that is, the Sea,) yet there is to many Poftems of it to gett out and in, our Treasure 

vnwares of the maifter. Whofoeuer hath but a prety houfe, with any ^^'{JJ^ 'Ij?.^ 

Family of his owne, and but one Gate to go forth and come in at, Jj- j," ulljrcise 

and the maifter of the houfe neuer fo attentiue, yet fomewhat ihalbe ^*'«'«- 

purloined forth; much more out of fuch a large Realme as this is, 

hauinge fo many wayes and Podems to goe forth at and come in. Aiid 

yet if fbaungers (houlde bee content to take but our wares for theirs, 

what (houlde let them to aduaunce the prices of theire wares, though 

oures were good cheape vnto them? and then (hall wee be Hill lofers, 

and they at the winning hand with vs, while they fell deere and buy 

good cheape, and confequently enrych themfelues and impouerifhe 

vs. Yet had I leaner aduaunce our * wares in price as they aduaunce C' Fol. 18] 

theirs (as wee nowe doe), thoughe fome bee loofers thereby; but yet 

not fo many as fhould bee the other waye. And yet, what bufineife 

(houlde there bee in making of prices of euery trifle? for fo it woulde 

bee, if the price of any one thinge bee abated by commaundemente ; That the dteianh 

lose neither at 

and therfore I cannot perceaue that it maye bee remedied by either **>« Gcntiemao 

nor Husband- 

of you both (I meane you. Gentleman, & you good hufbandman) ; for ™*»* ***»<*• 

if it rofe at either of your hands, fo it might be remedied I ike wife at 

the fame, by releaiing the thing againe at either of your handes that 

was the cau(e of this dearth. But if either you (liould releafe your 

rente, or you the price of your Viftayle to the olde rate, yet that coulde Permutation 

,. ^ , . , , . ^ \ of thinges be- 

not compell ftraimgers to bnnge downe the pnce of theirs, as I haue fore Coyne. 

fayde; and fo longe as their commodities be deere, it were neither 
expedient, nor yet could yee (though yee woulde) make your com- 
modities good cheape (except yee can deuife a waye how to Hue 
without them & they with out you), which I thinke impoflible, or 
elfe to v(e exchaung of ware, for ware without Coyne (as it was be- 
fore Coyne was founde), as I reade in the time of Homer it was, and 
alio the Ciuile lawe doth a£Brme the fame, which were very comber- 
fome, and would require much cariage of ware vp and downe, where 
nowe, by the beniiit of Coyne, a man may by thofe tokens fetch the 
wares that hee lacketh a far of, without great trouble of cariadge; and 
hard were it readily to finde all wares that the one hath to pay the 
other, of equall value. 
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If neither the gentleman, nor I may remedy this matter, at wofe 
hands lieth it to bee holpen then ? 

I will tell my mynde therein herafter ; but firft let vs boulte out 
the caufe of this Dearth. And therefore let mee learae what other 
thing ihould be the caule thereof. 

Mary! thefe Inc[l]ofures and great Paftures are a great caufe of the 
fame. Whereby men do tume the erable lande, ^beinge a liuing for 
diuerfe poore men before time, no we to one mans hand ; and where 
both Come of all forte, and alfo cattell of all kinds were reared afore- 
time, now there is nothing but onely (heepe. And in fteede of C. or 
CC. perfons that had their liuing thereon, now bee there but three or 
foure Sheepherds, and the Maider onely, that hath a liuing thereof, 

Yee touch a matter that is much to be confidered, albeit I take not 
that to bee onely Me caufe of this dearth at this time; but this I thinke 
in my minde, that if that kinde of inclofing doe afmuch increafe in 
xxx. yeares to come as it hath done in xxx. yeares pad, it may come 
to the great defolation and weaking of the ftrenght of this realme, 
which is more to be feared then dearth, & I thinke it to bee the mod 
occalion of any thinge yee Ipake yet, of thefe wilde & vnhappy vp- 
rores that hath bene among vs; for by reafon of thefe Inclofures many 
Subiedes haue no Grounde to line vppon, as they had before time, 
and occupations be not alwayes fet a worke all a like, and therefore the 
people dill increadnge, and their linings diminidiing, it mud nedes 
come to pade that a great part of the people dialbe idle and lacke 
liuinge, for hunger is a bitter thing to beare. Wherefore they mud 
needes, whan they lacke, murmur agayne them that haue plenty, and 
fo dirre thefe tumultes. 

Experience diould feeme to proue playhely, that lAclofures diould 
bee profitable and not hurtful 1 to the common weale; for we fee 
the countryes where mod Inclofiers be, are mod wealthy, as Edex, 
Kent, Northhamptondi3rre, &c. And I haue hearde a Ciuilion once 
fay, that it was taken for a Maxime in his lawe (this faying), 'that 
which is podeded of many in common, is negleded of all ' ; & expe- 
rience dieweth that Tenaunts in common be not fo good huibandes as 
when euery man hath his parte in feueralty ; alfo, I haue heard fay, 
that in the mod countreyes beyonde the Sea, they *knowe not what a 
common grounde meaneth. 
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I meane not of all Inclofures, nor yet all commins^ but onely of Doctor, 
fuch Inclofores as turneth common & erable fields into pafture, and 
violent Inclofures of commins without iuH recompence of them that What idnde of 
haue nght to commen therein -, for if lande were feuerally enclofed, hunfuU. 
to the intent to continewe hulbandry thereon, and euery man that 
hath right to commen had for his portion a piece of Me fame to him- 
felfe inclofed, I thinke, no harme, but rather good, (hould come there- 
of, if euery man did agree thereto; but yet it woulde not be fodaynely 
done, for there be many poore cottages in England, which hauing no rpoor, witbont 
lands of their own to Hue one, but their handy labour and fome re- 
frefhing vppon the fayde commens, which if they were fodaynely 
thruft out from that commodity, might make a greate tumulte and a 
diforder in the common weale; and percafe alfo, if men were fuffred to 
inclofe their grounds vnder the pretence to keepe it Hill in tillage 
within a while after they woulde tume all to Paihire, as wee fee thej 
doe nowe, too fad. 

If they finde more profit thereby then otherwife, why (hould they Knighte. 
not? 

I can tel why they fhould not, wel ynough, for they may not pur- Doctor, 
chafe themfelues profit by that which may be hurtfull to other; but J3lkh?spi^ 
how to bring them that they would not fo doe, is al the matter; for fo „2, be profita- 
long as they finde more profit by pafiure then by tillage, they will if u^fy vs^uHT 
ftill inclofe and tume erable land to pailures. {quoth the Knight) That ^nigMr 
well may be reilrained by lawes, if it were thought moft profitable for 
the common weale, but all men doe not agree to that poynte. 

I wot well they doe not, and therefore it were hard to make a Doctor, 
lawe therein, fo many as haue profit by that matter refilling it. And 
if fuch a lawe were made, yet men, fiudying ftill of there moft profit, 
woulde defraud the lawe by one meane or other. 

' I haue heard oftentymes much reafoning in this matter, and fome. Knight, 
in maintenaunce of thefe Inclofures, would make this reafon : euery ^ ^**^ '* **^ 
m[a]n is a Member of the commonweale, & that which is profitable to 
one man may be profitable to another, if he would exercife the fame 
feate. Therefore, that which b profitable to mee, k fo to another, 
may be profitable to all, and fo to the whole commonweale. as a 
greate Mafte of Treafure confifteth of many pence, and one peney 
added to another, and fo to the thirde and fourth, &c., maketh vp a 
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greate foixune; fo doth each man added one to anothere make vp the 
whole body of a common weale. 

, That reafon is good, adding fome what more to it : true it is, that 
that thing which is profitable to each man by himfelfe, fo it be not 
preiud[i]cial to any other, is profitable to the whole commonweale, and 
not otherwife ; or elfe fiealing or robbing, which percafe is profitable 
to fome men, were profitable to the commonweale, which no man 
will admit: but this feate of inclofinge is fo, that where it is profitable 
to one man, it is preiudiciall to many ; therefore I thinke that reafon 
fufiiciently aunfwered. 

Alfo, they will laye forth another Reafon, faying, that that which 
is our owne commodityes ihould bee alwayes aduaunced as much as 
might be, and thefe iheepes profit is one of the greatefi commodities 
wee haue ; therfore it ought to bee aduaunced as high as it may bee. 

I coulde aunfwere that argument with the like reafon as I did the 
other ; true it is, we ought to aduaunce our owne commodity as 
much as wee can, fo it bee not to as much more the hinderaunce of 
our other commodities. Or elfe, where as the breede of Coneyes, 
Deere, and fuchlike, b a commodity of this Realrae i yet, if wee 
ihoulde tume all our erable grounde to nourifhe that coomiodity, and 
giue vp the Plough, and all other commod[i]ties for it, it were a great 
folly. 

^They will fay agayne, that all Groundes bee not meete for (heepe. 

It is a very ill Grounde, but either it ferueth to breed iheepe or to 
feede them yppon ; and if al that is meete either for the one [or other], 
were turned to the mayntenaunce of Sheepe, and none other thinge, 
where ihall wee haue our other commodities growe ? 

All cannot doe fo, though fome doe. 

What ihould let them all to do that wicn they fee fome do? yea, 
what fhould better encourage them thereto, then to fe them that do it 
be come notable riche men in fhort time by the doing thereof ? And 
then if euery man fhould do fo, one following the example of another, 
what fhould enfew thereof, but a meere folitude and vtter defolation 
of the whole realme, fumifhed onely with Sheepe and Sheepardes, 
in fleed of good men, whereby it might be a pray to the enemyes ihat 
firfl would fet vpon it ? for then Me fheepe Mayfters & theire Sheep- 
herds could make no refifbtunce to the contrary. 
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Who can let them to make their mod aduauntage of tkat which is 
their owne ? 

Yes, mary ! men may not vie their owne thinges to the damage of 
the commonweale 3 yet for all this that I fee, it is a thinge moil 
neceifary to bee prouided for, yet I cannot perceue it fhoulde bee the 
only caufe of this dearth, for this Inclolinge and greate graiinge, if it 
were occafion of that dearth of any thing, it mufle bee of Come 
cheifly, and nowe thefe many yeares pad we had Come good cheape 
inough. And the dearth that was then molt, was of cattell, as fiiefes 
and Muttons j and the broode of thefe are rather increafed then dimin* 
iihed by Pafhires and inclofinges. 

Why (hould men be then Co much offended with thefe Inclofures? 

Yes, & not without great caufe, for thoughe thefe many yeares paft, 
through the great bounty of Gk)d, we haue had ^much plenty of 
Come whereby it hath beene good cheape, one Acer bearinge as much 
Come as two moft commonly were wont to do, — ^yet if thefe yeares 
had chaunfed to be but meanely fmitfuU of Come, (no doubt) we 
ihoold haue had a great dearth of Come, as wee had of other thinges. 
And then it had bene, in a maner, an vndoing of the poore Commens. 
And if hereafter there (houlde chaunce any barren yeares of Come to 
fall, wee fhould bee affuered to finde as greate extremity in the price of 
Come, from that it was wont to bee, as we finde now in the prices of 
other vi6tayle. And fpecially if wee haue not 3mough to feme within 
the Realme, which may happen hereafter, more likely then in time pafi, 
by reafon that there is much lande fince turned to pafhire -, for euery 
man will ieeke where moH aduauntage is, & they fee there b moft 
aduauntage in grafing and breeding then in husbandry and tillage, by 
a great deale. And fo longe as it is fo, the Pafture ihall euer incroch 
▼pon tillage, for all the lawes that euer can be made to the contrary. 

And how thinke yee that this might be remedied, then? 

To make the profit of the plough to be as good, rate for rate, as 
the profit of the Grafier and (heepe maifler is. 

How coulde that be done ? 

Mary, I coniedure two manner of wayes, but I feare me the 
deuifes (hall feeme at the firil bluih fo difpleafaunt vnto you, ere yee 
confider it throughly, that yee will reied them ere yee examyne them; 
for we talke now to haue things good cheape ; and then if I ihould 
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mencion a meane thai fhoold make fome thinges deerer for the time, 
I fhoulde bee anon reieded, as a man that fpake agatnfl euery mans 
purpofe. 

Yet, fay your minde and fpare not, and though jour reafon at the 
firft feeme vnreafonable, yet we will heare whether yee can bring it 
to any reafonable ende. 

Remember what we haue in hand to treate of, not how the prices 
of thinges onely may bee broughte downe^ but ^how thefe Inclofures 
may bee broken vp, and hun>andry more vfed j of the prices of thinges 
we ihall fpeake heere after. [Kn.] Wee wil remember well that 

What maketh men to multiply pafhires & Inclofures gladly ? 

Mary, the profit that groweth thereby. 

It is very true, and none other thinge. Then finde the meanes to 
doe one of thefe two thynges that I {hall tell you, And yee (hall make 
them as glad to exercife tillage as they doe nowe Pafhires. 

What be thofe two thinges ? 

Mary, either make as litle gaynes to growe by /Ae Pafhires as 
there groweth by Me tillage. Or els make thai there may growe as 
much profit by tillage as did before by the Pafhires, and then I 
doubt not but tillage fhall be afwell cheriflied of euery man as 
Pafbire. 

And how may that be done ? 

Mary, the firft way b to make tht wooU to be of as bafe pryce to 
the breeders thereof as the Come is ; and thai fhallbe, if yee make a 
like refhaint of it for pafling ouer Sea, vnwrought, as yee make of 
Come 5 another, is to increafe the cuflome of WooU that paffeth ouer 
vnwrought. And by that the price of it fhalbe abated to the breeders, 
and yet Me price ouer Sea (hal be neuer the leffe ; but, that which is 
increafed in the price thereof on flraimgers, fhall come to the Queenes 
highnefTe, which is as profitable to the Realme as though it came to 
the breeders, and might relieue them of other fubfidies. Thus farre 
as touchinge the bringing downe of the price of Woolles ; now to 
the inhaunfinge of the price of come, to be as good to Me hufband- 
man as wooll fhould be; and that might be brought to pafle if yee wil 
let it haue as free paffage ouer Sea at all times, as yee haue now for 
Wooll. 

fiy the firfl two wayes, men woulde fend leffe wooll ouer fea then 
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they doe nowe, and by that way the Queenes ' cuftome (hould be [« Pol. ax, back] 
dyminifhed -, by your latter way, the pryce of Come fhould be much 
enhaunfed, wherewith men would be much grieued. 

I wot wel it would bee deere at the firfl, but if I can perfwade Doctor, 
you that it were reafonable, it were fo ; and that the lame could bee 
no lunderaunce to the Realme vniuerfally, but greater profit to the 
fame, then I thinke ye would be content it fhoulde be fo ; and as 
touchinge the Queenes cuftome, I will fpeake afterwarde. 

I graunt, if yee could (hewe me that Marchauift 

I will aflay it, albeit the matter be fomewhat intricate 5 and, as I Doctor 
fhewed you before, at the iirft vew would difpleafe many 5 for they 
would fay,' woulde yee make Come deerer then it ts,haue wee not dearth 
enough els with out that ? Nay, I pray you finde the meanes to haue 
it better cheape, if it may bee, it is deare enough already *, and fuch other 
like reafons would bee fayd. But now let the hufbandman anfwere 
fuch againe : ' Haue not you Grafiers rayfed the price of your Woolles 
and Felles? and you MarchauTitmen, Clothiers, and Cappers, rayfed 
the price of your marchaundize and wares, ouer it was wont to bee in 
manner double ? Is it not as good reafon, then, that wee fhould raife Reasons whr 
the price of our Come? what reafon is it you fhould bee at large, and num should 

be Mt like libei^ 

we fhould be refbayned? Eyther let vs all be reflrayned together, or els ty as ocher to 

sell his wareta 

let vs bee all at like liberty. Ye may fell your Wooll ouer Sea, your 
Felles, your Tallow, your Cheefe, your Butter, and your Leather, 
(which ryfeth all by grafing) at your pleafure, and for the deerefl 
peny yee can get for it -, and wee fhall not fell out our Come, except it 
bee at x d. the bufhel, or vnder, that is as much to fay, as wee that be 
huiband men fhall not fell our ware, except it be for nothing, or for fo 
litle as wee fhall not be able to Hue thereon.* Thinke you if the huf> 
bandman here had fpoke thefe wordes, that he did not fpeake them 
fomewhat ^ reafonable ? [a FoL aa] 

I thanke you with all my hart, for ye haue fpoken in Me matter Husband, 
more then I could doe my felfe, and yet nothing but that is mofl true. 
Wee felt the harme, but wee wid not what was the caufe therof 5 
many of vs fawe well longe agoe, that our profite was but fmall by 
the Plough, & therefore diuerfe of my Neighbours, that had in time 
pafl fome two, fome three, fome four Ploughs of their owne, haue 
layde downe, fome of them part, and fome of them all their Teemes ; 
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and turned either part or all their erable ground to Pafhire^ apd there 

by haue waxed very riche men. And euery day feme of vs inclofeth 

fome part of his ground to Failure ; and were it not that our grounde 

That by bre«- lyeth in th& common fieldes, entermingled one with another, I thinke 

dins; the hus" 

baj»d iiach mott alfo our fieldes had bene enclofed, of common agreement of all the 

dcare gaynes. 

towneihip» longe or this time. And to fay /Ae very truth, I, that haue 
enclofed litle or nothing of my grounde, coulde neuer be able to make 
vp my Lords rent, were it not for a litle herd that I haue of Neate, 
iheepe, fwyne, geefe, and Hennes, that I do reare vpon my grounde j 
Whereof^ becaule /Ae price is fomewhat round, I make more cleare 
profit then I doe of all my come; & yet I haue but a very bare lining, 
by reafon that many thinges doe belong to hu(bandry which bee now 
ex[c]eedinge chargeable ouer they were in time pail. 

Capper. Though this realbn of maifter Dodors here doth pleafe you well that 

be hufbandmen^ yet it pleafeth vs that be artificers nothing at all, 
which buy mod both breade-come and malt-come for our peny; and 
whereas ye, maifier do6tor, fay, that it were as good reafon that the 
Hufbandman ihould reyfe the price of his come, and haue as free vent 
of the fame ouer fea, as we doe and haue of our wares, I cannot 
greately deny ; but that yet I fay that euery man hath neede of come, 
but they haue not fo much of other wares. 

[I FoL as, bwk] ^Therefore, the more neceflary that come is, the more be the men 

Doctor. ^Q Y^ chearifiied that reareth it \ for if they fee there bee not fo much 

profit in vfinge the plough as they fee in other feates, thinke ye not 

That profit ad- that they will leaue that trade, and fall to another that they fee more 

uaunceth all 

Acuities. profitable ? As yee may perceiue by the doings of this honed mans 

neighbours, which haue turned there erable lande to pafiure, becaufe 
they fee more profit by pafiure then by tillage. Is it not an old fay- 

Honos alit ing in Latin, Honos alii artes ? that is to fay, profit or aduauncement 
nourifheth euery f acultie ; which fayng is fo true, that it is alowed by 
the common iudgement of al men. Wee mud vnderfiand alfo, that 
all thinges that (hould bee done in a common Weale, bee not to be 
forced, or to be confirayned by the firaight penalties of the lawe, but 
fome fo, and fome either by allurement and rewardes rather. For 
what lawe can compell men to be indufirious in trauayle, or labour of 
body, or fiudious to leame any fcience or knowledge of the mynde ? 
to thefe thinges they may be well prouoked, encouraged, and allured 3 



Artes. 
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if they that be indufhioas and paynefull^ bee rewarded well for their That a 

thimres are to 

paines: and bee fuffered to take fi:aynes and wealth as rewardes of bcaBuredby 

* o y • lewardcs, and 

their labotires, and fo hkewyfe they that be learned, be aduaunced and "ome other 

^ ^ ' with stnughte 

honoured accordinee to their f orwardnes in Learning : euery man will p*ynes forced, 

o O' J in a common* 

then fKidy, either to bee indufbrious in bodely labour, or ihidious in w«ie- 

thinges that pertaynes to knowledge. Take thefe rewards from them, 

& go about to compell them by lawes thereto, what man wil plough 

or digg thA ground, or exercife any manuail art wherein is any paine ? 

or who will aduenture ouer feaes for any Marchaundife, or vfe any 

facultie wherein any perill or daunger fhould be, feing his reward 

{halbe no more then his that fits flill ? But yee wil percafe aunfwere 

me, thai all their reward fhal not be taken away, but part of it. Yet 

then yee mufl graunt me, thai as if all thefe rewardes were taken from 

them, all thefe faculties mufl ^decaie; fo if part of that reward be min- f 'oL «3] 

ifhed, the vfe of thefe faculties fhall mioifh withall after the rate, and 

fo they fhal be the lefTe occupied, the lefle they be rewarded & 

efleemed. But now to our purpofe : I thinke it more necefTary to The lesie ho-, 

* * ' nor or profit IS 

deuife a meane how hufbandry may be more occupied rather then J^*^J**f"^ -^ 

lefie J which I cannot perceiue how it may be brought to pafle, but as ^^ freque**- 

men do fe the more gaines therein, the gladder they wiU occupie that 

feate ; and this to be true (that fome things in a common weale mufi 

be forced with paines, and fome by rewards allured) may appeare by 

that which the wife and politique fenatour TuUy wryteth : faying, TuUius in 

that it was the wordes of Solon, which was one of the feuen wyfe men 

of Greece, and of thofe feuen the onely man that made lawes, that a 

common weale was holden vp by two things chiefely, that is, by reward 

and payne ; of which words I gather, that men fhould be prouoked 

to do good deedes by rewardes and preferments -, and to abflaine from 

ill doinges by paines. Trowe you, if hufband men be not better 

chearyfhed or prouoked then they be to exercife Me plough, but that 

in procefle of tiibe, fo many ploughes wil be layd downe, as I feare 

me there be all ready, that if one vnfruitefull yeare fhall happen 

amonge vs, as commonly doth once in feuen yeares, we fhould then 

not onely haue dearth, but alfo fkarcenes of come, that we fhould be 

driuen to feeke it from outwarde parties, and pay deare for it. 

How would yee haue them better chearifhed to vfe the plough ? Knight. 

To let them haue more profit by it then they haue, & liberty to Doctor. 
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fell it at all times, & to all places as freely as men may do other things ; 
but then (no doubt) the price of come would rife, fpecially at the firfi, 
more then at length ; yet f Aat price would prouoke euerte man to 
fet the plough in the grounde, to Till wafie grounds, yea, 8c to tume 
the lands that is now enclofed for paihire, to erable ; for eueiy man 
will the gladder follow ' that, wherein they fee the more gaioes i and 
thereby muft nedes enfue, both greater plenty of come within the 
realme, and alfo much treafure fhoidd be brought into the realme by 
reafon thereof j And, beiides that, plenty of all other viduall en- 
creafed amonge vs. 

That would I faine heare you declare howe. 

Ye haue beard that by this free vent and (ale of come, the huf- 
bandmans profit is aduaunced; then it is ihewed that euery man 
naturally will follow that wherein he fees profit enfue; therefore 
men wil the gladder occupy hulbandiy ; & the more doe occupie huf- 
bandry, the more plenty of Come muft nedes be; And the more 
plenty of come there is, thereof the better cheape; And alfo the more 
will be fpared ouer that which ihall fuffice for the realme. And then, 
that may bee fpared in a good yeare, iliall bringe vs agatne either 
corne, or els the commodities of other countreis neceifary for vs. 
Then the more husbandry there is occupied, the more vniuerlall 
breede (hould be of all vi6tuals of Neate, Sheepe, Swine, Geefe, 
Hennes, Capons, & Chickens ; for al thefe are reared much on come. 

If men (houlde fell, when a good feafonable yeare is, all that is 
ouerplus when the Realme is femed, what (houlde wee doe if a barren 
yeare Ihoulde happen, when no (lore of come is left of the good yeare 
before? 

Fyrft, ye mufte confider that men will bee fure they will keepe 
inoughe to finde themfelues within the realme, ere they fell any forth 
of the fame ; and hauing libertie to fell at their pleafure, doubte yee 
not but they had leuer fell their corne two pence or three pence in a 
bufhell better cheape within the realme, then to bee at the charge of 
cariage, and perill of aduenture, in fending it ouer, and fell it dearer, 
except it be for much more gaines. And thus men beinge prouoked 
with Inker, wil keepe the more come, loking for a deare yeare in the 
countrey, whereby muil needes be great (lore ; 'and though they did 
not fo, but (hould fell ouer fea all that they might fpare ouer that 
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femes the realme when the jere is plentifull 3 yet, by reafon that [Free TrAde in 

Com would so 

through the meanes aforefaid moe Ploughes are fet aworke then increase the 

flTowtn Oi com* 

would fuffice the Realme in a plentifull yeare : if a fcarce yeare (hould that we should 

'^ ' ' have plenty 

fal after, the come of fo many ploughes as in a good yeare would be «^n >n » »caxce 
more then enough in an vnfruitefull yeare, at the leade would be fuf- 
ficient to finde the Realme ; & fo fhould ^Ae Realme be ferued witA 
enough of corne in a fcarce yeare, & in a plentiful yere no more then 
inough, which might be fold ouer for great treafure or greater com- 
modities *, where now in a plentifull yeare we (eeke to haue but af- 
much as may fuffice the Realme. Then if a fcarfe yeare (hould bap- 
pen, we roufl needes lacke of our owne to ferae, and fhould be dryuen 
to buy firom beyond the fea; and then, if they were as enuious as wee 
bee, might not they fay, when we requyred any come of them, (that 
feing they could get none from vs when we had plenty,) why fhould 
they let vs haue any come when wee haue fcarfitie ? Surely common 
reafon would that one region fhould helpe an other when it lackes -, 
and therefore God hath ordeyned that no countrey fhould haue all [God has or- 

daind that one 

commodities: but that which one lackes, an other brings forth: & that country should 

° help another.] 

that one countrey lacketh this yeare, another hath plenty thereof, 
commonly the fame yeare, to the intent men may knowe that they 
baue neede one of anothers helpe, & thereby loue and focietie to 
growe among all men the more, but here we would doe as though 
we had neede of no other countrey on earth, but to liue all of our 
felues ; & as though wee mighte make the market of all things as wee 
lifl our felues. For though God is bountifull vnto vs, & fends vs [We can't lire 
many greate commodities, yet wee coulde not Hue without the com- countries' 
modities of others. And, for example, of Iron and Salte, though wee 
haue competently thereof, yet wee haue *not the thirde parte to fuf- [> FoL 94, hack] 
fice the Realme, and that can in no wife be fpared if yee wil occupy 
husbandry ; then tar, rozyn, pitch, Oyle, and fleele, wee haue none at 
all J and for Wynes, fpyces, lynnen cloth, filkes, & coloures, though 
we might liue indifferently without them, yet far from any ciuility 
fhould it be, as I deny not but many things wee might haue heere and we ought to 
fufficiently that wee buy now from beyond fea, and many things wee Sbem freely] 
might fpare wholly j whereof, if time will ferae, I fhall talke more here 
after. But nowe to retume to the firfl poynte I fpake of before : to 
bee one of the meanes to bring hufbandry vp, that is, by bafing the 
bhaksfebe's enolakd : Stafford. 4 
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eflimacion of wooll & felles. Though I take not that way to bee as 
good as the other, for I doe not allowe that meane that may bafe any 
of our commodities, except it bee for the inhauniing of a better com- 
modity } but if both commodities may bee inhaunfed together, as by 
the laft deuife I thinke they might be 3 I allowe that way better, 
neuerthelefle, where as you (brother Mercer) (hewed afore, that either 
by retraining of wooll and other commodities, till they were equal 
within the Realme afler the rdte of the corne, or inhauniing the cuf- 
tome of wooll and other the fayd commodities, till the price befide 
the cudome of the fayd commodities were brought like to the come 
in proportion, the Queues cuflome ihoulde bee diminiHied^ I 
thinke not fo, for the one way, as much as fhe ihoulde haue for the 
more wooll at litle cuilome ventred ouer, fo much ihould we haue 
for the leUe wooll at a greater cuilome ventred. And the other way, 
as much as her Grace ihould lofe by her cudome of wooll, fo much 
or more ihould her grace winne by the cufiome of Clothes made 
within the realme. But one thing I doe note by this later deuife, 
what, if they ihould take place, we muil doe, that is, if wee keepe 
within vs much of our commodities, wee muil fpare many other 
things that we haue now firom beyonde fea, for wee muil alwayes 
take heede that wee buy no more ' of ilraungers then we do fell them, 
for fo we ihould impoueriih our felues and enrich them. For bee 
were no good huiband that had no other yerely reuenewes but of his 
hulbandry to Hue on, that would buy more in the market then he 
felles againe. And that is a pointe that wee might faue much by 
our treailire in this realme, if wee would. And I maruell no man 
takes heede to it ; what number firil of trifles comes hether from 
beyond the fea that wee might either cleane fpare, or eb make them 
within our realme, for the which wee either pay ineilimable trea- 
fure euery yere, or ek exchaunge fubilantiall wares and neceilary 
for them, for the which we might receaue great treafure. Of the 
which fort I meane as well looking glaifes as drinking, and alfo to 
glaze windowes, Dialles, Tables, Gardes, Balles, Puppettes, penners, 
Inkehornes, Toothepickes, Gloues, Kniues, Dagges, Owches, Brouches, 
Agglettes, Buttons of iilke & iiluer. Earthen pots, Pinnes and Pointes, 
Hawkes belles. Paper both white and browne, and a thouiand like 
thinges that might either be cleane fpared, oreb made within the 
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realme fufHcient for vs j and as for fome thinges, they make it of our 
owne commodities and fend it vs againe, whereby they fet their 
people a worke, and doe exhaufle much treafure out of this Realme : pur delicacy 

in requiring 

as of our woll they make Clothes^ Cappes, and Kerfeis ; of our felles straungers 

they make Spanifh ikins, Gloues, and Girdeb; of our Tinne, Salt- 

lellera^ Spoones, and Difhes 3 of our broken Linnen, clothes and 

ragges j Paper both white and browne. What Treafure (thinke yee) 

goes out of this Realme for euery of Thefe thinges ? and then for all 

together, it exceedes myne edimation. There is no man can be con- [Foreign goods 

tented now with any other Gloues, then be made in Fraunce or in fashion in 

Spayne; nor Keriie, but it mufl bee of Flounders die; nor Cloth, but 

French or Fryfeadowe j nor Ouche, Brooch, or Agglet, but of Venice 

making, or Millenj nor Dagger, Swearde, ^ Knife or Gyrdle, but of [« Foi. as, backj 

fpanifh making, or fome outward countrey, no, not as much as a 

Spurre but that is fetched at the Millener. I haue heard within thefe 

xl. yeares, when there were not of thefe Haberdafhers that felles 

french .or Millen Cappes, Glafles, Kniues, Daggers, Swordes, Gyrdels, The encrease 

and fucb thinges, not a dofen in all London ; & now from the tower ers & miienen 

to Weftminfter alonge, euery ftreate is full of them, and their (hoppes wont to be. 

glitter and (hyne of GlaiTes as well drynking as looking; yea, all 

maner of veiTell of the fame IhifFe, — paynted Crufes, gaye Daggers, [Glittering 

Knyues, Swordes, and Gyrdels ; that it is able to make any temperate tempt^ujm.] 

man to gale on them and to buy fome what, though it ferue to no 

purpole neceiiarie. What neede they beyonde fea to trauaile to Pe- 

rowe, or fuch farre couutreies, or to trie out the Tandes of the ryuers of 

Tagus in Spaine, paBolus in Afia, and Ganges in India, to get amonge How the strauM- 

them after much labour fmall fparkes of gold : or to di?ge the deepe easyer way to 

get treasure by 

bowels of the earth for the mine of Siluer or Golde, when they can thinges of no 

value, then by 

of vile claie not farre fought for, and of pryple* Hones and Feme rootes any mync$ of 

** '^ ^ '^ gould or sUuer. 

make good Golde and Siluer, more then a great many of Siluer and C'py^bi«* 
Golde mines would make. I thinke not fo litle as a hundreth thou- 
fand poundes a yeare is fetched of our Treafure for thinges of no 
valure of thentfelues, but onely for the labours of the workers of the 
fame, which are fet a worke all on our charges. What grofnes of [What asses we 
wits be we of, that fe it, and fuifer fuch a continual fpoyl to be made !S:7oo.Qma"year 
of our good and treafure by fuch meanes ! and fpecially that will fuf- *" *"**^" " 
fer our owne commodities to goe and fet flraungers a worke, and then 
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to buy them againe at their handes ; as of our WoU they make and 
die Kerfies, Frifeadowes, broade Clothes, and Cappes beyonde fea, 8c 
bryng them hether to bee folde againe^ wherein I pray you note 
what they doe : they make vs pay at the ende for our owne ftuffe 
againe. Yea, for the ftraungers cuflome, for their worke^manihippe 
and colours, and laftely for the fecond cuflome in the retourne of the 
wares into the realme again ; where as, by working the fame within 
the realme, our owne now fhould be fet a worke at the charges of 
flraungers, the cuftome fhould be borne all by flraungers to the 
Queene, & the cleare gaines remaine within the Realme. 

If yee ponder fuch thinges and other, which goeth ouer Sea ycrely 
from vs for the fame, yee fpeake to litle by as much againe; but one 
thinge I haue marked, that albeit it is true, that though firaungers buy 
their woll deare, & pay twife cuilome, that is, both at going out of 
the wooll, and when it retoumes in clothes or cappes, yet the fame 
fhalbe better cheape then that which is made within the Realme, 
whereof that (hould come, I would faine knowe. 

Whether it come of our (loth, or of our chargeable fare, or of our 
idlenes, which we £ngli{hmen vfe, percafe, more then other nations, 
I knowe not j yet it were better for vs to paie more to our owne 
Countreymen for thefe wares, then to ftraungers lefTe ; for how litle 
gaines fo euer goeth ouer, it is lofl to vs cleare; but how much fo euer 
the gaines is that goeth from one of vs to another, it is all faued with 
in the Realme; and a like reafon as you make now heere. Once a 
fiooke-feller made mee, when I afked him why we had not white and 
browne paper made within the realme, afwell as they had made be- 
yond the fea ? Then he aunfwered mee that there was paper made a 
while within the realme. At the laft the man perceiued that made 
it, that he could not aforde his paper as good cheape as it came from 
beyond the fea, and fo he was forced to lay downe making of paper ; 
and no blame in the man, for men will geue neuer the more for his 
paper becaufe it was made here; but I would eyther haue the paper 
flaied firom comming in, or fo burdened with cuilome, that by that 
time it came hether, our men mighte aforde their paper better cheape 
then fbaungers might do 'theires, the cuilomes coniidered. 

There, ye fpeake a thinge that the Queenes Attumey would not 
agree vnto ; for if fuch ware were made within the realme, then the 



of English pollicy. 53 

Qoeenes cuftome ihould be leiTe^by reafon that litle or no fuch wares 
ihould come from beyond the Sea. 

If the Queenes Attumey did regard as well the profit that fhould Doctor 
come after, as that which is prefent afore the eyes, hee would agree 
to this well inough : for, by this meanes, ineftimable treafure (hould The most dura- 

, ble & vniiiersal 

be Taued within the realrae : and then it could not growe to the profit profit is more 

^ to be esteemed 

of the fubie^; but it mufl needes growe alfo to the profite of the then short and 
Queene, for the wealth of the fubiedes is the profit of the Queene -, 
and in mine opinion they doe not befle prouide for her Graces profite, 
that procureth onely a prefente com modi tie, but rather that com- 
modity that may longefl endure without griefe of her fubiedb. 

You would haue a la we made, that nojfuch ware fhould be brought Knight, 
from beyond the Tea to be foulde heere, of fuch things as could be 
made heere as wel as there. 

Yea, forfooth ! fo would I wifhe. Doctor. 

I was once in a Parlyament, when fiich a thlnge was mooued, but Knight, 
onely for Cappes, that none made beyond fea fhould bee fould heere 
w^ithin the Realme, and then it was aunfwered by a greate wife man, whether our 
that it was to bee feared leafl it touched the league macfe betwene the touch the 

leagues made 

Princes highnefTe & fome forraigne Prince } what thinke you, then, ^vith other 
would haue bene faid, if yee would haue moued a lawe to be made of 
our wooll, our Tynne, our Led, and Hydes, beyond fea, fhould haue 
bene fould heere ? 

I cannot tell, whether that fhould touch the league or no, nor Doctor, 
whether any fuch league be : but I fay to you, that I think it a mar- 
uaylous league that fhoulde let vs to make lawes to binde our owne 
fubieds, that might be profitable to them j * and if there were any c« Foi. »7] 
fuch league, I had leaner it were broken then kept, which, being no league is 
broken, fhoulde doe vs good, & being kept, fhould doe vs harme ; and shed that is 
I fuppofe, that when wee enter any league, the fame is ment to be for monweaie. 
our weale, and not for our hinderaunce; wherefore, that league would 
not be efleemed thai might hinder our common weale. 

What if they would make a like lawe beyonde the fea, that wares Knightc 
made within this realme fhould not bee foulde there, as they made of 
late, when wee deuifed a lawe that no Wvnes fhoulde bee caried 
hether in fbaungers bottomes. 

Yet, fhould they be enforced rather to dilTolue their law then we Doctor. 
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ours ; for our fhiife is neceflary for them that is made here : as cloth. 
Leather, Beire, tallow, butter, cheefe, pewter veflel, &c. Theirs bee to 
vs, more to feme pleadire then neceflity : as Tables, Gardes, perfumed 
Gloues, Glaffes, gaily Pots, Dyalls, Orenges, Pippens, and Cheries ; 
yee, their chiefe commodities might be better fpared of vs then re- 
tayned of them : as wynes, iilkes^ fpices, yron, and Salt. I would to 
God wee woulde followe but the example of a poore Hauen towne, 
that I heard of it to do of late, heere in the Marches of Walles, called 
Carmarthen, when there came a certayne Veflell thether out of Eng- 
land, all Laden with Appells, which aforetime was wont to brynge 
them good come, the towne commaunded that nonne ihoulde buy the 
fayd Appells vpon a great payne> and fo the Bote (loode fo long in the 
Hauen without fale or vent, till the Appells were putrified and lofl. 
And when the owner demaunded of the Bayliffe of the towne, why 
he had flayed his fale and vent ? the Bayliife aunfwered againe, that 
the fayd veffell came thether to fetch the befl wares they had in the 
coimtrey, as Fryzes, brode Clothes, & wooll j and in fleede thereof hee 
ihould leaue them in their countrey but appells, that fhould be (pent & 
wafted in leffe then a weeke. And fayd, 'bring vnto ^vs come or 
malt as yee were wont to doe, whereof the countrey hath need, and 
yee (hall be welcome at all times, & yee (hall haue free vent and fale 
thereof in our Porte ' : thinke yee that the cities of London, South- 
hampton, Briftowe, Chefter, and other moe, might they not leame a 
good leifon of this poore Welch towne in this doing ? Might not they 
fay, when ihippes full of Orrenges, Pippens, or Cheries come in, that 
if they would agayne take Plummes, Damozins, and (bawberries for 
them, they ihoulde haue free exchaunge ? and when they bring in 
Glaifes, Puppets, Rattles, and fuch like thinges, they ihould haue like 
trifles for them, if any fuch were to bee had within this Realme, as 
there bee many j but if they come for our Woolles, for our Clothes, 
Kerfeyes, Come, Tinne, Ledde, yea, our (jolde and filuer, and fuch 
iiibilantiall and neceifary thinges, let them bring in againe Flax, 
Tarre, Oyles, Fyfhe, & fuch like. And not to vfe them as men doe 
litle Children, geue them an appell for the befl lewell that they haue 
about them. And thus wee are empoueriilied of our treafure & chiefe 
commoditie, and cannot perceaue it -, fuch b the fineneile of (baungers 
wits and the grofnes of ours -, yet it were more tollerable if wee did 
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no more but cheariflie their deuifes that be ftrauTigers ; but we haue in 
times paft deuifed our felues many other wayes, to our owne im- 
pouerifhment, and to exhaufl our treafure. And now I muft come to 
that thinge that you (brother Mercer) touched afore, which I take to 
be the chiefe caufe of all this dearth of thinges (in comparifon of 
former times) and of the mauif[e]ft impoueriihinge of the Realme, 
and might in fhort time haue ben that deftrudion of the fame, if it 
had not bene the rather remedied, that is, the bating or rather the 
corrupting of our coyne & treafure ; whereby we deuifed a way for 
the firaungers, not only to buy our Gold and iiluer for brafle, and to 
eKbauft this realme of treafure ; but alfo to buy our chiefe commodi- 
ties ^in maner for naught; yet it was thought this ihould haue beene 
a meane, not onely to bryng our treafure home, but to bring much of 
theirs; but the experience playnly declared the contrary, fo that it 
were but a very Dullerdes parte now to be in any doubt thereof. 

Foriboth, and fuch a Dullerd am I in deede, that I cannot per- 
ceaue what hinderance it (hould be to the realme to haue this mettall 
more then that (for our Coyne), feeing the Coyne is but a token to 
goe from man to man, & when it is fbicken with Me Princes feale to 
be currant, what maketh it the matter what mettall it be made of, 
yea, though it were but Leather or paper ? 

You fay but as moft fort of men doe fay, and yet they bee farre 
wide from the trueth, as men that doe not co;ifider the thinge 
groundly ; for by that reafon God would neuer fend dearth among vs, 
but the Prince might quickely remedy it. As, if Corne were at a 
Crowne a buihell, the Prince might prouide Crounes enowe for him 
felfe, and alfo his (ubieds, made of braffe, to pay for the fame ; and fo 
to make it as eafy for him and bis fuhiedes to pay a Crowne of fuch 
mettall for a buihell, as it ihould be for them now to pay a penny for 
the iame; and as the pryce of Corne doth rife, the Prince might raife 
the eilimation of his coyne after the rate, and fo keepe the coyne al- 
wayes at one eilate in deede, though in name it ihould feeme to rife. 
As for example, iuppoic Wbeate this yeare to be at a grote a budiell, 
8c the next yeare at two grotes, the Prince might caule the grote to be 
called viii.d. ; and if the bufhel rofe to xii.d. the buihel, he might raife 
the eilate of the grote to xii.d. j and fo whether it were by making of 
coyne of other mettalles then be of pryce receaued among all men, or 
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Eth. 



by enhaunfing the price of the olde coyne made m mettalles of eHIma- 
tion, the Prince might, if your reafon were true, keepe alwaies not 
onely come, but alfo all other viAualb and neceffaries for * mans life, 
alwayes at one price in deede, though in terme they fhould vary j but 
yee may fee dayly by experience the contrary hereunto, for when 
God fendeth dearth either of come or of other things, there b neither 
Emperor nor King can help it, which they would gladly doe if they 
might, as well for their owne eafe as for their fubiedes -, and might 
foone doe it, if your reafon afore touched might take place ; that is, 
if either they might make coyne of what eflimation they would, of 
vile mettalls ; or els enhaunce the value of coines made in mettalls of 
price, to what fumme they would. Yet a man at the firft blufh 
woulde thinke that a Prince in his realme might doe this eaiily, & 
make what coyne he would to be currant, and of what efHmation it 
pleaied him -, but he that fo thinketh marketh but the termes, & not 
the thinges that are vnderftanded by them, as if a man made no 
difFerence betwene vi. grotes that made an ownce of filuer, & xii. 
grotes that made in all but an ounce of Siluer -, by the grote of the 
firft forte, the fixth parte of an ounce, and by a grote of the other 
forte is the twelfth part of an ownce of filuer vnderftanded j and fo 
there muft be as much difference betwene the one grote & the other, 
as is betwene two and one, the whole thing & the halfe, though 
either of both be called but vnder one name, that is, a grote ; we muft 
confider, though gould & filuer be the mettab commonly wherein the 
coyne is ftricken to be the tokens for exchaunge of thinges betwene 
man and man, yet it is the wares that are neceilary for mans vie, 
that are exchaunged indeede vnder the outward name of the coyne ; 
and it is the raritie & plenty of fuch wares that makes the price 
thereof hier or bafer. And becaufe it were very combrous and charge- 
able to caiy fo much of the wares that we haue aboundance of, to ex- 
chaunge for the wares that we want, alwayes both for the weight of our 
wares, and alfo for that they could not be carried fofarre without perifli- 
ing of the fame, nor proporcioned fo euen, as there ftiould be always 
neither more or lefle brought of our wares then were equiualewt -vrith 
other .wares that we receiue ; therefore were the mettalles of gold & 
filuer deuifed as wares of litle weight, moft in value, & leaft combrous 
to cary, and leaft fubied to detriment or hurt in the cariage thereof; 
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And may be cut and deuided in mofte pieces and portions, without any That the i 

sity of nutUitl 

loile, to bee as the mean in Wares to exchaunge all other wares by. traffique and 

commodity of 

And if the thing were to be new deuifed, necefllty would cauTe vs to exchaiwg made 

Cojrne to bee 

deuife the fame way againe. Fof, put the cafe there were no vfe of dcuiscd. 
money amonge vs, but onely exchaunge of wares for wares, as fom- 
times I do read hath ben; we might at a time haue fuch plenty of Horn. F. de 
things in our realme, as, for example, of come, woUes, & Felles, ^"^'/^t^J?^ 
Cheefe & Butter, and fuch other commodities, as were fufficient for ne. Li. i. 
vs ; and there ihoulde remaine with vs fuch great flore that wee could 
not fpend it in our needes, nor keepe it longe without perifhtng. Would 
not we be glad to exchaunge that abundance of thinges that could 
not abyde the longe keeping, for fuch wares that woulde abyde the 
keeping ? which we mighte exchaunge againe for fuch wares as I re- 
hearfed, or any other as neceflary, when fcarfity of the fame ihould 
happen amonge vs. Yea, verely wee ihoulde ftudy to haue in that 
exchaunge fuch wares as would go in leail romth, and continue 
longeft without perifhtng, and be caried to and fro with leafl charge, 
& be mofl currant at all times and at all places. Is not Gold & Siluer^ f^^. SDt 
the thinges that be moil of that forte, I meane mofl of value, mofl v^yOoidft 
light to be caried, longefl able to abide the keping, aptefl to receiue Se atiSTmost 
any forme, marke, & mofle currant in all places, & mofl eaiely de- TOlne^to%e 
aided into many pieces without lofle of the fhifFe ? In fome of thefe *° "* 
poynts I confefle precious Stones do excel both Siluer & Gold, as in [Precious stones 
value or lightnefTe of cariage ; but, then, they may not be deuided 
•without penfhing of the fubftaunce; nor put agayne together after £aFol 29, back] 
they be once deuided, nor many of them abide fo many daungers 
without penfhing of the matter, nor yet receiue any marke or flampe 
eafely, nor be fo vniuerfally eflemed ; therefore they be not fo meete 
for Inftruments of Exchaunge as Siluer and Golde be, or els they for 
their pieces and lyghtneffe of cariage might be. And, becaufe Gold 
and Siluer haue all thefe commodities in them, they are chofen by Publica meM- 
common affent of the whole world, that is knowen to be of any ciuil- ^™' Aristo. 
ity, to be inflruments of exchaunge to meafure all things by, mofl apte 
to be either caried far or kepte in flore to receiue for thinges, whereof 
we haue abundance, and to purchafe by them agayne other thinges 
which wee lacke, when and where we haue moil neede. As for ex- 
ample, if there were no co3me currant, but exchaunge of thinges, as I 
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fayd fometime there was; fet this cafe, that a Man had as much come 
in one yere as he could not well fpend in hys houie in foure yeares 
after, and perceiued that hee myghte not keepe it fo longe, or till a 
deare or Ikarfe yeare (houlde come j and if he did, much of it ihoulde 
periih, or all j were it not wifedome for him then to exchaunge the 
ouerplus of that come, for fome other ware that might be longer 
kept with out daunger of waft, or demini(hing, for the which he 
myghte at all times haue either Come againe at his neede, or fome 
other neceflarie thinge ? Yeas, no doubt, if there were no vfe of Siluer 
or Golde, he would haue Tinne, brafte, or Leadde, or fuch other like 
thing that would abide the keeping with leaft detriment, and would 
deiire to haue that thinge moft that were in leaft weight, moft in 
value, and in leafte daunger of wearing or periihing, & mofte vni- 
uerfally receiued, wherein Gold and Siluer exceftes all other mettalles. 

What makes thefe Mettalles to bee of more value then other } 

No doubt their exoellencie aboue other mettalles, both ^in pleafure 
and vfe 3 partly the rarity of them. 

What be thefe qualities ? If yee prayfe the Gold for his weight 
or plyablenes. Led doth excel it in thefe pointes ; if yee commend his 
colour, Syluer by many mens iudgementes (whofe colour refembleth 
Me day lyght for his clerenefle) pafleth him. And Herroldes preferres 
it in Armes, becaufe it is furtheft of feene in the Fielde, nor neuer 
feemes other colour but his owne, be it neuer fo farre of ; where all 
other fhall feeme blacke farre of, and fo loofethe fbengtheof theyrowne. 

As much as the Led approcheth the Golde in that point — I fpeake 
of weight and pliablenes — ^it is caft behinde it in other qualities farre 
more commendable, as in colour it either pafleth Siluer, by fome other 
mens iudgementes, becaufe it refembles the colour of the celeftiall 
bodies, as the Sunne and Starres, being the moft excellent thynges that 
commeth vnder the view of the bodely fences of man ; or it is equiva- 
lent to it in armes. I know not how much it is efteemed ; well I 
wote Prynces blafe their armes moft with that colour, whether it bee 
for excellency of the fame, or for that they loue the mettall it is made 
of fo wel, I cannot tel. But now to efteeme theyr other qualityes : 
Golde is neuer wafted nor confumed by fire ; yea, the more it is 
bumed the more puerer it is ; which ye can fay of none other met- 
talles. Then it weares not leffe by occupying, it defyleth not the thing 
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it toucheth, as Siluer doth, with which ye may draw lynes, whych is a rxhe merits of 

Gold over 

declaration that the fhifFe falleth away, albeit wryters do maraell that Silver.] 

it (hould draw fo black a line, being of that brightnes and colour it 

felf. Then there is no mil nor fcurfe thai diminifheth the goodnes or 

waileth th^ fubHaunce of Gold ; it abides tht freating, and licourB 

of Salt & Vinegar wttAout damage, which weareth any other thing $ 

it needes no fire, ere it be made Golde» as others require -, it is Golde as 

(bone as it is founde; it draweth without wooll, ^as it were WoU; it is [> Fol. y>, b«cki 

eafily fpred in leaues of maruailous thinnes ; yee may adome or guild 

any other mettals with it, yea. Stones and Timber ; it is alfo nothinge 

inferiour in commodity of making vefiek or other Infhimientes to iil- 

uer, but rather puerer, cleaner, and more fweete to kepe any liquor in. 

Next him approcheth Siluer in commenda[ti]ons, as in clennes, beauty, [The uses of 

Iweetenes, and lightnes. And it femes not onely to make vefTels and 

other inffaruments, but it is alfo fponne, but not without Woll, as 

Golde may bee, though they could not doe it aforetime, but with 

(jold onely, as I haue hearde ; church Vefhires were made onely of Jt is now spun 

into ChurcK 

Gold then, and now of late of this Siluer, being fpon with filke and vestments.] 

guilte, they counterfeite the olde exceffe of clothe of Golde and tylTue. 

Now to fpeake of other mettalls, yee fee what vfes they ferue for, 

whych if thefe were away ihould bee more eHeemed. Then I toulde 

you the raritye conmiends the fayd mettals of Golde and Siluer yet [The scarceness 

of Gold and 

more then this. For as they do excel in qualities, fo Dame nature Silver makes 

them valuable. 

feemes to haue layde them vp in a further warde, then her other 
giftes, to (hew vs that all fayre things be rare, and that the fayreft 
thinges, as they be hardeH to be attained, fo they be moft to be 
edeemed. If a Glaffe (as Erqfmus fayth wel) were as rare as filuer, Were Ob^s as 

, scarce as silver, 

it ihould be as deare as filuer, and not without caufe ; who could it 'id be as dear.] 

glafe a Window with filuer fo as he might keepe out the iniury of the 

weather, and yet neuertheleffe receiue the commodity of the light 

through the fame to his houfe, as with glade he might ? And fo I 

might commend other things for their vfe afore Gold or Siluer, as 

Iron 8c fteele, with whom yee may make better tooles for many 

neceflary vies then with Gold or Siluer ; but for the vfes that we talke 

of, Siluer and Golde do clearely excel al other mettals. I paile ouer 

that matter. Thus I haue ihewed fome reafon why thefe mettak of 

Golde & Syluer are growen in eiHmation aboue other. 
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^ Why doe Kynges and Princes (bricke thefe mettalles and other with 
a Coyne ? but becaule they would haue that coyne, of what value fo 
euer it be, to beare the eftate that /Ae coine pretendeth, which they 
did in vaine if they could make the mettal that beareth that, to be 
neither better nor worfe in eilimation. Then I had as liefe haue fmal 
gadds or plats of Siluer and Gold, without any coyne at al to go 
abroade from man to man for exchaunge. 

Surely the time was fo, (euen amonge the Romaynes, when 
neither braffe, (iluer, nor golde was coined j) but were efteemed onely 
by the weight. And thereof to this day remayneth thefe vocables of 
Coynes, as Libra, Pondo, Dipondius, as Solidus, Denarius, wordes of 
waightes, that afterward were geuen to coynes, pretending the fame 
weights. Alfo the common officers that waighed thefe rude mettal^ 
were called lAbri pendes, whereof we haue mencion made in the 
Ciuile lawe 5 but, becaufe in great traffique & affembly of buyers, & 
fuch, it was tedious to tary for Me weighing of thefe Mettalles, and 
trying, it was thought good that the Princes fhould (brike thofe met- 
tak with feueral markes, for the variety of the weights they were of, 
to aiTure the Receiuor the fame to be no lefle then the weight it pre- 
tended. As for playner example, they ftrake the pounde weight with 
the marke of the pound, and two ounce with the marke of the ounce, 
and fo after the variety of the weights of other pieces variable markes; 
whereby began the names of Co3mes, fo that the people needed not to 
bee troubled with the weighing and trying of euery piece ; beinge af- 
fured by the marke of the Prynce, that euery piece contayned the 
weight that was fignified by the marke fet on euery one j the Prynces 
credite was then fuch amonge their fubieds as they doubted nothinge 
therein. As foone as they attempted to doe otherwife, that is, to 
marke the halfe pound with the marke of the pound, & the halfe 
ounce with the marke of the ounce, ^a while their credite made thofe 
coynes currant. As I read among the Romaynes pra^zed more then 
once, but afToone as it was efpied, the two pieces of halfe pounds 
went no farther then the one piece of a whole pound went before. 
And at length, as much as they wonne at the firft, they loft at the laft 
in pajrment of their rentes, cuftomes, and duties. And fo the nearer 
Eaft, the further from Weft. And they confequently loft their credite; 
much like as I haue knowne certain townes in England to haue done 
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which were wont to make their clothes of a certa}me bredth and lengthy rSome English 

towns stampt 

and to let their feales to the fame ; while they kept the rate truly, their full- 

measure cloths 

ftraungers did but looke on the feale, and receaue the)T ware, wherby with a seal ; and 

buyers bought 

thefe townes had great vent of theyr clothes, and confequently prof- by the seal only.] 

pered very well. Afterward, fome in thefe townes, not contented with 

reafonable gaines contynuall, and deiiering more, Deuifed clothes of (Then some 

lefle lengthe, bredth, and goodnefle, then they were wont to bee, and «eai on "»«|«: 

yet by the commendation of the feale to haue as much Money for the 

fame as they had before for good clothes, and for a time they gat 

much, and fo abafed the credite of theyr PredeceiTors to thejrr finguler 

Luker, which was recompenced with the lofle of theyr Pofterity. For 

after thefe Clothes were founde faulty, for all their feales, they were [The cheat was 

^ , found outt aad 

not onely neuer the better trufted, but much lefle for theyr Seale, then the seal 

discredited eves 

yea, though their Clothes were well made 3 for when theyr vntruth good cloths.] 

and falflioode was efpied, then no man woulde buy theyr clothes, till 

they were enfearched and vnfoulded, regarding nothing the feale 3 and 

yet becaufe they founde them vntrue in fome parte, they miftrufted 

them in other 3 and fo would gene lefle for thofe clothes then for any 

other lyke, hauing no Scales to the fame, whereby the credite of the 

faid townes was loft, and the townes vtterly decayed. Dyd yee not 

fee that our Coyne was difcredited immediately vpon the alteration of 

it, in the late yeares of King Henry ^the eyghte, fpecially among c^FoLsaj 

Straunirers, whych euer before defiered to ferue vs afore all other Na- [So our base coin 

•=* ' was soon found 

tions, at all our needes, for the goodnes of our Cojme ? And then they out, and th«i 
would let vs haue nothing from them, but onely for our commodities; J"^***" °"' . 
as Wooll, Felles, Tallow, Butter, Cheefe, Tynne, and Ledde ; & where ^**^";?^- 
before time they were wont to brynge vs for the fame, either good ^ISJr'buttons, 
Golde or flluer, or els as neceflary commodities agajme ; then they **=^ 
fent vs eyther fuch trifles as I fpake of before : as Glafles, gaily Pots, 
tennice Balles, Papers, Gyrdels, Brouches, Buttons, Dyalles, and fuch 
light ware that ftandeth them in no charge or vfe, or els (if it be true 
that I haue heard, and as I tolde you in your eare before) they fent vs 
Brafle for our Treafure of Golde and flluer, and for our fayd com- What doe stnut- 
modities; I warrant you, yee fawe no Golde nor Siluer broughte ouer forourTrS- 
vnto vs, as it was before vfed, & no maruayle y to what purpofe fliould commodities f 
they bring flluer or Golde thither, whereas the fame was not efteemed ? 
Therefore, I haue heard fay for a truth, and I beleeue it the rather to 
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bee trae, becaufe it is likely, that after that our Coyne was bafed and 
altered, Straungers counterfeited our Coyne, & founde tht meanes to 
haue greate MaiTes of that tranfported hether, and here vttered it well 
for our olde Golde and iiluer, as alfo for our chief e commodities, 
which thinge I reporte mee vnto you what inconuenience it might 
bring vnto this Realme if it were fufTered, in a (mall compaile of 
time? 

There be fearchers that myght let that matter well ynough, if they 
be true, both for flaying of fuch falfe Coyne to come in, and of our 
old Coyne to goe forth. 

I fayd fo to the man that tolde mee the fame tale that I tolde you 
euen now. And he anfwered me, there were many wayes to deceaue 
the Searchers, if they were neuer fo true, as by putting of the fayde 
Cojme in their fhippes balaft, or in fome vefTelles of Wyne or other 
Lyquor, tranlpor'ted either vnto vs or from vs. then, euery Creake in 
this Realme hath not fearchers ; And if they had, they bee not fuch 
faintes as would not bee corrupted for money. Befides this, was there 
not made proclamations that the olde coyne, fpecially of Golde, 
(hould not be currant here aboue fuch a pryce? was not that the 
redieil way to driue away our golde from vs ? euery thing will goe 
where it is mod edeemed, and therefore our treafure went ouer in 
heapes. 

I belieue well, that thefe were meanes to exhaufl th^ olde treafure 
from vs, which yee haue reieded ; but how it ihould make euery 
thing fo deare among our felues, (ince the time (as yee fayd it doth), 
J cannot yet perceaue the reafon. 

Why? doe yee not perceiue, that by reafon hereof wee payde 
dearer prefently for euery thing that we haue from beyonde the Sea, 
then wee were wont to doe before ? 

That cannot be denied. 

By howe much, thinke you ? 

By the thirde parte, well maner of things. 

Muft not they that buy deare, fell deare agayne theyx wares ? 

That is true, if they intend to thriue j for he that felleth good 
cheape & buyeth deare, ihall neuer thriue. 

You haue your felfe declared the reafon why things witAin the 
Realme proued after that time fo deare ; for wee muft buy deare all 
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things bought from beyond the fea, & therefore wee mud fell agayne Why thinges 
as deare our things, or eb wee make ill bargaynes for our felues. reaime should 

be CO dcu^ 

And though that reafon maketh it plaine, yet the experience of the 
thing maketh it playner ; for where yee fay that euery thing bought 
beyond the fea is commonly dearer by the third parte then it was, 
do yee not fee the fame proportion rayfed in our wares, if it be not 
more? 

What lode haue wee by this, when wee fell our commodities as Knight. 
deare as wee buy others ? 

' I graunte to one forte of men, I accompt it no lofTe^ yea, to fome Doctor, 
other a Gayne more then any lofle, and yet to fome other fort a '•'^°*" ^ 
greater lofle then it is profit to that other 3 yea, generally to the vtter 
impoueriihing of the Reaime, and weaking of the Queenes maieilies 
power exceedingly. 

I pray you, what be thofe forts that yee meane? And firft of thofe Knight 
that yee thinke ihould haue loife thereby ? 

I meane al thefe that lines by buying and felling 3 for, as they buy Doctor 
deare, they (ell thereafter. 

What is the next fort that yee fay would win by it ? Knight, 

Mary, all fuch as haue takinges or Fearmes in theyr owne manor- Doctor, 
ance at the olde rent -, for where they pay after the olde rate, they fell Some had 

gaynes by the 

after the new ; that is, they pay for theyr lande good cheape, and fell ^teration of 
all things growing thereof deare. 

What forte is that which yee fayde (hould haue greater lofle here- Knight 
by, then thefe men had profit ? 

It is all Noblemen, Gentlemen, and all other that Hue either by a Doctor, 
flented rent or flypend, or doe not Manure the ground, or doe occupy 
no lining or felling. 

I pray you perufe thefe fortes as yee did the other, one by one. Knight 
and by courfe. 

I will gladly : firfle, the Noblemen and Gentlemen lyue for the Doctor, 
mofl part on the yerely reuenues of their lands and fees geuen them 
of the Prynce. Then ye know he that may fpend now by fuch Whohuliosse 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ bythealtera- 

reuenues and fees CCC.li. a yere, may not keepe no better port then donofCoine. 
his father, or any other before him, that could fpend but nigh CC.li.; 
and fo yee may perceiue it is a great abatement of Mans Counte- 
naimce, to take away the thirde parte of his liuing ; and therefore 
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CFoLm] 
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shall be most 

«»y.] 



gentlemen doe (ludy fo much the increale of their Lands aixd en- 
hauniing of their Rentes^ and to take Fearmes and pafhires to their 
owne handes as yee fee they doe, and all to feeke to maintayne their 
countenaunces as their predecePfors did, and yet they came fliorte 
there in. Some other, feeing the charges of houfeholde encreafe fo 
much, as by no prouifiou they can make, it can bee holpen, geue ouer 
their houiholdes, and get them Chambers in London or aboute the 
courte, and there Ipend their time, fome of them with a feruaunt or 
two, where he was wont to keepe thirty or forty perfons daily in his 
houfe, and to doe good in the Countrey in keeping good order and rule 
among his neighbors. The other forte be euen Seruingmen, and men 
of Warre, that hauing but their olde flented wages, cannot finde thew 
felues there- with as they might afore time, without rauin or ipoile. 
And ye know xii.d. a day now will not go fo far as viii. pence would 
aforetime. And therefore yee haue men fo euill willing to feme the 
Prince now a dayes, from that they were wont to bee. Alfo, where 
xl. ihillinges a yere was honefl wages for a Yeomen afore this time, 
and XX. pence a weeke borde wages was fuflicient, no we double as 
much will fkante beare their charge. 

That is longe of theyr exceffe, afwell in Apparell as in fare, for now 
a dayes Seruingmen goe more codely in apparell, and looke to fare 
more daintely then their maiflers were wont to doe in times pail. 

No doubt that is one great caule of the greater charge of houfe- 
holde. For I know when a Seruingman was content to go in a 
Kendall coate in Sommer, and a frife coate in winter, and with a 
plaine white hole made meete for his body. And with a piece of 
biefe, or fome other difhe of fodde meate all the weeke longe : Now 
he will looke to haue at the leaH, for fommer, a coate of the fined 
cloth that may bee gotten for money, and his Hofen of the finefl 
Kerfey, and that of fome ftraung die : as Flaunders die, or french 
puke, that a Prince or great Lord can weare no finer, if he weare 
cloth. Then their coates ihalbe garded, cut, & ditched; and the 
breches of their hofe fo drawen with filke, that the work'manfhip 
(liall farre paife the pryce of the ftuffe. And thys thing is not re- 
drained as it (hould be, but rather cheriihed of the Maiders, on driuing 
with the other who may bee mod proude, and whofe retinue may 
goe mod lauidi & gay for a time of fliowe^ whereas through fiich 
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excefle they are fajne all the reft of the yere to keepe the fewer fer- 

uaontes. And fo in exceiTe of meates, they fare at fome tymes in the [Excess in food 

now.] 

yeare, that in the whole yeare after they keepe eyther no houfes at all, 

or if they doe it ihalbe very fmal. Like exceiTes afwell in apparell as 

in fare were vfed in Rome, a litle before the declination of the Empyre, 

fo as wyfe men haue thought it was occafion of the decay thereof. 

And, therefore, Cato and diuerle wyfe fenatours at that time, would 

haue had lawes made for reftrainte of fiich excefles; and for that, 

through the infolencie of fome that maintained the contrary, the fame 

were not duly executed, much pride enfued there, and of pride, diuiiion; 

and through deuifion, vtter defolation of the common weale. I pray 

God this Realme may beware by that example, fpecially London, the 

head of the empyre, where fuch exceftes (by reafon the Wealth al- ci'OBdon goes to 

moft of thys Realme is heaped vp there, as the Come of a Field into a excess in dress 

bame) be moft vfed j for in other parties commonly of thys Realme, 

the lawe of neceifity keepes men in a good cafe for exceeding either 

in apparell or fare. I thinke wee were as much dread or more of our 

enemies, when our Gentlemen went fimply, and our Seruingmen 

plainely, without Cuts or gards, bearing their heauy Swordes and rLight swords 

Buckelers on their thighes, in fted of cuts and Gardes and light daunf- white rods for 

spears, are now 

ing Swordes -, and when they rode, carying good Speares in theyx carriM : men are 
hands, in ftede of white rods, which they cary now, more like ladies 
or gentlewemen then men; all which delicacyes maketh our men 
cleane effeminate & without ftrength. 

We may thanke our longe peace & quiet within ihe realm, that Knight. 
men be not forced to ride fo ftrong. It was a troblous ^ world as well [< FoL 34> back] 
within the Realme as without, when men went and rode as you do 
Ipeake. 

What can you tell what time or how fone fiich a world may come Doctor, 
again ? Wife men do fay, that in peace men muft looke and pro- 
uide for warre, and in warre again for peace. If men might be al- in peace, looke 
waies fure of peace, then needed no man to keepe men at all. But 
iith it is otherwiie, and that the iniquitie of men is fuch as they can- 
not bee longe wythoute Warre, And that we recken heere in Englande mie stroi^h of 
our chiefe ftrength to be in our Seruingmen & yeomen, it were wife- Servingmen*uid 
dome to exercife them in tyme of peace, fomwhat wyth fuch apparell, •*°*^ 
fare, and hardenes, as they mufte needes fuftayne in time of warre, 

BHAKBPEBK*B KNQLAKD : BTAFFOBD. 5 
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then the fame (hall bee no nouelty to them when the7 come to it ; 
and theyr bodies ihall bee ftrong, and harder to beare that that they 
were fomewhat accoftomed withall afore. Let this that I fay be of no 
credite^ if delicacie^ and tendemes was not the moft occafion of the fub- 
duing of the greated Empyres that were. 

Surely, ye fay very wel, and that which foundeth to good reaiba. 
I mufl needes alowe that I haue found true my ielfe, for my men are 
fo tenderly vfed in time of peace, that they can not away with any 
heauy armour in time of warre, but dther ihirts of Maile or Coates of 
linnen ragges, which a' ihotte may perhaps deceyue vs. Then what 
faye you by our buildinges, that wee haue here in Englande of late 
dayes, far more exceffiue then at any time heretofore ? Doth not 
that impouerifli the Reaime, & cauie men to keepe leiie Houfes ? 

I fay that all thefe thynges be tokens & Oraamentes of peace, 
and that no doubte is caule of lefle Houfholdes, fith the buildings and 
trimming of thofe houfes fpendes away that that (hould be otherwife 
fpent in houfhold. But it doth not empouerifh the Realme at all, for 
all the expences of buildings, for the mod part, is (pent amonges our 
(elues & 'amonges our neighbours^ and Countreymen : As amongs 
Carpenters, Mafons, and Labourers, except men will fall to guilding 
or peinting of theie Houfes. For in that much treafure may be (pent, 
and to no vfe. Alfo the Areies, Verderers, and Tapifiry workes, where- 
with they bee hanged commonly, conueieth ouer into Flounders & other 
ftraunge Countreyes (where they be had from) much of our Treafure. 

Syr, yet I muft remember you of one thing more, which men do 
fuppofe to be a great occafion of the fpendinge of the treafure abroade; 
& it is where there is comen to th^ crown of late yeares much lands, 
by reafon of Monafleries, colleges, and Chauntres diflblued, which 
men fuppofe hath bene the caufe two maner of waies, that there is 
leile treafure abroade in the Realme. One is, becaufe the reuenues of 
the fayd places, diffolued heretofore, were fpent in the countrey, and 
went from hand to hande there, for Vittayle, cloth, and other thtnges; 
and now are gone to one place out of Me countrey. Another is, that 
diuers men whych had any ryches or wealth, vttered the fame, to buy 
perfelles of the fayd diffolued landes, lying commodities for them i 
whereby, one way & other, the whole riches of the countrey is fweeped 
away. 
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Truth it is, alfo, that it wringed the countrey abroad for the time, Doctor, 
and had kept it fo ftill if the Kynges Maieftye had not difperfed the £J^^^'j^ 
fame lands abroad among them in the countrey againe; but after that E*^5^^^e*** 
his htghnes departed with a great deale of thofe poOTeflions, part by ^JJi^^ ^ 
gift and part by fale, treafure hath and will encreafe againe, abroad, 
afmuch as euer it was, if it be not letted by other meanes -, fo that I 
take thai to be no great caufe of the dearth that we haue, for the 
(byle is not taken away, but the poffeffion thereof is onely tranf ferred 
from one kinde of perfons to another. 

Then, to retoume to the matter of the Coyne where wee ^[lleft, I Knight 

. [« FoL 35, back] 

haue heard your conceipte how the alteration thereof within our 
Realme did fome Men no harme, as Buyers and fellers: fome other it 
dyd good vnto, as Farmors that had Lande at the olde Rent ; and 
fome other, as Gentlemen, men of warre, feruaufits, and all other 
Ijruing by any rated or dented rent or flipend, were great lofers by it. 
But I heard you fay it was fo much withall to the lofle of the Prynce, [How did Henry 

Vlll.'s debase 

that it might be to the great perill of the whole Realme in procefle of ment of our 

Coin injure tho 

time. I meruayle how it (houlde bee fo, for I hearde wife men fay, that Country?] 

the Queenes hignefie Father did winne ineflimable great fummes by 

the altera[t]ion of the Coyne. 

So it was for the time, but I liken that gaines to fuch as men haue Doctor. 

when they fell away their Lands, to haue the greater fome at one 

time, and euer after to loofe the contynuall increafe what (hould How the alte- 
ration of the 
grow therof . For you knowe al the treafure of this Realme muft {^y"* **»o«w 

be most losse 

once in few yeares come to the Prynces handes by one meanes or *® '**« Prince. 

other, and from thence it fhould goe abrode againe to the Subieds. 

As all Springes runneth to the Ocean Sea, & out of it are they fpred 

abroad againe; then, as they came into the kings coffers at the firft in 

good mettall, they came forth in fuch as you haue heretofore feene. 

And, albeit it feemeth at the firft viewe to empoueriflie but the fub- [How can the 

ieds only, at length it empoueriflieth alfo the Prynce ; and then, if the ii"o*?r\^^^^ 

Prince fhould want in time of warre, fpecially fufficient treafure to ISSS!^!lilh 

pay for armor, weapons, tacklinges of fhippes, gunnes, and other ar- *^"* 

tillary, neceffary for the warre, and could by no meanes haue of the 

fubiedes wherewith to buy the fame, what caufe fhould. the Realme be 

in ? Surely in very euill 5 & therefore thefe Coynes and Treafure be 

not without caufe called of wyfe men, Nerui bellorum, {thai is to fay) 
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the Synowes of Warre. And that is the greateft daunger that I doe 
confider fhoulde growe for want of treafure to the Prince and the 
Realme; *for thoagh a Prjrnce may haue what coyne he will currant 
within his Realme^ yet the ftraungers cannot be compelled to take 
them. And I grannt, if men might line within themfelues^ all to- 
gether without borowinge of any other thing outwarde, we might 
deuife what coyne we woulde j but fince wee muft haue neede of 
other, and they of vs, wee muft frame our things, not after our owne 
phantaiies, but to foUowe the common market of all the worlde -, and 
wee may not fet the price of things at our pleafure, but follow the 
price of the vniuerfall Market of the World. I graunt, alfo, that 
BralTe hath bene coyned ere this ; yea, & Leather hi fome places. 
But euer I reade, that was at an extreme neede, which thinge is not to 
bee followed as an example, but to be efchewed as longe as poffible 
may be. And if our treafure be farre fpent and exhauft, (as it hap- 
ened in the later yeares of Kinge Henry the eight,) I could wiih that 
any other order were taken for the recouery of it, then tke deprauing 
of our coines, which ferueth the Prince but a litle while, for fome 
prefent (hifte, and hindred him a longe time afterwardes. I am per- 
fwaded that within our Realme treafure might bee foone recouered 
by thefe two meanes : firft, if we forbad the bringing in and felling of 
fo many trifles as I before reherfed to be brought vs from beyond the 
fea, & that nothing made beyond the fea of our owne commodities 
fhould be fould heere. And fecondly, if we forbad that none of our 
commodities fhoulde paffe vnwrought ouer fea, which being wrought 
here, and foulde ouer, (hould bring in infinite treafure in ihorte 
time. 

Mary, and there yee bee contrary to the opinions of many a great 
wife man, which thinke it better that all our wooll were fould ouer fo 
vnwrought, then any Clothiers fhoulde be fet a worke withall within 
this realme. 

That were a fb-aunge thing, in myne opinion, that any man (houlde 
thinke foj and what (hould mooue them to be ^of that opynion, I pray 
you? 

I will tell you. They take it, that all infurredions & vproares, for 
the moft parte, do rife by occafion of thele clothiers; For, when 
clothiers lack vent ouer fea, then is a great multitude of thefe clothiers 
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idle; And, when they be idle, then they affemble in companies and 
murmur for lack of lining, and fo picke one quarrell or other to ftirre Whether all 
the poore cominalty, that bee as idle as they, to a commotion. And, vvere expedient 
fometimes by occanon of warres, there mun needes bee fome Itay of uer vawroucht. 
Clothes, fo as they cannot haue alwayes lyke fale or vent 3 at euery 
which time, if the (ayd Clothiers ihould take occaiion of commotion, 
they thinke it were better that there were none of them in the Realme 
at all, and confequently, that ihe woU were vttered vn wrought ouer 
fea then to haue it wrought here. 

So it may feeme to them that couiidereth one inconuenience and Doctor, 
not another. Surely, whofoeuer hath many Perfons vnder his Gouem- 
aance (hall haue much a doe to goueme them in quietneile ; and hee 
that hath a greate family, fhall haue fometiaies trouble in ruling of 
them. It were but a meane Pollicy, eyther for a Prince to demiuilhe 
hys number, for a Maifter of a Houfe to put away hys Seruaunts, be- 
caufe he would not haue any trouble with the gouernaunce of them ; 
he that would fo doe might be well refembled to a man that fliould 
fell hb land becaufe he would not bee troubled with the accompt of 
it. f thinke it meete that we did not onely eucreafe the feate of [We want our 

cloth-making 

clothing, but alfo intend diners other mo feates and occupations, trade increasi, 

and more trades 

wherby our People might bee fet a worke, rather then take away any brought in.] 

occupation firom them ; fpecially fuch as clothinge is, that fettes fo 

many thouiandes a woorke, and enryche both Towne and Countrey. 

Where it is occupyed in Fenice, as I haue heard, and in many other 

places beyond Sea, they rewarde and chearifli euery man that bryngs 

in ' any newe Arte or mifterye, whereby the people might be fet a [i FoI. 37] 

worke, with fuch thinges as ilioulde both finde their workemen, and Mysteries are 

alfo bring ibme treafure or other conmiodity into the Countrey. And rather than di- 

* mtnished* 

(hall we contrarywife labour to deftroy our beft and moft profitable 
trade, which is by clothing ? I would know what thinge ek might 
bringe vs treafure from ftraunge parties, or wherewith (houlde fo 
many of our people be (et a worke, as haue nowe their lyuings by 
clothing, if that occupation were layde downe ? 

Mary ! wee might haue treafure ynough firom outward Parties for Knighte. 
our Woolles, thoughe nonne were wroughte within the Realme; And, 
as for an Occupation, to fet our Clothiers a worke, they mighte bee [Set Clothiers to 
(et to the Plough and hufbandry, and that (hould make hufbandry to 
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be the more occupied, & graiing lefle, when all thefe people that 
nowe doe occupy clothing fhould fall to hufbandry. 

As to the firft that yee fayd, that Wool! is fufficient to bring in 
treafure 5 if it were (as it is not in deede,) yet that Feate were not for 
the Weale nor for continuaunce of the Realme. For when euer}' 
man would fall to breede iheepe, and to increafe WooU, and fo ai 
length all other occupations fhould bee fet a fide, and breedinge of 
fheepe onely occupied -, then yee knowe that a fewe (heepe maiflers 
would feme for a whole Sh)Te 5 & fo in procefTe of time the multi- 
tude of the fubie6b fhould be wome away, and none lefte but a fewe 
Sheepherds, whicK were no number fufficient to feme the Prince at 
neede, or to defende this realme firom Enemies. As to the other 
parte of your tale, whereby yee woulde that thefe Clothiers fhoulde 
fall from that occupation to hufbandry ; how coulde fo many added 
to them that occupy hufbandry already, get their lyuinge by the fame, 
when they that bee hufbandmen nowe haue but a fmall Lyuinge 
thereby ? And if yee woulde fay to mee that they flioulde haue at all 
times free vent and full Sale of * their corne ouer fea, then conmieth 
the fame inconuenience in that ye thought to auoide before, by put- 
ting them from clothing. For fome yeres it fhould happcTz either for 
warres, or by reafon of plenty in all partes beyond the Sea, that they 
fhould haue no vent of their corne, and then be dryuen to be idle, and 
confequently for lacke of lining to affemble together, and make like 
vproares as ye fpake of before. 

They haue in Frounce more handy craftes occupied, and a greater 
multitude of Artificers, then we haue here by a greate deale j and for 
all that they haue made many greate flurres and commotions there 
before this, yet they will not deflroy Artificers 3 for, they know thai 
the highefl Prynces of them all, without fuch artificers, could not 
maintaine their efiate. Doe not all theyr toules, cuflomes, taxes, tal- 
lages, and fubfidies, chiefely growe by fuch artificers ? What king can 
maineteine his eflate with his yearly reuenues, onely growing of his 
landes ? For, as many femaunts in a houfe, well fet a worke, gaines 
euery man fomewhat to their Aaifler : So doth euery artificer in a 
Realme ech gaine fomewhat; and altogether, a great mafic to the king 
& his realm euery yeare it bringeth. 

And now, becaufe we are entred into communication of artificers, 
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I will make this diaifion of them. Some of them doe but conuey Three sortes of 

money oat of the countrey ; Some other> that which they get> they 

doe fpend againe ia the countrey. And the third forte of Artificers 

is of them that doe bring in Treafore into the countrey. Of the firft [t. Middlemen 

impoxters.] 

fort^ I recken all mercers^ Grocers, Vintners, Haberdaihers, Milleners, 

and fuch as doe fell wares growing beyond the fea, and do fetch out One bringeth 

^ * out our Trea- 

our treafure for the iame, which kinde of artificers, as I recken them sure. 

tollerable, yet not fo neceifary in a common Weale but they might 

be befl fpared of all other. Yet, if we had not other Artificers to 

bringe in as much treafure as they doe ^cary forth, we fhould be greate \} ^°MJ» '*'*• 

loofers by them. Of the fecond forte bee thefe Shoomakers, Tailours, 

Carpenters, Mafons, Tylers, Bouchers, Brewers, Bakers, and Vidailers A notiier ipeivd 

. .... that they get 

of all fortes, which, like as they get their liuing in ^Ae countrey, fo in the same 

' *^ ** ^ countrey ft* 

they fpend it 5 but they bring in no treafure vnto vs. Therefore, we «;*ync 
mufl cheariih well the third fort. And thofe be Clothiers, Tanners, The thnd sort 

bring in Trea- 

Cappers, and Worfledmakers, onely that I knowe, (which by their sure, and there 

fore must be 

miseries & faculties) do bring in any treafure. As for our woUes, cherished. 

felles, Tinne, Ledde, Butter, and. Cheefe, thefe be commodities that 

the ground beares, requyring the indufhye of a fewe perfons $ and if 

wee fhoulde onely truft to fuch, and deuyfe nothing els to occupy our 

felues with, a few perfons would feme for the rearing of fuch thinges, 

and few alfo it would finde^ and fo fhould our realme be but like a 

grange, better fumifhed with beafles then with men, whereby it mighte 

be flibiede to the fpoile of other nations; aboute whych is the more 

to be feared and efchued, becaufe the countrey of his owne kinde is p'v^f""^ 

apte to bringe forth fuch tbinges as bee for encreafe of cattell, then for ^'J,^** 

fuch thinges as be for ilm nourifhment of men. If Pomponius Mela Pomp. Me. 

be to be beleeued, which, defcrybing thys IJande, fayeth thus : Plana, 

ingens, t^ferax: fed eorum, que pecora, quAm homines benignius alant; 

That is to fay, * it is playne, large, & plentifiill. But of thefe things 

that nourifheth BeaHes more kindely then men.' So many Forefles, 

Chafes, Parkes, Marfhes, and wafb groundes being more here then 

mofi commonly elfwhere, declare the fame not to bee all in vayne 

that hee afiEyrmes. It hath not fb much erable Grounde, Vynes, 

Olyues, Fruites, and fuch as bee both mofl neceffary for the foode of 

men. And as they requyre many hands in their culture, fo they finde 

mofl perfons foode, as Frounce and dluerie other Cotmtries haue. 
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Therefore, as much groande ^as is here apte for thefe things, would be 
toumed as much as may be to fuch vfes as may finde mofte peribns. 
And ouer that townes and Cities would be repleni(hed wyth all kiude 
of Artificers, not onely clothyers, which is, as it were, our naturall oc- 
cupation, but with Cappers, Glouers, Paper-makers, Glafiers, Paynteis, 
Golde-fmithes, blacke-fmithes of al fortes, Couerlet-makers, needle- 
makers, pinners, and fuch other ; fo as we (hould not onely haue 
inough of fuch thiuges to ferue our Realrae, and faue an infinyte 
treafure that goeth now ouer for mauy of the fame ^ but alfo might 
fpare of fuch things ready wrought to be folde ouer, whereby we 
(hould fetch againe other neceifary commodities or treafure. And this 
(houlde both replenifh the Realme of People able to defende it, and 
alfo faue & winne much treafure to the fame. Such occupations 
alone do enrich diuers countreyes that be else baren of them felues. 

And what riches they bringe to the Couutries where they be well 
vfed, the Countrey of Flaunders and Germanie do well declare, 
where, through fuch occupations, it hath fo many & eke fo wealthy 
Cities that it were almoft incredible fo litle grounde to fuflaiue fo 
much people. Wherefore, in my minde they are far wide of right 
confi deration, ikat would haue either none or els lefle clothing wttAin 
this Realme, becaufe it is fome time occafion of bufines & tumultes, 
which commeth for lacke of vent. There is nothing euery way fo 
commodious or neceifary for mans vfe, but it is fometimes, by ill hand- 
ling, occafion of fome difjpleafure, no, not fier and water that be fo 
necelTary, as nothing can be more. 

Yea, mailer Do^or, we (land not in like cafe as Fraunce or Floun- 
ders that yee fpeake of 5 if they haue not vente one way, they may 
haue it another way allwaies, for the firme land is rounde about them 
in maner. If they bee at warre with one Neyghbour, they will bee 
friendes with another, 'to whofe Countreyes they may fende theyr 
commodities to fell. 

So may wee bee, if wee were fo wyfe to keepe one Friende or 
other alwayes in hande. Who will bee fo mad, being a Priuate man, 
but hee will be fure to doe fo? Let wyfe men confider what Friendes 
this Realme hath had in time pad. And if they bee nowe loft or in- 
tercepted another way fince, let vs purchafe other for them ; or els 
geue as litle occafion of breache with our Neyghbours as may bee. 
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The Wyfe man, as I remember^ fayth in Eccl^ajies : Non eft bonum 
komini efjefolum, 

Alfo, in Fraunce they haue diuerfe Bandes of men in Annes, in Knight, 
diuerfe places of the Reahne, to repreffe fuch Tumults quickely if any !JSu^%e^aV 
(hould arife. If wee had the like heere, wee might bee boulde to L^I^^TuScr 
haue as many Artificers as they haue. 

GOD fworbote^ that euer wee (houlde haue any fuch Tyrauntes Husband. 
come among vs 5 for, as they fay, fuch will in the Countrey of Fraunce B<S?i* forbid^'^* 
take poore mens Hennti^ Chikens, Pigges, and other prouifion, and n^ranny^olcr 
paye nothinge for it, except it bee an ill turae, as to Rauiftie hys fS^.""]*** 
Wyfe or his Daughters fof it. and euen in like manner fayd the 
Marchaunt man j adding thereto, that hee thought that woulde rather Marchaunt. 
bee an occafion of Commotions to bee (Hrred^ then to bee quenched. 
For (as hee fayd) the Stomaks of Engliihe men woulde neuer beare to 
fufier fuch Iniuries and Reproches, as hee heard that fuch vfed to doe 
to the Subieds of Fraunce, which in reproche they call Pefaunts. [French 

Mary, the Prynce might reftrayne them well ynough, for doing Knight. 
Outrages, vpon great paynes. 

What if it were ikant in his power to do ? the Romaines had fome- Doctor, 
times fuch men of armes in diuerfe places for defence of the £mpyre, 
it was thought, that at length it ouerHhrewe the fame. Julius Cafar [« Foi. 39, back! 
doth that declare ; and many times after that, when the Emperors 
died, the men of warre erefted what Emperor they lyded, fometime 
of a Slaue or a Bondman, contrary to the ele^on of the Senate of 
Rome, being chiefe Cou;ifaylors of the Empyre, till the whole Empyre 
was cleane defbroyed ; it is not for commotions of Subie6ts that 
Fraunce alfo keepeth fuch, but the date and neceffity of the Coun- [France must 

keep troops ; 

trey, which is enuironed about with enemies, and neither fea nor wall 
betwene them, againd whofe Inrodes and inuafion they majmtayne 
thole men of warr of neceffity. They would faine lay them downe, 
if they duril, for feare of their neighbours. And fome wyfe men 
among them haue fayd and written, that the fame men of Armes may and yet they 
bee the deffarudion of their Kingdome at length. And befide that the ^ntr^j"*^ 
largenefle of our Dominion, or Situation of the iame towarde other 
Countreyes, doth not require fuch men, nor yet the reuenewes of this 
realme, is able to make vp /Ae like number with Fraunce. And then 
if we (hould make a leile number, wee ihould declare our felues in- 
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feriour in power to Fraunce^ to whom wee haue bene hitherto counted 
Superiour in fucctifles, through the ftoutenefle of our Englifhe hartes. 
And therefore I would not haue a (mall fore cured by a greater griefe, 
nor for auoydinge of populer (edition, which happeneth very feldome 
and foone quenched, to bring in a continuall yoake, & charge both to 
the Prince and the people. 

You fay well, and fo as I can fay do' more agaiuft your fentence, 
but yet I would wi(he your faying coulde fatiffie other men as well as 
it doth mee. » 

Well, it is nowe tyme to make an ende. I haue troubled you 
heere with a tedious and longe talke. 

I could be content to be troubled longer of that forte. 

And fo coulde wee, though it were all this day, but for troubling 
of your felfe, gentle maifter Dodor. 

' Yet the moft nece(rary poynte which we fpake of is yet behinde, 
that is, how thefe thinges may be remedied ^ And therefore we will 
not goe from you, till wee haue hearde your aduice herein. 

A Gods name, I will (hewe my phantafie in that part; But let vs 
firft goe to fupper. And fo wee went together to our Supper^ where 
our Hofte had prepared honedly for vs. 



[P- 73 > 1* 7* ^^ sworboie. Compare in the Percy Folio Robin 
Hood, &c., p. 18, 1. 59, vol. i., 

" Now Marry, godsforboti " said the SherifFe, 
" that euer that shold bee." 

The phrase occurs again in p. 30, 1. 64; p. 393, 1. 1230. "Fore- 
bedynge (or forbode, or forefendynge). Profubkio, inhibido.** — 
Promptorium^ ab. 1440 a.d.] 
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THE THIRD DIA- cFt^w., 

logue, wherein arc deuifed 

fome remedies for the fame 
griefes. 

Fter wee had well refrefhed our felues at Knight, 
fupper, I thought long til I had knowne th& 
iudgement of mayfler Doctor about the remedies 
of the thinges aboue remembred, how he thought 
they, might bee beft redrefled, and with leaft 
daunger or alteration of things. (And therefore 
I layd vnto him thus :) Since yee haue declared vnto vs (good mai- [Pray, Doctor, 

tell us the reme* 

fler Dodor) our difeafes^ and alfo the occaiions thereof, we pray you <ii«s for our 

country's ills.} 

leaue vs not deflitute of conuenient remedies for the fame. You haue 
perfwaded vs full, and wee perceaue it well our felues, that wee are 
not now in fo good flate as wee haue bene in times pail. And you 
haue ihewed vs probable occaiions that hath brought vs to that cafe, 
therefore now wee praye you ihewe vnto vs what mighte remedye 
theie our griefes. 

When a man doth perceaue his griefe, and the occafion alfo of the Doctor, 
fame, hee is in a good way of amendment. For, knowing the occa- 
iion of the griefe, a man may foone auoide the fame occafion ; and 
that being auoyded, the griefe is alfo taken away. For as the Phylo- 
fopher fayth : Suhlata caufa tollitur ^eBus. But, let vs briefly re- 
count the griefes and then the occaiions thereof, and thirdly goe to the [The nis are, 
inquiiition of the remedies for the fame. Firil, this vniuerfall ^dearth, x. Dearth, 
in comparifon of that former age, is Me chiefefl griefe that all men ^^ ^®^ **^ 
complaines moil on. Secondly, Inclofures, k tumyng of erable 9. incioctues, 
Grounde to pafture. Th)rrdly, decayinge of Townes, Towneihippes, ArabiTSIt* 
and Villages 5 and lail, deuiiion & diueriitie of opinions in religion, jl Decay of 
The occaiions or caufes of thefe, although I haue before diuerfely 4. Religious 

' JJilferences.j 
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declared after the diuerfitie of mens myndes and opinions. Yet 
heere I wyll take out of the fame -, But only fuch as I thinke verelj 
to be the very iuft occafions in deede. For, as I (hewed you before, 
diuers men diuerfly iudge this or that to be the caufe or occaiion of 
thys or that gryefe ; and becaufe there may be diuers caufes of one 
thinge^ and yet but one pryncipal caufe that bryngeth forth the 
thinge to paHe : Let vs feeke oute the caufe, omitting all the meane 
caufes, whych are driuen forward by the leaft oryginall caufe. As in 
a prelfe going in at a ftraight, the formoil is driuen by him that is 
nexte hym, & the next by him that followes him, and the thyrd by 
fome violent and ftronge thinge that dryues hym forwarde, which is 
the firft and pryncipall caufe of the puttynge forwarde of the refl afore 
him. If he were kept backe and flaied, al they that goe afore would 
flay withal. To make this more plain vnto you : as in a clocke there 
be many wheeles, yet the firfl wheele being flyrred, it dryueth the 
next, and that the thyrd, &c., till the lafl that moues the Infbument 
that fbyckes the clock; So in making of an houfe, there is the Mayfler 
that would haue the houfe made, there is the Carpenter, & there is the 
fluiFe to make the houfe with al ; the fhiffe neuer flirres till the 
Workeman do fet it forward j the workeman neuer trauailes but as 
the maifler prouoketh him wttA good wages : and fo he is the prynci- 
pall caufe of thys houfe making. And this caufe is of the learned 
called ' efficient ' ) as that that bryngeth the pryncipal thing to efFed. 
Perfwade this man to let this buildyng alone, and the houfe Ihall neuer 
come to paffe, yet the houfe can not bee made wythout the fluffe, and 
worke^men j and therefore they be called of fome caufajine quihus 
non, and of fome other Materiales ^ Formales; but all commeth to 
one purpofe. It is the efficient caufe, Mat is, the pryncipall caufe, with- 
out remouing of which caufe the thing that cannot be remedied. And 
becaufe that it was graffed in euery mans iudgement, that the caufe of 
any thing being taken awaye, the effede is taken away withall ; 
Therefore Men tooke the caufes of thefe thynges that we talke of 
wythout Iudgement, not difceming the pryncipall caufe from the 
meane caufes, that by taking away of thefe caufes that bee but fecond- 
ary, as it were, they were neuer the neare to remedy the thing they 
went about. Much lyke the wyfe of Aiax that lofl her hufband in 
the fhippe called Argos, wilhed that thofe Firre beames had neuer 
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bene felled in Peleius wood, whereof the fayd ihippe was made, when 
that was not the efficient caufe of the looiing of her huibande, but 
Me wild fire caft in the faid ihippe, which did fet it a fyre. Such [Remote _ 
cauies as they be, be called remote, as it were to farre of; fo they bee consi^xL] 
alio idle and of no operation of themfelues, without fome other to fet 
them a worke. And percafe, I (whyle I degrefle fo farre from my mat- 
ter) ihalbe thought to goe as far from the purpofe j yet to come to our 
matter, and to apply thys that I haue fayde to the fame. Some thinkes 
this Dearth beginnes by the tenaunt, in felling his wares fo deare ; & Sublata cau- 
fome other by the Lord, in reyfing his land fo high. And fome by sa toUitur 
thefe inclofures. And fome other by the reyfing of our coine, or 
^alteration of the fame. Therefore, fome by taking fome one of thefe [f <^. attem- 

tionj 

things away, (as theyr opinion ferued them to be the pryncipall caufe 

of this dearth) thought to remedye this dearth : But as the tryall of [The principal 

" ' or efficient cau 



the thyng (hewed, they touched not the caufe efficient pryncipall j and ^^^ ^**"fcL 
therefore theyr deuife tooke no place : and if they had, the thinge 'ouchtj 
had ben remedied forthwith, for that is proper to the pryncipal caufe, 
that as foone as it is taken away, the effed is remoued alfo. ^ygt I ^^^^^ ^^^ 
confeile al thefe thinges rayfeth together with this dearth, that euery of 
them ihould feeme to be the caufe of it ; neuerthelefle, that is no good [Xentctden 
proofe that they fhould bee the caufes of it, no more then was the fleeple Dover harbour.] 
made at Douer^ the caufe of the decay of the Hauen o{ Doner, be- [srTenterden.] 
caufe the Hauen began to decay the fame time that the Steeple began to 
be builded. Nor yet, though fome of thefe becaufe of the other in deede, 
yet they be not all the efficient caufes of this dearth. But as I haue (ayd 
before, of men thrufting one another in a thronge, one dryuing another, 
and but one firft of al, that was the chiefe caufe of that force ; So in How one 
this matter that we talke of, there is fome one thing that is the orygin- j!f*Moaier"& 
all caufe of thefe caufes ; that be, as it were, fecondaiy, and makes UunL 
them to be the caufes of other. As I take th^ reyfing of al prifes of 
yiduals at tk» huibandmans hand, is caufe of the rayfing of thb rent 
of his land. And thai Gentlemen fall fo much to take fearmes to 
theyr hands, leafl they bee driuen to buy the)rr p[r]ouifion fo deare, that 
is a great caufe againe that Inclofure is the more vied ; For Gentle- 
men hauinge much land in their hand, and not being able to weilde 
all, & fee it manured in huibandry, which requyreth the induifay, 
laboure, and gouemaunce of a greate many of perfons, doe conuerte 
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mode of that Lande to Paflures^ wherein is requyred both lefle charg;e 
of PerfoDs, and of the which neuertheleffe commeth more cleare 
gaines. Thus one thjng hanges ypon another, and fets forwarde one 
another^ but one firft of all is the chiefe caufe of all this circuler mo- 
tion & impulfion. I ihewed^ ere while, that the chiefe caufe was not 
in the hu(bandman, nor yet in the Gentleman. Let vs fee whether it 
were in the marchaunt man. It appeareth by reafon that all wares 
bought of him are dearer now far then they were wont to be ^ the huf- 
bandman is dryuen to fel his commodities dearer, now that the matter 
b brought to maiiler marchaunt, how can yee auoyde the caufe from 
being in you ? 

' Sir, eafily ynough ; for as wee fell now dearer al things then wee 
were wont to do. So wee buy dearer all thinges of ftraungers ; and 
therefore let them put the matter from vs, for we will dilburden our 
felues of this fault. 

And they be not here to make aunfwere j if they were, I woulde 
aike them why they fell their wares dearer nowe then they were wont 
to doe? 

Mary! and to that I hearde many of them aunfwere ere this 
(when they were afked that queftion) two manner of wayes. One 
was, they felled in deede no dearer then they were wont to do } fay- 
ing for proofe thereof, that they would take for theyr conmiodtties 
as much and no more of our commodities then they were wont to do. 
As for our tod of woll, they would gieue afmuch Wyne, Spice, or 
Silke as they were wont to geue for fo much. Yea, for an ounce of 
our filner or golde, as much fluffe as euer was geuen for the fame. 
And their other anfwere was. Mat if we reckened they did fell their 
wares dearer becaufe they demaunded moe pieces of our coyne for the 
fame then they were wont to do, that was not their fault, they faide, 
but oures, that made our pieces leffe, or leiTe woith then they were in 
times paft. Therefore, they demaunded the moe pieces of them for 
their Wares : faying, they cared not what names wee woulde gieue 
oure Coynes, they would confider Me quantity & right value of it, that 
they were eileemed at euery where through the world. 

Then I would haue anfwered them there of this forte. If they 
came hether but for our commodities, what made it the matter to 
them what quantity or value our coyne were ? If ib, they might haue 
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as much of our commodities for the fame as they were wont to do. [Then let 
If they came againe for our filuer and golde^ It was neuer iawfull, nor our goods, and 

let our coin 

yet b expedient they ihould haue any from vs. Wherefore, I would alone.] 
thinke that was no caufe why they ihould fell theyr wares dearer then 
they were wonte to doe. 

^Then he might haue aunfwered againe, that it cbaunfed not all Doctor. 

wayes together, that when they had wares which we wanted, we ^' ^°** ♦^ 
had againe al thofe wares that they looked for. And therefore 

they, hauinge percafe more wares necef&ry for vs then we had of fuch [But suppose 

f r- t /^ /x- ***®y don't want 

wares as they looked for, would be glad to receiue of vs fuch mute so much goods 

of us as we do of 

currant in moft places as might buy that they looked for elfe where them, 

at their pleafure i And that they will fay was not our coyne. And 

as for our lawes of not tranfporting ouer fea any Grold or filuer, 

they paffed not thereof, fo they mighte haue the fame once con- 

ueyed them ; As they had many waies to haue it fb, which I haue 

before remembred. Finally, hee might fay that we had not in 

deede our coyne in that eflate our felues, that by the name they 

pretended, but efleemed both the value & quantity of the flufie it 

was made of. For if they had brought vnto vs halfe an ounce of 

filuer, wee would not take it for an ,oilnce -, nor if they brought vs 

braf!^ mingled with Siluer, we woulde not take it for pure Siluer; and 

if wee woulde not take it fo at their handes, why fhoulde they take it 

otherwife at outb ? Then they faw no man heere but woulde rather 

haue a cup of filuer then of brafTe, no, not the maifter of our mints, 

though they would otherwife perfwade the one to be as good as the 

other. Wherfore, feing vs efleeme the one in deede better then the 

other, as all the world doth befide, why fhould they not efleeme our why should they, 

coine after the quantity and value of the fubflaunce thereof, both after i^e our debasd 

the rate it was efteemed amonge vs, & alfo euery other where? And *^" "****" 

fo as in moe pieces now, there is but the value that was in fewer 

pieces afore, therefore they demaunded greater number of pieces, but 

yet the like value in fubflaunce that they were wont to demaund for 

their wares. Now let vs fee whether now goeth the caufe of this 

matter ? from the fbaungers ; For me thinkes he hath refonably ex- 

cofed himfelfe & put it from him. 

^By your tale it mufl bee in the coyne, and confequently in the Knight. 
Kinges highnes, by whofe commaundement the fame was altered. ^*^***' ** '"^^ 
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Yea, percafe it goes further jetj yea, to fuch as were the firft 
counfailoun of that deede, pretending it ihould bee to his highnes 
greate and notable commoditje, whych, if hys grace mought haue 
perceiued to haue ben but a momenta in profit, and continuall lofle 
both to his highnes and alfo his whole Realme, Hee with his people 
might haue ben eaily reuoked againe from the pradife of that fimple 
deuife. But as a man that entendeth to heale an other by a Medicine 
ihai he thinketh good, though it prooue otherwife, is not much to 
be blamed ; no more was the kinges maiefty in any wyfe, (in whofe 
time this was don, which is not to be fuppofed to haue intended 
thereby any lode, but rather commoditye to himfelfe and his fub- 
ie&s) to be herein reprehended, albeit the thing fucceeded befide the 
purpofe. 

Then yee thinke plainely thai this alteration of the coine was the 
chiefe and principall caufe of this yuiuerfall dearth ? 

Yea, no doubt, and of many of the fayd grieues that we haue 
talked of, by meanes it beinge the oryginall of all ; and that befide the 
reafon of the thing being plaine inough of it felf, alfo experience & 
proofe doth make it more playne. For euen with Me alteration of the 
coyne began this dearth ; and as the coyne appayred, fo rofe the prices 
of thinges with all j & this to be true, the few pieces of olde poyne 
which afterward remained did teflefiej forye« fhould haue for any of 
that fame coyne as much of any ware, either outward or inward, as euer 
was wont to be had for the fame. For as the meafure is made lefle, 
there goeth more number to make vp the tale ; and becaufe this rayied 
not together at all mens handes, therefore fome hath greate lofles, and 
fome other greate Gaynes thereby, and that made fuch a generall 
grudge for the thinge at the firfte time. And thus to conclude, * I 
thinke this alteration of the Coine to haue ben Me firfl originall caufe 
that flraungers firfl fould their wares dearer to vs, and that made all 
Farmors, and Tenaunts, that reared any commodity, agiane to fell the 
fame dearer. The Dearth thereof made the Gentlemen to rayfe their 
rents, & to take Farmes to their handes for their better prouifion, and 
coniequently to inclofe more Groundes. 

If this were the chief eft caufe of the dearth, as of very good pro- 
bability (by you, maifler Dodor) heeretofore alleaged, it ihould feeme 
to be; how commeth it to pafle (where as you fay, if the caufe be re- 
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moued^the efFe^ is alfo taken away) that the pryces of all (hinges fall 

not backe to theyr olde rate> whereas now long (ithence our englifh [ButQ. EUz. 

/I • /• iin*/v<i'i .1 "** restord our 

coyne (to the great honour of our noble Pnncefle which now raigh- Coin to its 

originad purity. 1 

neth) hath bene again throughly reflored to his former purity and 
perfe^on ? 

In deede, fir, I muft needes confefle vnto you (although it may Doctor, 
(eeme at the firft ilghte to difcredite my former fayinges in fome 
parte) that, notwithilanding that our Coyne at this prefent day, yea, 
and many yeares pall, hath recouered his aunciente gooduede, yet the [Tme. And the 
dearth of all thynges, which I before affirmed to haue proceded of continuesj 
the decay therof, to remayne and continue ftill amongll vs. Where- 
fore as your doubte, herein moued very aptly and to the purpofe, is 
well worthy the confideration, fo doe I accompte it of fuch difficulty, 
that perhaps it would not be thought to ftande wyth modelly to vn- 
dertake without farther lludy prefently to diifolue the fame. 

Syr, I pray you for this time omit the pleadinge of modefty. I Knight, 
vnderftand wel ynough by your former talke, that you are not 
vnprouided of fufficient (lore (without farther deliberation) to fatifiie 
vs withall, in greater matters (if neede were) then thefe. 

WelP, I am content (becaufe you wyll haue it fo) to 'yeelde to Doctor, 
your importunity. I will vtter franckely vnto you myne Opinion here- [* p'Y ^bT^ki 
in, but vnder proteftation, that if you like it not, yee reie6k it, impart- 
ing likewife with mee your owne Phantades and ludgementes in the 
lame. I fynde therefore two fpeciall caufes, in myne Opinion, by [Twocaaiesof 
meanes of the which, notwttAllanding that reftitution made in our thinge&] 
coin, the aforefayd dearth of things (in refpe6l of the former age) 
remayneth yet among vs. The firft is, that whereas immediately after [,. xhedebas- 
the bafeneife of our Coyne in the time of kyng Henry the eight, the ^Henl? viii. 
prices of all things generally among al forts of )eople rofe^ it priceaj 
muft needes happen here withal (as yee know) that our gentlemen, 
which lined onely vpon the reuenues of their lands, were as neare or 
nearer touched (as is before proued) with the fmarte hereof then any 
other, of what order or eftate fo euer. Thys therefore being takew as 
moft true, the Gentlemen, defirous to mayntaine theyr former credite 
in bearing out the Porte of theyr Predeceflbrs, were driuen of neceffity 
as often as whenfoeuer any Leafes deuifed for terme of yeares by 
themfelues or their Aunceftors were throughly expyred, & fel into 

bhakspese's bnqlakd: Stafford. 6 
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[The ratsinf of 
prices raisd 
Rents on Lease 



This raisd the 
price of food, 
and all other 
articles.] 



C« Fol. 4Sl 

[If we want our 
old pen^orths or 
prices, we must 
get Rents 
lowerd.] 



[2. The great 
of 



money m our 
days, from 
India, &c.] 



[Some years 
ago a man with 
£39 or ;C40 » 
year was 
thought rich. 
Now he's con- 
siderd next 
door to a 
beggar.] 



Knight. 



theyr handes, not to let them out agayne for the moft part, but as the 
rents of them were farre racked beyond the old j Yea, this rackynge and 
hoyfling vp of Rentes hath continued euer (ince thai tyme, vntill this 
prefent day. Hereupon the hufbandman was necelfarily inforced, 
whereas his rent was now greater then before (and fo continueth vnto 
this day), to fel his Vidbyles dearer, & to continue the dearth of them; 
and likewife other artificers withall, to maintaine the like proportion 
in theyr wares ; wherefore as this dearth at the fyrft time (as I faid be- 
fore) fprange of the alteration of the coyne, as of his firfte and chiefefl 
efficient caule, fo doe I attribute the continuance of it hitherunto and 
fo forwarde, partely to the racked and ffaretched rentes, which haue 
lafied, yea, and increafed euer fince that time hetherunto, k fo are like 
to continue I ' know not how long. Now if we would in thefe our 
dayes haue the olde penny worthes generally reilored among vs agayne, 
The redoring of our good Coine, which allredy is pad, (& before the 
improued rentes would only of it felfe haue been fufilicient to haue 
brought this matter to pafle,) will not feme in thefe our dayes, except 
witAall the racked rentes bee pulled downe, which po(fibly can not be 
witAout the common confent of our landed men throughout the whole 
real me. Another reafou I conceiue in this matter to be the great flore 
& plenty of treafure, which Is walking in thefe parts of the world far 
more in thefe our dayes then euer our forefathers haue fene in times 
pafl. Who doth not vnderfland of the infinite fummes of gold 8f 
filuer, which are gathered from the Indies & other countries, and fo 
yearely tranfported into thefe codes ? As this is otherwife mofl cer- 
taine, fo doth it euidently appeare by the common report of all aun- 
cient men lining in thefe daies. It is their conflant report, that in 
times pafl, & within the memory of man, he hath beene accounted a 
rich & welthy man, & well able to keepe houfe among his neighbors, 
which, all things difcharged, was clearely worth xxx. or xl.li.) but in 
thefe our daies the man of that eflimation is fo farre in the common, 
opinion from a good houfe-keeper, or man of wealth, that *he is re- 
puted the next neighbor to a begger. Wherefore thefe ii. reafons 
feemed vnto me to contain in them fufficient probability for caufes of 
the continuaunce of this generall dearth. 

Yea, but (fir) if the increaf of treafure be partly the occafion of 
this continued dearth, then by likelyhoode in other our neighbors na- 
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tions, vnto whom yearly is conuaighed great (lore of gold and filuer, 
the pryces of vidayles, and other wares in like forte, rayled according 
to the increafe of their treafure. 

It is euen Co 5 and therefore to vtter freely mine opinion, as I ac- Doctor, 
coumpt it a matter very hard for the difficulties aboue reherfed to re- ^' '°^ *^' '^"^ 
uoke or call backe agayne all our En^gliih wares vnto their old prices, 
fo doe I not take it to be e3rther profitable or conuenient for the 
Realme, excepte wee would wiihe that our commodities fhould bee 
vttered good cheape to ftrauTigers, and theirs, on the other fide, deare 
vnto vs, which could not be without great impouerifhing of the Com- 
mon weale in a very fhorte time. 

Now that you haue {o well touched the occafion of this dearth, Knighte. 
and what is to be hoped or wifhed of the fame, fo fully that I am well 
fatifHed withall, I pray you fhewe me the remedies of thefe great In- [Pray tell me the 

remedies for the 

clofures, whereof al the realme complaineth of fo much, and hath Enclosure* of 

Common lands.] 

complayned long vpon. For you haue well perfwaded how it is a 
meane of greate defolation of this realme, and that is longe of the 
great profit that men haue by pafhire, ouer that they haue by tillage, 
that they tnrne fo much to paflure. Now I woulde fayne heare how 
it might bee remedied againe ; for I haue hearde this matter of long 
time, & often reafoned vpon afwell in Parliament as in CouTifayles, & 
yet fmall remedy found therefore that tooke efFe^. 

If I then, after fo many wife heades as were in thofe Parliaments Doctor, 
and Counfayles, would take vpon me to corre^ (as they fay) Magnifi- 
cat, & to finde a remedye for this thinge which they could neuer doe, 
I might bee reckened very arrogant. 

Yet tell your phantafie therein j for though you miflfe of the right Knight 
meane to reforme that, it fhall bee no more fhame for you to doe fo, 
then it was for fo many wife men as yee fpeake of to miffe. 

You fay truth, and fince I fpeak nothing in this part that I would Doctor, 
haue taken as it were for a law or determined thing, but as a certayne 
motion for other wife men to confider, & to admit or reied as to their 
better reafon fhall feeme good ; therefore, as yee haue boldned me al- 
ready witA your patience to fay thus farrc, I will not (pare to declare 
my minde in 'this. But flill I mufl keepe my grounde that I spake CFoL 46} 
of, that is, to try out the effeduall caufe of thefe inclofures, and then, 
by taking away of the caufe, to redreffe the thinge. 
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Knight 



Sublata cau- 
sa toUitur 
eflfectus. 

[A doctor gives 
a purge for ague 
to clear out its 
cause, the 
cholcr.] 



Doctor. 



Knight^ 



Doctor. 
[Avarice is the 
chief cause of 
Enclosures.] 
How Inclosa- 
res mav be re- 
medied. 



[i. Lessen the 

profit of grazing, 

or 

a. greaten that 

of tillage.] 

Omnes sunt 
lucri cupidi. 



[1F0l.46.back] 



[There's more 
profit now by 
grazing than 
tillage.] 



I pray you doe fo ; for to mee it (eemes very reafonable that ye 
fay^ and agreeable to that I heard a good Phifition tell mee once^ when 
I was ficke of an ague : when I afked him why he gaue me purgations 
that made me yet weaker then I was, being weake inough allredy, 
faying hee had more neede to gieue me thinges that ihould make me 
ftrongerj Then he anfwered me that choler was the caufe of my 
(icknes, and that hee gaue me thofe purgations to auoyde this humour, 
which being the caufe of my difeafe once taken away, the (icknes 
ihould bee ridde from me withall. And, therefore, I pray you vfe 
your accullomed order in this matter, and tel the caufe of thefe In- 
clofures. 

I fhewed you before in our communication in the Garden, the 
thinges that T thought to be the caufe thereof, and partly the remedy 
of the fame. 

So did other men among vs tell theyr fanlie as then j but now we 
pray you tell which of all thofe caufes ye take for the neceflary and 
efficient caufe of this matter. 

To tel you plaine, it is Auarice thai I take for the principall caufe 
thereof J but can we deuife that all couetoufhes can be taken from 
men ? No, no more then we can make men to be wttAout wealth, 
without gladnes, without feare, and without all affedions; what then? 
we muft take away from men the occafion of their couetoufnes in this 
part ', what is that ? the exceeding luker that tliey fe grow by thefe iu- 
clofures more then by their husbandry . And that may be done by 
any of thefe two meanes that I will tell you : £ither by the minifh- 
ing of the luker that men haue by graiing ; Or els by aduaunling of 
the profite of husbandry, til it be as good and as profitable to the 
occupiers as graiing is -, for euery man (as Plato faith) is naturally 
couetous of luker. And that wherein they fee ^ moil luker, they will 
moil gladly exercife. I ihewed you before, that there is more luker by 
graiing of x. Acres to the occupier alone, then is in the tillage of xx. 
And the caufes thereof be many : one is, that graiing requires fmall 
charge & fmall labor, which in tillage confumes much of the mens 
gaines 3 though it be true that the tillage of x. acres brings more gaines 
generally amonge the maiiler & all his mainy, then the graiing of xx. 
acres. Another great caufe is, that whatfoeuer thing is rered vpon 
graiing, hath free vente both QMcr thb iide & alfo beyond the fea^ to 
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be fold at the higheil penny. It is contrary of all thinges reared by 
tilLige> for it requires both great charge of feruaunts & of labor. And 
alfo if any good cheape be of come, it paieth fcant for the charge of 
the tillage. And then if the market doe arife, either within the Realme 
or without, the poore huiband fhalbe fo refbrained from felling his 
com, that he neuer after fhall haue any ioy to fet his plough in the 
ground ; which maketh euery man forfake tillage and fall to grating, 
which bringeth in all thefe Inclofures. 
Now, what remedy for that ? 

Mary ! as for the firll poynt, that is, touching the vnequal charges 
of tillage and grating, that can not be holpen in all pointes, by reafon 
the nature of both reapes the contrary. Therefore the latine tongue 
calles the one, that is, padure, pratum, that is as much to fay as para- 
turn, ready. But the other thinge might be remedied, that the huf- 
bandman might haue afmuch liberty at all times to iel his com, either 
within the Realme or without, as the gratier hath to fell his ; which 
would make the hufbandmen more willing to occupy theyr plough. 
And other, feeing them thriue, would turn theyr pailure to tyllage. 
And, though it enhaunfe the market for the time, yet woulde it caufe 
much more tillage to be vfed, and confequently more Come, which in 
time of plentye within this Realme might bringe in much treafure 5 & 
in time of fcarfity would fuffice for the realme, as I fhew^ed you before. 
And thus with Inker they fhould bee entyfed to occupy the Plough, 
yea, & with other priuileges. I haue red that in this realme fometime 
there was fuch a lawe, as a man that had trefpaffed the lawe of mif- 
aduenture, mought haue taken the Plough tayle for his faindtuary. 
Alfo that occupation was had fo honourable amonge the /domains, 
that one was taken from houlding the plough to bee Confull in 
Rome, who after his yeare ended, thought no fcome to refort to the 
fame (eate againe. What occupation is fo neceifary or fo profitable 
for mans life as this is ? Or what miilery is fo voyd of all craft as 
the fame is ? & how litle it is regarded ; yea, how much is it def- 
pifed,that many in thefe daies repute them but as villains, pefaunts, or 
(lanes, by whome the proudefl of thent haue their linings. So that 
I mamaile much there is any (feing fuch a vility & contempt of Me 
thing) will occupy the feat of hulbandry at all ; For as honour nour- 
iiheth all fciences, fo dishonor muft needes decay them. And there- 
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lage paying so 
badly.l 



Knighte. 
Doctor. 



Pratuw quasi 
paratum. 

[There should 
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on the sale of 
com.] 



[» Fol. 47] 



COnce the 
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r Honour hut- 
bandry ; give it 
profit: 



put a double tax 
on pasture, and 
on exported 
wool] 



[Thus mting 
would be 
discouraged and 
Enclosures 
broken down.] 



L« Fol. 47. 1«ck3 



r Again, keep up 
tbe old system 
of mixing land 
ownd by 
different people. 
This obliges all 
to keep their 
lands open.] 



Marchauirt. 



OfTowncs 
decayed. 



Doctor. 



fore if ye will haue huA>andry encreafed, ye muft honor & chenih it; 
that is, to let them haue honed gaines thereby; & (ince that gains 
(hall come into youre countrey, why fhould you be offended there- 
wit A ? Another way is to abate the commodity of graiing, as when 
any taxe is requiiite to be graunted to the Prince, if lands be charge- 
able thereto, to charge one aker of padure almuch as two of erable. 
Or els to burden wolls & fells, & fuch things as are reared by grafing, 
that paife to the partes beyond the fea vnwrought, witA double tallage 
ouer any corn tranfported ; and by enhaunfing the profite of tillage, 
and abating of the profite of grafing, I doubt not but husbandry would 
be more occupied and grafing much lefTe ; And therby thefe inclo- 
fures to be broken vp. Alfo there is one thing of old time ordeined 
in this realme, which being kept ynaltered would helpe hereunto 
alfo ; that is, where men are enter comminers in the common fields, & 
alfo haue their portions fo entermedled one with another, that though 
they would, they could not enclofe any part of the fayd fields fo long 
as it is fo. ^But of late, diuers men, finding greater profite by grafing 
then by hufbandry, haue founde the meanes either to buy their neigh- 
bors partes round aboute them, or els to exchaunge with them fo 
many acres in this place for fo many in another, whereby they might 
bringe all theyr landes together, and fo inclofe it. For the auoidiug 
whereof I think verely that it was fo of olde time ordeined, that euery 
Tenaunt had his lande not all in one parcell of euery field, but enter- 
laced with his neighbors landes, fo as here fhould bee three acres, and 
then his neighbour fhould haue as many ; & ouer that, he other iii. or 
iiii., and fo after the like rate be the mofl partes of the copy holdes 
that I doe know in this countrey j which I thinke good were ftill fo 
continued, for auoyding of the fayd enclofures*. And thus farre as 
touching that matter. 

Now that you haue well declared your opinion in thefe matters of 
the common dearth and enclofures, I pray you tell vs your minde 
what fhould be the occafion of the decay of the good Townes of this 
realme, & of all Bridges, Highwayes, and hofpitalles ; and how the 
fame may be remedied and releeued againe. For that thefe hufband- 
men & dwellers of the countrey finde not fo great lacke in the fieldes 
abrbade, but Citizens and Burgefes finde as much within theyr walles. 

Since I haue begon to take vpon me to tell my phanfie in all thefe 
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thiDgB, I will goe through. In mine opinion. Me good occupations {jfj*^.'^^*^., 

heretofore vfed in the fayd Townes were occafion of theyr wealth in ©^ Trade« 1 
tinaes paH, and the laying down of thofe occupations againe is the 
caale of the decay of the fame townes. Wherefore, if fuch occupa- 
tions may be reuyued againe in the lame, they would recouer theyr 
former wealth againe. 

I beleeue that well, that the decay of the occupations was the de- Marchaunt. 

cay of thefe townes j but what, I pray you, was ^ the occafion of fuch C* FoI. 48] 
decay of the occupations? 

I will tell you : while men were contented with fuch as were Doctor. 

made in the market townes next vnto them, then were they of our ije occasion 

of the decay of 

Townes & Cities well fet a worke ; as I knewe the time when men our Townes. 

were contented with Cappes, Hattes, Gyrdels, and Poyntes, and all JJ^^^^^'^j'jJ^j 

manner of garmentes made in the townes next adioyning 5 whereby J^jJ^/^-JJ^^" 

the Townes were then well occupied and fet a worke, and yet the JS^;^^^^^ 

money payd for the fame ftuffe remayned in the countrey. Now, the *"^ 
pooreft younge man in a countrey cannot be content with a lether 
gyrdle, or lether poyntes, Kniues or Daggers, made nigh home. And 

fpecially, no Gentleman can be contente to haue eyther Cappe, Cote, no Kcntieman u 

* , * * 1 ^jjjj country. 

Dublet, Hofe, or fliyrte, in his countrey, but they muft haue this geare made clothes. 

come front London ; and yet many thinges hereof are not there made» au must come 

but beyond the fea ; whereby the artificers of our good townes are and are often 

made abroad. 3 

idle, and the occupations in London, and fpecially of the townes beyond 

the feaes, are well fet a worke, euen vpon our cofles. Therefore I [We should stop 

"^ 'this: either 

would wilh fome flay were deuifed for comming of fo many trifles make trifles here. 

' ** ' or else not use 

from beyond the Sea, and fpecially of fuch things as might be made them.] 

here among our felues ; or els might bee either all fpared, or els lefle 

vfed amonge vs -, as thefe drinking and looking glaifes, paynted clothes, [Foreign trifles.! 

perfumed gloues, daggers, kniues, pines, pointes, agletes, buttons, and 

a thoufande other thinges of like forte. As for filkes, wines, and fpice : 

if there came leffe ouer, it made no matter. But fpecially, I would that [None of our 

1 • ii 1 ^^^ products 

nothing made of our commodities, as wolles, felles, and tinne, mould (woof, tin. &c.) 

should be 

be brought from beyond the fea to be folde here, but that all thofe imported.] 

fhould be wrought within this realme. were it not better for vs that 

our owne people were fet a worke with fuch thinges then ftraungers ? 

I am fure xx. thoufand perfons might be fet a worke within this [This would set 

90,ooo people to 

realme, that are fet a worke beyond fea with thofe thinges that now work.] 
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[I Fol. 48. bock] 



[We might make 
all kinds of cloth 
and clothe* 
here. 



also paper, 

all leather goods, 
glass, cards, 
chessmen ; and 



all iron tools.] 



SAll the money 
or these now 
goes abroad. } 



flTirce soru of 
traders.] 



Lr. Importers 
send our money 
away. 



a. Other trades- 
men spend their 
earnings in the 
country.] 



V* Fol. 49] 



lliat arte is to 
be most chea- 
rished in a 
towne that 
bringes most 
to the towne. 



be made beyond the Sea, and ^ might be made here j (might not the 
Prince bee glad of any ayde, whereby hee might finde X. M. perfons 
through the whole yeare, and burden his treafures with neuer a penny 
thereof ?) I think thefe things might be wrought here, not onely fuf- 
ficient to let lb many a worke and ferae the realme, but alfo to ferae 
other parts, as all kinde of Cloth and Kerfey, WorHeds, Couerlets, & 
Carpets of tapeftry. Caps, knit Sleeues, Hofen, Peticotes, and Hattes ; 
then Paper, both white and browne, parchment, velam, and all kinde 
of Leather ware, as gloues, po)mtes, gyrdles, (kins for lerkins ; and of 
tinne ail maner of veflell, and alfo all kinde of glades, and earthen 
pots, tennice balles, cardes, tables and cheiles, lince we will needes 
baue luch things ; And Daggers, kniues, hammers, fawes, cbefells, 
axes, & fuch things made of yron. might not wee bee aihamed to 
take all thefe things at fbraungers hands, & fet fuch a multitude of 
their people a worke as I fpake of now, whofe finding & wages we 
doe beare now, where all this profit might bee faued within the 
Realnie, where it fhould not goe from vs, but returne to vs againe 
from whence it came? And in fettinge vp of thefe occupations, 1 
would haue them moft preferred and cheriflied, that bring mod com- 
modity and treafure into the countrey 5 as yee muft confider three 
fortes of occupations : one that carieth out the treafure -, the fecond 
fort, that as it carrieth none forth of the countrey, fo it bringeth none 
in, but that it getteth it fpendeth in the countrey -, the third bringeth 
in treafure to the countrey. Of the firft forte are Vintners, Milleners, 
Haberdafhers; thefe galley men. Mercers, Fuflian Sellers, Grocers, & 
Pothecaries that felleth vs any wares made beyond the Sea, for they 
doe but exhauft the treafure of the Realme. Of the fecond fort are 
Vidaylers, Inhoulders, Bouchers, Bakers, Brewers, Taylors, Cord- 
winders, Sadlers, Carpenters, loyners, Mafons, Blacke Smythes, 
Tumers, and * Hoopers j which, like as they conuey no money out of 
the couwtrey, fo they bringe none in -, but where as they get it they 
fpend it. Of the thyrd fort bee thefe clothiers, cappers, worfled- 
makers, Pewterers, Tanners, which bee all that wee haue of any arte 
which I can nowe recken,that brings into the realme any treafure. 
Therefore thefe artes are to bee chearifhed, whereas they be vfed, 
and where they bee not, they would be fet vpj and alfo other 
fciences moe, as making of glafles, making of Swords, Daggers, 
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Kniues, and all tooles of Iron and Steele ; alfo making of pinnes, [Fresh tiades 

pojmts^ laces> thred, and all maner of paper, and parchment. I haue 

heard fay that the chiefe trade of Couentry was heretofore in making rCoventiy hu 

lost its making 

of blew threde^ and then the towne was riche enen vpon that trade in of blue thread; 

and Bristol its 

manner onely; and now our thredde comes all from beyond Sea. making of 

Wherefore that trade of Couentry is decaied, and thereby the towne 

likewise. So Briftow had a great trade by making of po^ntes, and Tovmes are 

was the chiefe miderie that was exercifed in the towne. And albeit some one trade. 

thefe be but two of the lighteil faculties that are, yet were there two 

great townes chyfly mainteined by thefe two faculties aboue rehearfed. 

I heard fay in Venice (that mod florifhing citie at thefe daies of al [Venice entices 

« V ./ , , r . r . r , skilW workmen 

Europe), if they may here of any cunning craftes man m any faculty, to it] 
they will finde the meanes to allure him to dwell in their citye ; for 
it is a wonder to fee what a deale of money one good occupyer doth 
bringe into a towne, though he himfelfe doth not gaine to his owne 
commoditye but a poore lyuing. As for example, what money one [See what 
Worftedmaker bringes into the towne where he dwelles, and bow Wonfedmaker 
many haue lyuings vnder him, & what wealth he brings to the towne town !] 
where he dwels, truly I can not fuflSciewtly declare, for by a few 
worftedmakers the fame townes they haue are growen to great wealth 
& ryches. So of Clothing and Capping. But where other cities do 
allure vnto them good workemen, ours will expell ^them out; as I [> Foi. 49^ back] 
haue knowen good workemen, as well Smythes as Weauers, haue 
come* from ilraunge parties to fome Cityes within thb Realme, [•*»v. 

comemon] 

enteuding to fet vp theyr craftes, and becaufe they were not free nve foolishly 
there (but fpecially becaufe they were better workemen then were skiiid workmen 

out of our 

any in the Towne) they coulde not bee fuffered to worke there, towns.] 
Such incorporations had thofe Miseries in thofe Townes, that none 
might worke there in their faculty, except they did compounde with 
them firft. 

And doe you thiuke it reafonabie that a ftraunger ihould bee as Capper, 
firee in a City or Towne as they that were prentifes there ? then no 
man would bee Prentice to any occupation if it were fo. 

I fayde not that they ihall haue commonly lyke liberty or Fraun- Doctor, 
chife; but as one crafte makes but one particuler companie of a 
Towne or City, fo I would haue the weale of the whole City rather 
regarded then the commodity or Fraunchife of one craft or mifterry ; 
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for, though commonly none (hould be admitted there to worke but 
CVcry clever fuch as are free, yet when a lingular good workeman in any miilery 
not only be comes, which by his good knowledge might both enihude them 

DUue free oT uiv 

town, of the Towne being of the fame faculty, and alio bringe into the 

Towne much commodity befide, I woulde in that cafe haue priuate 
Liberties and Priuileges gieue place to a publique weale > and fuch a 
man gladly admitted for his excellency to the Freedome of the fame 
Towne, without burdening of him with any charge for his firft entry 
lmt,inadecay- or fettiug vp. Yea, where a Towne is decayed, and lackes artiiicerb 
^civeiX>ufle- to fumifli the Towne with fuch craftes as were either fometimes 
"^ yO exercifed well there, or might bee by reafon of the fituation and com- 



modity of the fame Towne, I woulde haue fuch crafles men allured 
out of other places where they bee plenty, to come to thofe Townes 
decayed to dwell, offering them theyr Freedome, yea, theyr houfe 

[>FoL5o] rente ^free, or fome ftocke lent them of the common ftocke of fuch 

townes 3 and when tlie towne is wel fumifhed of fuch Artificers, then 
to day the comming in of Foreners. But while Me towne lackes en- 
habitauntes of artificers, it were no policy for the refiauration of the 

[•off] towne to keepe of any firaunge artificers; for the moil parte of all 

townes are mainteyned by craftes men of all fortes, but fpecially by 

[Maken of thofe that make any wares to fell out of the countrey, and brynges 

ffoods for export 

should be therefore treafure into the fame: As clothiers, cappers, woriled- 

encoumg'd J 

makers, hatmakers, poyntmakers, pinners, painters, founders, fmythes 

of all fortes, cutlers, glouers, tanners, parchment makers, gyrdlers, 

pourfers, makers of paper, thredmakers, turners, baiket makers, and 

[Middlemen many Other fuch. As for the mercers and haberdafhers, vintners, and 

only lire on grocers, I cauuot Icc what they doe to a towne, but fynde a liuinge 

their custooiefSf 

and do more to V. or vi. houfholdes, and in ileade thereof empouerifh ten times as 

harm than 

good.] many. But fince men wil needes haue filkes, wine, and fpice, it is as 

good that men do fpend theyr money vpon fuch in their owne towne 
as to be dryuen to feeke the fame further. As fur ike refl of the ar- 
tificers, like as I faid before, euen as they take no money out of the 
Countrey, fo they bryng none in j as Taylours, Shoemakers, Carpen- 
ters, loyners, Tylers, Mafons, Bouchers, vittailers, & fuch like. Alfo 
[Every town an Other thinge I recken woulde heipe much to relieue oure Townes 
the good* jnuuie decaied; if they would take order that al the wares made there fhould 
own mark.] haue a fpeciall marke, and that marke to be fet to none but to fuch 
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as be truely wrought. And alfo that euery Artificer dwelling out of ICountiv arti- 

all townes (fuch as cannot, for the commodity of their occupations, be aifiiiated to lome 

brought to any towne to enhabite, as Fullers, Tanners, and clothiers,) 

ihould bee limitted to bee vnder the dire&ion of one good Towne or 

other, and they to fell no ware but fuch as are firfl approued and fealed 

by the Towne that they are l3rmited vnto. And by thefe two meanes, 

that is to fay, fy[r]fte * by flaying of wares wrought beyond fea, which [« FoL 50^ Ucic] 

might be wrought within vs, from comming in to be fold ; Secondly, [Stoflbrd's 3 

by reftraining of our wolles, tinne, felles, & other commodityes from the Decay of 

paffing ouer vnwroughtj And thirdly, by brynging in (vnder the 

corredtioTi of good towns) artificers dwelling in the countreies, making 

wares to be fo][d]e outward, & thefe wares to be viewed and fealed by 

the towne feale before they (houlde bee folde^ — I woulde thynke 

oure Townes myght be foone reftored to theyr auncyent wealth, or 

farre bettered if they would follow this. 

Now wee pray you go to the laft matter ye fpake of ; how thefe Knight, 
diueriities of opinions may be taken away, which troubles the people rwhat*s the 
very fore, and makes great fedition and deuiiion amon? them, and in Religious 

. o > Differences ?J 

maner makes debate beetwene neighbour & neighbour, the Father and 

his Son, the Man and his Wyfe, which is yet more to bee feared then 

all other the forefayd loifes of wordly' goods. For if wee were neuer [• woridiy} 

fo poore, and did neuertheleffe agree amonge our felues, wee fhoulde 

lycke our felues hoale againe in fhort fpace. 

Yee fay truth : with concord, weake things do encreafe & waxe Doctor 

big } And contrarywife, with difcorde flrong tbinges waxe weake. And 

it muft needes be true that truth it felfe fayth : 'Euery kingdome de- Concordia 

uided in it felfe (bal bee defolate.* Wherefore I cannot forbeaie to ^^^ ^^^ 

crescunt, 

Ihewe you my poore opinion, how fo great a mifchiefe as this is may discordia 

bee auoyded out of this our common Weale ; & ftil I will vfe one trade, £^*^,^. * 
as in feeking out the oryginall caufe, and by takinge awaye of that to 

ihew the remedye. I take the chiefe caufe hereof, afwel the finnes of rxhe sins of 

ihew that be the minifters of Chrifts holy word and miseries, as of LaymSjare tiie 

you that bee the flocke. And firfl, of ours, that baue fwarued alto- ReiiffiouT" 

TrouDle*. 1 

gether from their due courfe, order, and profeffion, to all kinde of 
liberality, not onely to *the bafeues of lay men, but far inferiour to [3F0I. 51 ] 
them in pride, couetoufiies, and fuch. Wherefore yee lay men, fee- 
ing in vs no excellency in our maners in deede, thinke vs vnworthye 
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to bee your Leaders and Paflors, or to whofe doftiyne yee (houlde 
gieue credence, whome yee (ee in l3ruing far difcrepant from the fame. 
And therefore ye take vpon you the iudgment of (pirituall thinges, to 
whom it doth not appertain. As one inconuenience draweth euer 
another after him, for fo long as the minifters of the church were of 
thofe mauers & conuerfation agreeable with the3rr dodryne. So long 
all men, yea, the greateft prynces of the worlde, and the wyfeft men, wer 
content to beUue our dodrine, & to obey vs in things concerning that 
foule ', and iince we fel from the perfedion of life, we grew out of 
credit, & the holy dodrine of Chiyft fuffered flaunder by our iiufull 
liuing. So we haue gieuen the fyrfte occaiion of this euil, & yee haue 
taken it as an inftrument to worke this fcyfme withal. And though 
both do euil theriu, yet the remedy ought to begin at the roote of 
this mifchief, which I take to bee in the minifiers & pallors fpirituall. 
And to be playne with you, and no more to diflemble oure owne 
faultes then I haue done yours, except wee reforme our felues fyrft, 
I can haue no great trull to fee thb generall fcyfme and deuifion in 
religion vtterly taken away -, it may, percafe, wyth authority be for a 
time appeafed, but neuer fo as it fprynge not againe, except wee re- 
forme oure felues fyrll. 

Mary ! and I thinke yee haue ben wel difciplined & correded al- 
ready, fo as yee had good caufe to bee reformed, as by taking much of 
your poflelfions from you, and in burdeninge of your benefices with 
fubfidies, as well annuall as proportional, and other wayes. What 
other reformation would yee haue more ? 

Yea, no doubte wee haue had beatinge inough, if that would haue 
ferued, but fome maiHers witA litle beating will ^ teach theyr fchollen 
better then other with more lliypes can doe ; and agayne, fome fchol- 
lers will be reformed with leile beating then other. So you and we 
doe now : you in beating inough, but litle teaching -, and wee agayne, 
little regarding the (hypes, doe learne as litle. For, notwithHanding 
thefe punilhments that we haue had, the reproches and reuilinge, and 
opening of our Suites, fee how many of vs haue reformed our 
felues, yea, fo much as in our outwarde duties, whereunto we are 
bound both by gods lawe and our cannons lawes and decrees ; how 
many moe of vs haue reforted to our benefices to be refident thereon, 
which not onely by the layd lawes, but alfo vpon greate penalties wee 
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are bounde vnto by the lawes of this Realme ! How many lefle now mietmsofthe 
then before haue ftudied to heape Benefice vpon Benefice, when wee "* *''^' 
bee fcante able to difcharge one of them ! what better triall or ex- rNon-residence» 
amination is there nowe in admittyng of minifters of the church? of care in*' ^"^' 
^What more exade fearche is made by our Bifhops for worthy men to and in holding 

Visitations* 

be admitted to the cure of foules ? What better execution of our can- 
nons and decrees doe our Bifhoppes, Deanes, and Archdeacons in their 
vifitations now, then they did before ? Yea, what better hofpitality, 
refidence, or miniftration eyther of the word or of their other duties, 
doe our prelates and Byihops now, then they did before ? doe they not Bishops lurk in 

mansions, 

lurke in theyr manfions & manour places far from theyr cathedral coming only 

' *■ ^ once a year to 

churches as they were wont, and fcant once a yeare will fee their fc'jjgj^jjj^i 
principall church, where they ought to be continually refident ? be 
they not in a maner as vnmeete for preaching the word of God as euer 
they were, for all thefe plagues that God fendes to them ? But they 
are fo blynded, that they cannot fee wherefore they be thus punifhed, 
& confinie it to be for other caufes, as by the couetoufnes of lay men 
in defiringe theyr Poifefiions by a hatred conceiued agaynfte them^ 
for not obteyning theyr purpofe *at men of the Chur^ches hand^. Or c«Foi. sa] 
for that they cannot abyde the corre^on of the church, or fuch other £i'J haSsj* 
caufes as they immagine with themfelues j And thinke that the in- 
dignation againfl them fhortly will (lake of it felfe. But I pray God 
it doe not rather encreafe, as I feare me it will, except we amend vs 
the rather. How can men be content to pay the tenth of theyr goods 
which they gette with theyr fore labour and fweate of theyr browes, [Who likes pay>. 

tug ug clergy 

when they can not haue for it againe neither ghoftly comforte nor tithes, when we 

do nothing for 

bodely ? what layman will be any thing fcrupulous to keepe thofe 'emn 

tythes in his owne handes, when hee fees vs doe nothing more then 

hee for it ? what credite w[i]ll any man gieue to our dodrine, whom 

they fee fo light in lyuing ? what reuerence will they gieue our per- 

fonnes, in whole manners they fee no grauity ? But to pafle from thefe 

matters to others. There be moil godly ordynaunces made by our 

lawes by audority of Counfayles generally, that all Archdeacons [Archdeacons 

fhould vifite in perfon yearely ihtjr precindes. The Bifhop euery uktheb^j 

three yeares to fee tht whole Diocefle, what is to be reformed either 

priuately or generally, that priuate faultes might be reformed forth 

with, and the generall at the next Synode ; and therefore they haue [PMcuiaiioiis.] 
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theyr procurations. Vifite they doe not in perfcjn, as they ought to 
doe, but by deputies, more for theyr procurations then for any reforma- 
tion. The money is furely gathered, but the caufe wherefore it was 
geuen, nothinge kept ; the (lipend is exafbed, and the worke wherefore 
it was due, vndon. Then is there another good ordenauitce and godly, 
abfolued after the like ibrte ; where euery bifhop fhould yerely keepe 
a iinode in his diocelle of all euangelicall perfons, and euery arch- 
bifhop a finod for his whole prouince euery thyrd yere, that if any 
thing occurred in the diocefle worthy reformation, it might be referred 
to the prouinciall congregation, if it were either doubtfiill to the 
biihop, or could not be reformed without greater audority then the 
Bifhoppes alone. ^ Where bee thefe finodes now kept? yet thw^y re- 
ceiue euery yere theire finodals of /Ae poore priefls ; of fuch good or- 
denance & godly there is nothing kept, but thaX, which is their owne 
priuat commodity, which be tht procurations & finodals; tkt other 
part wherefore /Aat charge was laid is omitted ; the burden remaineth, 
& the duty is taken away ; yet better it were thoX both /Ae one & tkt 
other were taken away, then to haue Me good parte taken & the 
worfe to remaine. If they will fay thoX there needeth nowe a daies 
no fuch vifitation nor fynods, then there needed neuer none of them, 
for moe thinges to bee reformed among vs were neuer then be now, 
nor reformation neuer more necefTary. But our prelats would fay 
they dare make no lawes in fuch finods for feare of penurye. what 
neede any mo lawes made then they haue already ? what fhould 
let them to put thefe in execution that be already made, fpecially 
fince they haue the aide of the temperal lawes thereto ? are there not 
flatutes made in parliament for refidence, and for reffarayning of plu- 
ralitie of benefices, which had neuer neede to haue ben made, if wee 
would haue put our lawes in execution ? Are not we worthy to haue 
other men to corre6te and reforme vs, when we can not reforroe our 
felues ? Is it maruaile that wee bee out of credence, when our life and 
conuerfatton is contrary to oure owne lawes and profeffion, and that 
the religion of them fuffereth flaunder, offence, & reproche, which 
through our defaults fhalbe once required of our hands ? Therefore, 
if we wil haue this fcifme taken away from chrifles church, let vs firfl 
reform our felues & put our lawes in execution, as in reforting to our 
benefices to keepe refidence, and in contentyng our felues wyth one 
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Benefice a piece, and wyth the lyuinge that is appoiDted to vs for our rrhe niu of the 

miniffaration, without deuifing of other extraordinary Sc vnlawfuU 

gaines. For what is more agreeable with reafon, then a man to 

(pende his tjrme where he hath his l3aiing, and to do his office for that 

he hath the benefite of? ^ And feeing euery benefice is a mans lining, [iFoL 53] 

— & if it be not^ it might be amended til it be a competent lining, and 

eucry one requireth one mans whole charge, — ^What reafon is it that Propter of- 

one man fhould haue two mens liuinges, & two mens charge, where ^ **1°J ^'^ 

he is able to difcharge but one ? Then to haue moe, & difcharge the cium. 

cure of neuer a one, is to farre agaynfl reafon. But fome, percafe, will 

(ay, there be fome of vs worthy a greater preferment then other, & one 

benefice were to litle for fuch a one. Is there not as many degrees in 

the variety of benefices as there is in mens qualities ? Yes, forfooth, rw« have bene- 

there is yet in this realme (thanked be God) benefices firom M. markes to ao marks a 

year* for men 

to XX. markes a yeare of fundry values to endow euery man with, according to 

their capacity.] 

after his qualities and degree. And if a meane benefice happen to fal, 
let euery man be contented therewith til a better fal. And if he be 
thought worthy of a better, let him leaue the firft and take the better, 
for the meaneft Benefice is a fufficient liuinge for fome man, which 
(hould be defiitute of a lining, if tbat benefice and other like fhould 
be heaped vp together in great mens hands. Yea, I doe knowe that rrhe poor dergy 

uve at home 

men which haue fuch meane benefices be more commonly refident^ more than the 

richj 

and keepe better hofpitality on the fame, then they that haue greater 
benefices. It is a common prouerbe, ' Its meary in Hall Whan Beardes 
wags alU Nowe looke throughe a whole Dioceile, you fhall not finde 
XX. perfons refident that may difpende xl. 1. a piece : nor for al the [We haven't 90 

_ . _^. _ _ _ , _ * , . ^ resident Parsons 

benefices m a Diocelie, the fourth perfon refident oner the fame, with £^ a year. 
What temperal office is fo far abufed as thefe be that be fpirituall Not x Parson in 
and of greater charge ? I pray God fend our Prelats Eyes to fee thefe ♦"""•"• 
Enormities ; for it fhoulde feeme that they are fo blinded that they 
cannot fee them. And then I doubt not but all delayes fet a part iftheBUhopt 
they will reforme them ; and if they do not^ I pray God fend our th^ i hope to 
Maieflrats temperall the minde to reforme thefe thinges with their wiu.] 
feculer power. And to fhidy for the reformation *of them, rather [■ FoL 53, back] 
then for theyr pofTefiions, Chriflian Princes beare not their fwords in 
vajme; nor yet is it fo firaunge a thing to fee Chriftian princes reforme 
the Prelates that fwarue firom their duties. Thus far be it fpoken 
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touching the reformation of them that be myniftens of Me Church. 
Now to fpeake of that is to be reformed of our parte that bee of the 
lajrtye, yee muft vnderfland, that al that geue them felues to the know- 
ledge of any faculty, are commonly fubied to eyther of two vices (as 
that great cl^ke 7^11% doth report) : the one is to take thefe things 
that we knowe not for things knowne, or as though we knewe them ; 
for avoyding of which fault men ought to take both good fpace and 
great diligence in confideration of things, ere they come to geue 
iudgement of the fame j the other vice, to beilowe too great a ftudy 
and labour about obfcure and hard t hinges nothing neceifary. Let vs 
now confider, and thofe faults be not among you at theie dayes, ye 
be all now ftudious to knowe the vnderftanding of holy fcripture. 
And well, for there can be no better defire, more honed, nor more 
neceflary for any chriflian man ; but yet doe yee not fee many younge 
men before they haue either taken any longe time, or any good dili- 
gence in the coniideration or Hudy of fcripture, take vpon them to 
iudge of high matters being in controuerfie, geeuing to quicke aflent 
eyther to their owne iuuention, or to other mens, before they haue 
coniidered what might be (ayd to the contrary. And this fault is not 
onely feene in men ftudious of the knowledge of fcripture, but alfo in 
younge ftudents of all other fciences : fhall ye not finde a ftudent in 
the lawe of the realme, after he hath bene at the ftudy of the lawe not 
paft iii. yeares, more ready to aftbyle you a doubtful! caufe of the 
lawe, then either he himfelfe or another, after that he hath ftudied 
the law xii. or xiiii. yeares. Yea, no doubt, fo it is in a young Gram- 
marian, Logitian, Rethoritian, & fo of al other fciences. Therefore 
Pythagoras forbade his Schollers to ^fpeake the firfte v. yeares thai 
they came to him, which leftbn I would to God yee would be content 
to obferue, before yee gaue any iudgement in matters of holy fcripture. 
And then I doubt not, but after vii. yeares reading, ye would by col- 
lation of one place with another of fcripture, finde a greater difficulty 
therein then yee doe now, & bee more fcrupuloufe to geue an aun- 
fwere in high thinges then yee be now ; and this harme commeth of 
rafhe iudgement in that part, that when a man hath once vttred his 
opinion in any thinge, he will thinke it a great (hame for him to bee 
brought from that he hath once affirmed for truth. Therefore, what 
fo euer he readeth after, he confbueth for the mayntenaunce of his 
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opinion ; yea, and wil force that fide, not onely with his wordes and 

perfwafions, but alfo with that powre and authority that he hath, and 

will labour to bring other to the fame opinion, as many as he can, as 

tiiongh his Opinion ihoulde bee the more true, the moe fauorers 

that he may get of the fame. By fuch meanes, if we feeke but for [Truth doesn't 

the truth, that is not to bee iudged to be alwayes on the befl fide that most votes.] 

getteth the ouer hand by power, authority, or Suffrages extorted, it is 

not like in the difceptacion Sc inquifition of the truth, as it is in a fight 

or a wreilling ; for he that hath the ouer hand in thefe thinges, hath 

the vi6tory ; and in the other, hee that is fometimes put to (ilence, or 

otherwife vanquifhed in the iighte of the woride, hath the vidory and [Why should 

conqueft of truth on his fide. Since wee contend but for the know- Truth split into 

factions t] 

ledge of the truth, what fhoulde wee deuide our felues into fadions 

and parties ? but let the matter be quietly difcuifed, tryed, and ex- As Consta;f- 

amined, by men to whom the iudgement of fuch things appertayneth. ^J^^ ^^ -^^ 

And prouide, in the meane time, that ne3rther party do vfe any vyolence the time of 

agaynfl the other to bringe them by force to this or that fide, vntill 

the whole or mofl part of them, to whom the difcufcion of fuch 

things appertayneth vnto, ^doe freely confent and determine the [i FoL 54, hack] 

matter. That is the onely way to defcide fuch controueriies; and (ince [Let ail aaes- 

^ . It 1 tiota he discusst 

this contencion mult once haue an ende, it were better take an end by experts, and 

the majority 

be times, then too late, when percafe more harme fhal haue enfued of decide.] 
this daungerous Scifme, as hath already done in other parties, euen be- 
fore our Eyes, And in like thinges hath before this time bene feene, 
of fuch fort as it is too lamentable to bee remembred. what loife of 
Chriflian men, what diminifliing of the Chriilian fayth, what con- 
tinuall warres hath the Fadtion of the Arrians bene the occaiion of? 
did it not feperate and feuer at length all Afia and Affricke from the 
ChriiHan fayth ? Is not the Religion, or rather the wicked fuperflicion, 
of the Turke graffed ouer this Arnan Sect ? did it not take his founda- 
tion thereof? As there is no dyuiiion more daungerous then that [The only way 
which groweth of matters in Religion, fo it were mofl expedient and b ^ £veT'^' 
neceflary to bee quikely remedied, which cannot bee done by any Council.] 
other way then by a free and generall counfel, that hath bene al- 
wayes from the time of the Apoftles, who iiril tooke that remedy 
(euen to their dayes) the onely way to quiet and appeafe all contro- 
ueriies in religion. And no doubt the holy Ghoft, as his promife is, 
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wilbe prefente iu euery fuch aflembly that is gathered together by no 
force or labor of any affedion. But now wee will fay, thonghe wee 
woald for our partes fet a fide parciality, and be indifferent and vie no 
cohercion to get numbers & voyces that fhoulde fauour our partes, 
who can promt fe that the Byfhoppe of Rome and other Prelates would 
doe the fame ? Surely, if yee did fay fo, yee fayd a great matter, for 
they be men, & much more fubied to afFe6Hon? then yee be. But I 
(halbe bolde after my manner to tell my minde herein, afwell as in 
other thinges. I take all thefe matters that be now a dayes in contro- 
uerfie to be of one of thefe fortes : that is, either touching the profits 
and emolumentes of the Prelates & Myniflers ^of the church, or 
touching pointes of religion. As touching thofe articles that coTiceme 
religion, I would wifhe that they had onely the difcufcion thereof, 
which ought and haue vfed alwayes to haue the iudgement of the 
fame ; & as touching the articles that conceme the profits of Ecclefi- 
ailicall perfons, I would haue thefe left to the difcufcion of the feculer 
powers, becaufe it concemeth feculer thinges onely ; where no man 
neede milhuft, but that the Maieftrates will prouide an honorable 
lining. for that kinde of men that ferueth fo honorable a roume as the 
minifbation of Gods holy word and his Sacraments. Furthermore I 
woulde wifhe in thinges touching the by (hop of Rome, & his iurifdi[c]- 
tion, that he fhould be fet a part, & fome otla^er indifferent perfons 
chofen, by chriftian Princes, to diredt or be Prefidentes in the Coun- 
fayle, while his matter is in handlinge (if it pleafe Cfiriftian Princes 
to houlde a counfayle with that Whore of Babylon,) for no man is 
meete to be a ludge in his owne caufe. Here I haue but briefly 
touched the fummes of things after my fimple phantafie, referringe 
the alowing or reie^ng of all or fome of them to your better iudge- 
ment. 

I am forry that it is fo late that wee muft needes depart nowe. 

And fo bee wee, in good fayth -, but wee truft ere you departe the 
towne, to haue fome communication wyth you agayne. 

I will bee glad, if I tarry in the towne. But as yet truly I knowe 
not whether I (hall rema3mehere beyonde too morow morning, which 
if I do (in any thing that my fimple iudgement will reach vnto you) 
you (hall heare my farther opinion ; in the meane time, I pray you fo 
to thinke of mee as of one that if I haue fpoken any thing which may 
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bee preiadiciall to the commonweale any way, I am ready to reuoke 
it, and to yeelde to the iudgement of any other man that can fhew 
how all theie griefes, or the more part of them, ^may bee remedied by 
any other better meanes ; for I know, of many a thoufande in this 
lande I may worfle ipeake in fuch a wayghty matter. And fo here 
for this prefente I take my leaue of you all. 

And thus wee departed for that time -, but on the morrowe, when 

I knewe maifter Dodor was gone out of the towne, I thought not 

meete this communication fhould bee loft, but remembred at the leaft 

in mine owne priuate booke, to the intent, as opportunity fhoulde 

(erne, I might brynge forth fome of his Reafons in places where 

they might eyther take place or be aunfwered otherwile 

then I could. And therefore I haue noted the 

fayd communication briefly of this forte, 

as you fee. 



[The Doctoi's 
willing to yield 
to any wiser 
Doctor of the 
Social Evils of 
his day.] 
C> FoL 55> back] 
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[I've set down 
shortly the 
Doctor's 
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[P/?0CLAMAC/ON FOR THE ABASSING OF COYNES.] 

[March, 1561.] 

lAshm. MS. 1 148, leafsg$.'] 

By the Quene. 

ALTHOUGH the Quenes Maiestie had determyned (aftre 
the torayng of the base and copper moneyes to fyne Sterling 
moneyes, Whiche to hir greate honor, and the weale of the Reakne 
was ended aboutes Michellmas last) to have forboren for the ease of 
hir people from the amendment of the valine of the same ijne moneys, 
for some convenyent tyme, and with some kynde of moderation 
therein : Yet is hir Maiestie nowe, vppon many and necessary cawses 
newely happened, moved and induced, though to hir owne private 
greate chardge, to alter this hir former purpose, bothe for the tyme 
and the moderation in the doing thereof. Whereof emonges other 
cawses, the rashnes of a greate sorte of people, shewing their wytt 
owte of season, and the covetoosnes of a greater sorte, are the princt- 
pall : the one by spredding thoroughe the realme of rvmors that f rome 
one markett-daye to an-other the money shold be decryed, meanyng 
, thereby to prevent vnseasonably and vntymely, hir Maiesties Determi- 
nation, (for staye whereofe hir Maiestie gave ordre by proclamation, 
but as it nowe appereth, not thereby remedyed, by reason the same 
rvmors were before-hand vniuersally spredd and dryven into mens 
heades by sinistre meanes) ; the other sorte, taking hold of thes rumors^ 
and onely vppon covetoosnes furdering the same, have allredy vniuer- 
sally enhaunced the prices of all thinges to be solde for money, accord- 
ing to the rate as thoughe the moneys were allredy decryed. And 
nowe for that it is evydent that the vniuersall expectation for the 
decrye of the money, is, by meanes of these former rvmors, so con- 
stantly and depely setled in mens heades; and thereaftre the prices of 
all thinges so highly enhaunced, that vntill the moneys be in dede 
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brought to the vallue at the whiche they were entended and ought to 
be, not onelj the meaner sort of people, as laborers in husbandrye, 
handycraftes-men, and suche like, but also all serving-men, Soldiors 
and others, lyving onely by pention or wages, and therewith hying their 
victell and sustenaunce 5 shalbe pytefuUy oppressed with vnreasonable 
prices and derth. Therefore hir Maiestie, having compassyon of their 
estate, for the releffe of thejrm, and for the remedye of suche a will- 
full Derth, and consequently with one dede (that hereafter of neces- 
sitie ought to haue followed) to make suche a fynall certeyn end and 
honorable establishment of the state of the moneyes of this realme, 
as hathe been long wished, and is never hereafter to be chaunged ne 
altered. By the advise of hir Counsell and of many other noble, 
W3rse, and expert men, Dothe declare, and by this proclamation dothe 
ordeyne; that all maner of moneys now curraunt within this realme 
shall, aftre this proclamation, be vallued and curraunt as hereafter fol- 
loweth. And so shall remayne withowte chaunge, being in very dede 
the Standerd that hathe contynewed and remayned in this realme> 
sence the sixt yere of king £dward the fourthe, her Maiesties greate 
grandfather, and so all the tymes of king Edward the fifte, king 
Richard the thirde, and king Henry the vii'^, and so forthe vntill the 
Tv]^ yere of the reigne of king Henry the eight, hir Maiesties father, 
whiche b so ryche and good as none canne be better for the state of 
this realme thereby to florish and growe in wealthe and good ordre. 
First, the Moneyes of gold shalbe curraunt as followeth : 

(Souemyne ) ( That ) /xxs. \ / Shalbe \ ( xiijs. iiijd. 
half souerayne f J was cur- f ) x s. I cur- J J vj s. viij d. 



w 



vs. 



gold { p J Crowne ( i raunt i ) v s. ( raunt ( - ^- 

Ihalfcrowne ) \ for ) vijs.vjd. J 'for / ( xxd. 

Straunm ) " I ffirenche crowne) ( That was ) ( YJ s. ) ( Shalbe ) ( iiii s. J 

Secondly, the Moneyes of Siluer shalbe curraunt as followeth : 

ffync V , Shilling \ / xij d. ^ 

ster- I ^ Ualf shilling: / (Thatwas) I vjd. / ( Shalbe ) 

ling > ^ ^ Quarter shilling } I curraunt M "J <*• M curraunt > 

Sil- Vr /Three half pence V ( for ) / jd.ob. \ ( for ) 
uer ' ^ Three ferthing^ ^ ^ ob. q. ' 

And forasmuche as there be three other peces of siluer moneyes 
curraunt in this realme, that is to saye, a grote, twoo pence, and a 
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penny, the which cannot be redaced to anj good and even rekoning 
one by one, Hir maiestie meanyng that no person shold take more 
harme by theym then by hir other moneyes, Dothe ordeyne that three 
of the same grotes shalbe curraunt for eight pence, and three of the 
saide peces of twoo pence shalbe curraunt for a grote, and three of the 
saide pence shalbe curraunt for twoo pence. And for that the quant3rtie 
thereof in the realme is not greate, and yet cumbenom to the people to 
paye one by one, Hir maiestie is pleased, betwixt the end of the next 
moneth and novembre following, thoughe it shalbe to hir pryvate chardge, 
to delyver at hir mynt, for every of the saide three peces, asmuche other 
fyne moneys as the same be nowe vallued by this proclamation. 
And all this, hir maiestie wold to be accepted of all good naturall 
subiectes, as one of the principall actes tending to the recovery of the 
auncyent fame and wealthe of this realme ; and that no credytt be 
gyven to malitioose, busye, and envyoose persons, that either of ignor- 
aunce or malice shall deprave thb noble acte : Wherein hir Maiestie 
evydently susteyneth at this present so greate a burden in hir present 
treasure, as (were it not for respect of the commen weale) ought not 
to be by hir Maiestie home. But hir principall care is, with godes 
grace and speciall assistaunce, to preferre allwayes the weale, suertie, 
and honor of this Realme, before hir owne pryvate weale or estate/. 

Gyven at the Palace of Westminster, the daye of Marche, the 

fourthe yere of hir Maiesties reigne. 1561. 

Ood save the ftuene. 



[Endorsed: — "] 
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p. X. A learned acquaintance at New College writes : 

" As far as my own observation goes, I should certainly agree in 
considering that * the tone of W. S.'s book is not that of a man of 27.' 
One phrase which is put into the Doctor's mouth, 'these 40 years' (I 
forget the exact context [p. 51 below] ) would hardly have come naturally 
from a writer who had not seen 30. Nor can I see sufficient evidence 
to identify the William Stafford of New College with the * Conspirator ' 
of 1587 

" The Briefe Conceipt is not in our College Library ; nor is it appar* 
ently among the books given to Winchester College Library by W. 
Stafford." 

The passage my correspondent alludes to is on p. 5 1 below, where the 
Doctor says : " I haue heard within these xL yeares, when there were 
not of these Haberdashers that selles french or Millen Cappes . . . and 
such thinges, not a dosen in all London." If we may identify our W. S. 
with his Doctor, this settles that he was not Lady Dorothy Stafford's son, 
specially when it is confirmd by other like sayings by the Doctor, on 
p. 27 ^aue you not seene how many learned men haue bene put to 
trouble of late, within this xx. or xxx. yeares) ; p. 28 (where he speaks of 
the old prices of caps, shoes, and horse-shoeing) ; p. 40 (if that kinde of 
inclosing doe asmuch increase in xxx. yeares to come, as it hath done 
in xxx. yeares past . . . ) ; p. 64 (where he contrasts the old wages, &c. 
with the new, and says, " I know when a Seruingman was content to go 
in a Kendall coate in Sommer," &c.) ; p. 68 (where he refers, as having 
livd in them, to * the later yeares of King Henry the eight,* who died Jan. 
28, 1547) ; p. 81 (*our Coyne at this present day, yea, and many yeares 
pasty hath recouered his aunciente goodnesse ') ; p. 86, 87, 89, &c., all 
implying that the speaker was old. But, as I have noted in my Fore- 
words, W. S. may be speaking only dramatically through the Doctor 
(cp. *ours,' 'yee laye men,' p. 91 ; p. 92, &c.) If so, we must notice 
that W. S. identifies himself, the writer of the treatise, with the Knight, 
on p. 32, p. 75, and in the last paragraph of the book, p. 99, " therefore 
I haue noted the sayd communication briefly of this sorte, as you see." 
If then the Knight represents William Stafford, he was probably older 
than the Doctor, for not only does he refer, near the top of p. 33, to his 
buying pigs and geese 30 years ago, but near the foot of the page he pro- 

' The Notes and Indexes are mainly by Miss Isabel Marshall of Bedfoxd.— F. 
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bably implies that he had Abbey or priory lands given him by Henry 
VIII. in or soon after 1532 A.D. But the safer plan is, no doubt, to rely 
on the general tone of the book, to which I appeald at first ; and I do 
not think many readers will differ from the conclusion of my correspond- 
ent and myself on the point of the author's not being a man of 27. — F. 

p. xii. ]Villiam Stafford and the Popish Plot, Mr Greenfield sends 
me a further note (29 July 1876), which is interesting, but contains no 
evidence as to the authorship of the Brief e Conceipt : — 

'* The difference between us as to the author of the ' Compendium ' 
is narrowed to a question of likelihood. 1 think the balance is in favour 
of the son of Queen Elizabeth's Lady of the Bedchamber. 

" Excuse me for suggesting that you do not seem to understand the 
part which William Stafford played in the project of Des Trappes. 
This branch of the Stafford family was strictly Protestant, of the Calvin- 
istic type. In the reign of Mary, Sir William and his wife, with their eldest 
son and daughter, migrated to Geneva, where their youngest son — after- 
wards Sir John Stafford, Kt — was bom and baptized in Jan. 1555-6, 
John Calvin being the godfather. 

'' William, their second son, was not a popish plotter. He may have 
been an intriguer and infonner of Walsingham's. The political morality 
of that age was not what it is now. Plot was met by counterplot 
Elizabeth and her Lords of the Council ' knew well how to throw the 
responsibility of odious measures upon their instruments.' Success was 
rewarded, whilst failure was disowned and not unfrequently punished. 
The system of spies and informers was at its height ; and Walsingham, 
as Secretary of State, employed both largely. 

" January 1 586-7 was a vf^ry critical time for the Queen and the minis- 
ter. The Babington conspiracy had only just before been stamped out It 
had been preceded by those of Somerville in 1 583 and Throgmorton in 
1 584, besides a general commotion of opposite religious parties. In 1 584 
the Earl of Leicester organised the association ' against popish con' 
spiratorSy which was mainly to strengthen Elizabeth's hold over the 
Scottish Queen's liberty and life. More recently the commission for the 
trial of the Queen of Scots had pronounced sentence of death against 
her. Pretexts were sought for justifying Elizabeth's signing the warrant 
of execution. The King of France had sent over M. de Bellievre as a 
special envoy to intercede for Marjr's life. He had discharged his 
mission before the end of December, and was now demanding his 
passport of return, which he received on 14 January 1586-7. Such are 
facts. Need I paint the effect of the situation upon an aspirant for court 
favour ? The hope of reward, if he succeeded in implicating any of the 
members of the French embassy in a plot for getting rid of Elizabeth 
and saving the life of Mary ? 

'' Whether he were a volunteer, or an agent of Walsingham's, the 
effect of success, or failure, would be the same. Stafford tells us, 
however, that Walsingham directed him to go on with the affair. 
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''The statements of StafTord and Des Trappes as to who first took up 
the project of assassination are contradictory. Anyhow, Walsingham 
could not have believed that Stafford was in earnest, even if it emanated 
from Stafford : otherwise, we may be sure he would not have come out 
of the Tower alive. As it was, Stafford failed in committing any of the 
French embassy in a plot, and of so adding a justifiable pretext for 
Elizabeth's signing the warrant for the execution of Mary. Hence it 
became colourably necessar>', for the credit of Elizabeth and her minister, 
to imprison Stafford. So much as to Stafford's doings in this matter. 

'^With regard to the author of the Compendium, I think Dr Bliss's 
assertion, viz., ' Besides him* (W. Stafford, M.A., of Ch. Ch. in 1618) 
'was another of the same name, but before in time,' &c., must be 
restricted in its application to an Oxford Student, and not generally. 
This construction strengthens the claim I make for the Fellow of New 
College as the author of the Compendium.** 

p. xiii. Note that our Wm. Stafford had studied Moral Philosophy ; 
p. 12, 1. 26-7.— F. 

p. 12. Image = representation. Cp. Hamlet, III. ii. 248. 

p. 14. ^^ there comes me in.** This is another ofthe so common instances 
of what Grammarians call the Ethic Dative, found constantly in Greek. 
It occurs in Shakspere over and over again : Two Gent, of Verona, IV. 
iv., " he steps me to her trencher " ; "he thrusts me himself into the 
company" ; &c., &c. 

p. 21. " There may be , . that they had.** Cp. Lovis Labour Lost, 
I. i. 71. 

p. 23. compleat/. This may be an example of the adverbial inflexion 
in -e common in Chaucer. See Morris, Introduction to Prologue, p. xL 
There is another instance, uprights, on p. 24. 

p. 24. to ear. Cp. AlVs Well that Ends Well, I. iii. 

p. 27. esteemeth. " The plural of the pres. indie, ending in -eth was 
the ordinary inflexion for all persons in the Old English Southern Dia- 
Iccts." — Morris, Int. to Chaucer's Prologue, p. xxxviii. 

p. 33, 1. 6 from foot : any. Is this for many, or a use of any = some ? 

p. 34. Meany : cp. Chaucer, meynd, K'nts. Ta, 1. 400 ; Nonnes Priests 
Ta. L 573. Mod. French m^nu. — I. M. 

As meine is one of the words that Stanihurst calls ' Chaucer English,' 
I take the opportunity of reprinting all he says on the English talkt in 
Ireland : — 

" Howbeit to this daie, the dregs of the old ancient Chaucer English 
Old English in are kept as well there [in Wexford] as in Fingall, as they 
Fingall. terme a spider, an attercop ; a wisp, a wad ; a lumpe of 

bread, a pocket, or a pucket ; a sillibucke,* a copprous ; a faggot, a 
blease or a blaze, for the short burning of it (as I iudge) ; a physician, a 
leach ; a gap, a shard ; a base court or quadrangle, a bowen, or rather 
(as I doo suppose,} a barton ; the houshold or folks, meanie; sharpe, 
1 Sillybttuk, a syllabub. L<ji£9/iiMi>«.— HalliwclVs Gloss. 
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keene ; estrange, vncouth ; easie,eeth' oreefe ; a dunghill, a mixen. As 
Bftter. for the word * bater,' that in English purporteth a lane, 

bearing to an high waie, I take it for a meere Irish word that crept 
vnawares into the English, through the dailie intercourse of the Eng- 
lish and Irish inhabitants. And whereas commonlie in all countries 
the women speake most neatlie and pertlie, which Tullie in his 
third booke De oraiore, speaking in the person of Crassus, seemed to have 
obserued : yet notwithstanding in Ireland it falleth out contrarie. For 
The promin- the women haue in their English toong an harsh & brode 

uationofthe , . , ^ ... , r , .... 

imh women. kind of pronuntiation, with vttenng their words so peeuishue 
and faintlie, as though they were halfe sicke, and readie to call for a posset. 
And most commonlie, in words of two syllables they give the last the 
accent : as theysaie,markeat, baskeat, gossoupe, pussoat, Robart, Niclese, 
&c : which doubtles dooth disbeautifie their English aboue measure. 
And if they could be weaned from that corrupt custome, there is none 
that could dislike of their English."— 1 586. Richard Stanihurst, The 
Description of Ireland^ Holinshed's Chronicle, 1587, voL iL p. 11, coL i, 
L 28— 58.-F. 

p. 37. Brass money, 

French Soldier, Est il impossible d'echapper la force de ton bras? 

Pistol. Brass, cur ! 

Thou damned and luxurious mountain goat, 
Oflfer'st me brass }— Henry K., IV. iv. 17— 21.— P. A. Daniel 

p. 40. *' Men do tume . . . but only sheepeP This passage, with those 
on p. 46 and p. 80, is strong evidence of the existence of the Old Teu- 
tonic Arable Mark. See Maine's Village Communities, Lect. III. 

p. 49. " Surely common . . men the more** Compare with this the 
following passage from the official letter given to Sir Hugh Willoughby 
and Sir Richard Chancellour in 1553, when they set out on their 
famous voyage of discovery. It is quoted in the Introduction to Adam 
Smith, from Hakluyt, VoL III. p. 231 : " For the God of Heaven & 
Earth, greatly providing for mankinde, would not that all things should 
be found in one region to the ende that one shoulde need of another ; 
that by this means, friendship might be established among all men and 
every one seek to gratifie all . . .*' 

p. 5a foreign trifles exchanged for English valuables. Compare 
Harrison, Book 1 1, chap. 9, p. 235, col. 2, ed. 1 587 : "I think no nation can 
haue more excellent & greater diuersitie of stuffe for building, than we 
male haue in England, if our selues could so like of it But such alas is 
our nature, that not our own, but other mens, do most of all delite vs ; 
& for desire of noueltie, we oft exchange our finest cloth, come, tin, and 
woolles, for halfe penie cockhorsses for children, dogs of wax or of cheese, 
twopennie tabers, leaden swords, painted feathers, gewgaws for fooles, 
dogtricks for disards, hawkeswhoods, and such like trumpcrie, whereby we 
1 A.S. MiS«. Ae. 
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reape iust mockage and reproch in other countries.*' See too chap. 10, 
p. 236, col. i,L 50/' one trifling toie not worth the carriage, coMming (as 
the prouerbe saith) in three ships from beyond the sea, is more woorth with 
vs, than a right good iewell, easie to be had at home." And chap, i, p. 
221, col. 1, 1. 27, '* And it is so sure as God liueth, that euerie trifle which 
commeth from beyond the sea, though it be not worth three pence, is 
more esteemed then a continuall commoditie at home with vs, which far 
exceedeth that value." Also, Book II., chap. 19, p. 323 of my edition. — F. 

p. 51. the MilUner: the dealer in goods imported from Milan. The 
name has narrowd into that of the maker or seller of ladies' bonnets, 
hats, caps, &c. — F. 

p. 51. glasses: on the general use of glass drinking vessels, see Har- 
rison, Book II., p. 147 ; and Falstaff" in 2 Hen, /^., II. i. 155, " Glasses, 
glasses is the only drinking." Also F. Thynne's Emblems^ &c. p. 62, L 
8, " glasse vessells for banquettinge are dailie had in pryse." — F. 

p. 51. vile claie^ &c. : the silex and potash to make glass of. — F. 

p. 51. frypie {pebble) stones and Feme rootes. Compare Harrison, p. 
147 : " The poorest also will haue glasse if they may ; but sith the Vene- 
cian is somewhat to deere for them, they content themselues with such as 
are made at home of feme and burned stone^^ — F. 

p. 52. Wool exported^ and wrought abroad. Compare Harrison, 
Book III., chap. 10, p. 236, ed. 1587 : ** Some of them [foreigner traders] 
can sale without anie teacher, that they will buie the case [ = skin] of a 
fox, of an Englishman for a groat, and make him afterward giue twelue 
pence for the taile. Would to God we might once wax wiser, and each 
one indeuor that the common-wealth of England may flourish againe in 
hir old rate, and that our commodities may be fullie wrought at home (as 
cloth if you will, for an example) and not caned out to be shome and 
dressed abroad, while our clothworkers here doo starue and beg their 
bread, and, for lacke of dailie practise, vtterlie neglect to be skilfull in this 
science." — F. 

p. 64. Excesse in apparell and fare. Compare Harrison, Book II., 
chapters 7 and 6, p. 167—172, p. 144— 155.— F. 

p. 64. " Countenance^' fair shew. Cp. Measure for Measure^ V. i., 
" Unfold the evil which is here wrapt up in countenanced 

p. 97. " hee that is sometimes . . truth on his side/* There is a 
passage similar to this in J. S. Mill's Essay on Liberty, ch. ii. p. 16, 
People's Edition. 
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ARCHAIC WORDS AND FORMS. 


A, to, p. 27. 


Chargeable, p. 46, expensive. 


A doe, to do, p. 15. 


Cheape, sd, p. 35, bargain, price. 


Aduyses, p. 12, L 12, opinions. Fr. 


Chearished, p. 47. Fr. cMereTf to 


avis. 


cheere, to cherish, &c. 


Afore, before, p. 22. 


Ciuilion, p. 40, L 7 from foot, one 


Agayne, prep, against, p. 40, L X2 


learned in the Civil Law. 


from foot 


Civile, p. 21, civilized 


Agglettes, tagged points, p, 5a 


Civility, p. 26, civilization. 


Appayred, grew worse, p. 8a 


Qeane, p. 19, proper, neat, well ap- 


Areses, pieces of Arras tapestry 


pointed 


hangings, p. 66. 


Close, p. 14, private. 


Assay, p. 45, try. 


Come in place, p. 30. 


Assoyle, resolve, explain, p. 96. 


Commodities, commodiously, con- 


Assuered, p. 43, sure. 


veniently: "lying commodities 


Away,yS?r do away, p. 66. 


for them,** p. 66, 1. 3 from foot 




Competently, p. 49, enough. 


Basing, p. 49» cowering. 


Compleate, p. 23,. completely. 


Ben, p. 80, been. 


Conceipt, conception, idea, p. 67. 


Biefes, p. 35, L 4 from foot, oxen. 


Concertation, p. 27, conference, p. 


Booty, remedy, p. 18} same as 


20, 23, comparison. 


Boote, Chaucer's Prologue, 1. 424. 


Conjunct, p. 23. 


Bouchers, p. 7i» butchers. 


Conservation, p. 1 5, preservation. 


Bread-corn and malt-corn, p. 46. 


Considered 0/, for fy, p. 35, 1. 25 ; 


Broode, sfi. breeding, stock, p. 43, 1. 


consider me, p. 34. 


la 


Countenance, *fair shew,* state, p. 


But, only, "liveth but a hundreth," 


63, p. 64, and note. 


p. 22. 


Cut, slasht, p. 64, 1. 6 from foot. 


By, during, "lived dy all that 




space," p. 23, and p. 26. 


Damozins, p. 54, damsons. 


By, on, "lived dy their day 


Dearth, deamess, p.47,1.4from foot. 


wages," p. 16. 


Declination, decline, p. 65. 


By course, in order, p. 63. 


Devise, p. 12. Fr. "Dti/isf nu 


By likelihood, p. 82, probably. 


Speech, talke, discourse, a con- 


By means it being, p. 80, by means 


ference or communication." — 


of its being. 


Cotgrave. 




Disceptation, p. 12, 1. 7 from foot 


Can, know, p. 25. 


Fr. ^^ Diceptation . . disputation. 


Censure, p. 12, line 21, opinion. 


contention, arguing, debating, rea- 


criticism. 


soning, about a matter." — Cotgr. 
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Discussion, distinguishing, p. 24. 
Dispend, p. 95, spend. 
r>ispleasaunt, p. 43, 1. 3 from foot, 
displeasing. 

Elare, to plough, p. 24, and note. 
£lke, p. 72, also. 
Elnhaunse, p. 28, raise. 
Knsearch, p. 30, 1. 3 from foot, 

search out, seek for. 
£nter-comminers, p. 86, inter-com- 
moners. 
£ntermedled, p. 86, intermixed. 
Cquipolent, p. 22, of equal power. 
Erable, p. 41, L 15 from foot, 

ploughable, arable. 
Estats, states, condition, p. 20. 
Esteeme, p. 58, estimate. 
Evangclicall, p. 94, preaching the 

gospel 
Exercise, tillage, practise it, carry it 
on,p. 44,1. 15. 

Feate, p. 12, 1. 13; p. 41. Fr. 

^faict : m. A fact, act, motion, . . 

sdso, an allegation, proposition, 

argument, or article, in pleading/' 

— Cotgrave. 
Feate, manufacture, trade, p. 46, p. 

69, 1. 19. 
Fetched at, p. 51. 
For, before infinitive, for to helpe, 

p. 18, like Yx.pour aider. 
Freating, p. 59, fretting, biting. 
Fryseadowes, p. 51, ? Frisian fine 

cloth. 
Furniture of her warres, equipment 

for them, p. 24. 

Carded, braided, ornamented, p. 

64, L 6 from foot 
Gardes, braidings, ornaments, p. 

65, 1. 19, 20. 
Gettings, earnings, p. 29. 
Goeth clear, is free from blame, 

p. 27. 
Good, better, best, used as a term 



of comparison, '' good cheap," a 
good bargain, p. 34 et passim. 

Graffe, g^ft, p. 24* 

Groundely, p. 55, fundamentally. 

Growing of, proceeding from, p. 7a 

Haleth, p. 31, haul, pull. 
Handy labour, p. 41. 
Hath bene, p. 40, have beea 
Have in charge, p. 11. 
Him, it, p. 82. 
l^xSygen, its, p. 81. 
Holde, p. 35, L 5, holding, farm. 
Holpen, p. 33, helped. 
Hoyssing, p. 82, hoisting. 
Husband, farmer, husbandman, p. 
32, &c. ; p. 40, 1. 4 from foot. 

Image, p. 12, picture. 

Impulsion, p. 78, impulse. 

In maner, p. 21 ; in manner for, p. 

15 ; maner, welt : ''well maner 

of things." 
Inning, p. 24, getting in. 
Intend, p. 69, 1. 20, devise, create. 

Lay forth, bring forward, p. 42. 

Least, p. ^^^ lest. 

Leaver, p. 37, rather. 

Let, hinder, p. 94 et passim. 

Licked themselves whole, p. 28, 

91. 
Longe of, result of, modem vulgar 

along of, p. 16. 
Luker, p. 48, lucre, money, gain, 

profit. 

Maintenaunce, in, of, p. 41, in sup- 
port of. 

Manurance, holding or handling (?), 
p. 63. 

Manure, p. 63, p. 77, to cultivate. 
Cp. Othelloy I. iii. 328 : " sterile 
with idleness or manured with 
industry." 

Meane, p. 41, means. 

Meany (mainy, p. 84), household, 
following, p. 34, p. 64, and note. 
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Member of Philosophy, p. 12. 


Poulder, powder, p. 29, L 5 from 


Minishy p. 19. 


foot 


Misterye, p. 69, trade, business. 


Prety while, a, p. 32. 


Mbe, more, p. 22. 


Provoked, p. 12, L 1 1, p. 47, L 8 from 


More, greater, p. 32, L 11 from foot 


foot, calld on, stirrd up. 


Mought, p. 80, might 


Puke, French, p. 64, 1. 7 from foot 


Move, p. 12, 1. 8 from foot, touch 


'Explained by Baret, a colour 


on, discuss. 


between russet and black. **CJkt' 


Muttons, p. 35, L 4 from foot, sheep. 


dro scuro, a darke puke colour," 


Myne, p. 68, my. 


Florio, p. 97.'— HaUiweU's Glos- 


Neare, p. 76, nearer. 


sary. 
Pull, p. 30, pull up, pluck out 


Non, not, p. 23. 


Purchased, procured, p. 25. 


Nor, no, p. 21, double negative, like 
Fr. 


Pylate, p. 26. 


looted SL^/or noted as a, p. 14. 


Rear com, to grow it, p. 46. 




Refreshing, sb, p. 41. 


Occasion, take, p. 69. 


Remember, remind, p. 66. 


Occupied, carried on, practist, p. 


Reporte me, I, p. 29, I appeal (to 


47, L 18. 


you). 


Occupier, p. 89, 


Resemble, compare, p. 26. 


Occurrents, occurrences, p. 23. 


Resemble, to, of, p. 15. 


Of, p. 46, L 5, by. 


Respect, to have, to, p. 28- 


Of my faith, p. 27 ; of aU hands, p 


Rise at your hand, p. 35, 1. 20^ rise 


iSf/oron, 


from, be caused by, your hand. 


On, complain,/?r 0^ p. 13. 


Romth, space, p. 57. 


Ordered, p. 27, L 10, arranged. 




made accessible. 


Scripture, hath not red scripture. 


Other, for others, p. 15. 


p. 26, studied. Cp. Fr. Scavoir 


Over, besides, in addition to, p. 8. 


moult (Tescripture^ to be learned. 


Owches, p. 50, ornaments, jewels. 


or skilfuU in, or well acquainted 




with, most bookes. 


Paines, punishments, p. 47. 


Scene, a man universally, p. 32, 


Pass my compass, p. 12, go beyond 


cultured. 


my limit 


Selled,p.78,sold, 


PaynefuU, p. 47, 1. 1, trouble-taking, 


Set by, p. 25, 26, to value. 


laborious. 


Sette, lease at a fixt rent : "sette 


Penner, p. 50, 1. 5 from foot, pen- 


your land," p. 35 ; " price is so 


case. 


set," p. 35. 


Percase, perchance, perhaps, p. 41, 


Shale, p. 26, husk, shell 


Li3,&c. 


Shiftes, p. 35, L 14, turns, tricks. 


Perfit, perfect, p. 23. 


Should^ p. 22, 37, would. 


Peruse, p. 63, examine. 


Sith, p. 30, since. 


Phantasies, fancies, p. 68. 


Skant, scarcely, p. 14. 


Physicke, Physics, p. 24, L 2 from 


Slake, p. 93. 


foot 


Smarte, p. 81. 


Plentious, well to do, p. 19. Sorte, of that, p. 74, in that way. 
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Spake, p. 32, spoke. 

Sparkes of gold, p. 51. 

Spoke, p. 45, spoken. 

Stay, at a, p. 28, at a fixt level, per- 
manent. 

Stent, sd. p. 35, L 4, stop, point. 

Stented, fixt, stopt, limited, p. 63, 
66. 

Stricke, strike, p. 6a 
. Subjection of, subjection to. p. 21. 

Such who, p. 27. 

Suerty, p. 30, safety. 

Sweeped, swept, p. 66. 

Taken, p. 12, considered. 
Tallage, p. 86, 1. 8, duty, tax. Fr. 

'Uaiile: I A taske, or tax; a 

tallage, tribute, imposition." — 

Cotgrave. 
Taryng, p. 22, tarrying, remaining. 
Than, then, p. 11, 14, i?. 
That that, that which, p. 23, 66. 
That, /or those, p. 23 ; /or that 

which, p. 22 ; y&r what, p. 12. 
This, adv. thus, p. 35. 1. 7 from foot 
Thorough, p. 30, through. 
To, in addition to, p. 23. 
Trade, p. 91. 
Travaile, p. 21. 
Trespass, break (the law), p. 85, 1. 

13 from foot 
Trimming, ornamentation applied 

to houses, p. 66. 

Understanded, understood, p. 56. 
Uprighte, uprightly, p. 24. 
Use, p. 38, to be in the habit of. 
Uttered, p. 69, 1. 8, put forth, ex- 
ported, sold. 

Verbs. 
Infinitive Moody used for Sub- 
junctive. 
Societie to grow, p. 49. 
to the intent to eat, p. 14 ; to the 

intent to continue, p. 41. 
in hope to come, p. 16 ; ground to 
sustaine, p. 72. 



Used for Modem dependent Indic- 
ative Clause. 

" I . . confess . . that, . . yet the 
dearth . . io remain and con- 
tintu^ p. 81 ; "to assure . . . 
the same to be," p. 60. 

Used for Present Participle, 
have given over to live, p. 17 ; 
heard of it to do, p. 54. 

Past Participle in -en. 
are growen, p. 59. 
is comen, p. 66. 

Indicative Mood, Present tense, 3rd 

pers. plural, ending in -eth. 
Esteemeth, p. 26, note. 
Conueieth, p. 66. 
Standeth, p. 31. 
Sing, number after plural nouns, 

&C.: 
some excelles, p. 12 ; other that 

followes, y&r others who follow, 

p. 15 ; inclosures . . . causes, p. 

15 ; men sendes, p. 20, &c. 

Verderers, p. 66, ? Fr. " Ouvrage de 
verdure^ Forest worke ; or flour- 
isht worke, wherein garde^fs, 
woods, or forests, be represent- 
ed."— Cotgrave. 

Vente, p. 84, last line; cotu^e. 

Ventered, p. 50, sold. Fr. vente^ 
sale. 

Vility, p. 85, 1. 3 from foot, vileness. 

Wall, driveth me to the wall, puzzles 

me, beats me, p. 35. 
Weaking, weakening, p. 40, 1. 17* 
Weild, p. 77, L 3 from foot, wield, 

manage. 
What, p. 18, which. 
Whether, p. 79, where, whither. 
Which, p. I4» who. 
Whom, p. 21, those with whom. 
Wist, p. 45, knew. 
Would, p. 41, should. 
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AjaXt wife of, 76, 77 

ApdUs^ 12 

Apples^ cargo of, at Carmarthen, 54 

ArabUy scarcity of^ discussed, 40--42, 

84 ; remedy proposed and discussed, 

43-50» 84-86 
Architecture^ use of writers on, 24 
Arians, 97 

AruMle, his opinions on gold and sil- 
ver currency, 56, 57 
Arithmetie, uses of, 24 
Army, standing, discussed, 73 
Arte, man to be credited in his own, 

12 : what artes are to be encouraged, 

88 
Artes, the seven liberal sciences, 25 
Artificers, their grievances, 16, 27 ; 

three sorts of, 71, 88 ; foreign — ^to be 

encouraged, 89— -91 ; country — to be 

subject to some town, 91 
AstroHomy, its uses, 24 
Author, member of philosophy, moral, 

12; his reasons for, and plan in, 

writing this, 1 1 — 13 

Balance of trade, 50 
Barley, price of, 35 
Barr, throwing the, 16 
^«f^Atf,93.9S 
Brutowe, its chief trade, 89 
Buildings, increase of^ 66 

Casar, 24, 73 

Cap, price of, 28 

Capon, price of, 33, 35 

Cappes, restraint on import, in Parlia- 
ment, 53 

Carmarthen, its treatment of foreign 
apples, 54 

Carrying trade, law concermng, 53 

Cato, would restrain excess, 65 

Cause and effect, 76, 77 

Chickens, price of, 33 » 

Church revenues, results of confiscation, 
66 

Cicero, his opinions quoted, 15, 47, 76, 
96 

Civil Law, 39, 40, 60 

Clergy, complained of, 91 ; their faults 
and how they may be remedied, 92 
-98 



Clothiers, supposed danger of, to com* 
monwealth, 68, 69 

Coin, debased : first used, 28 ; injurious 
to princes, 67 ; why should it matter 
wfaAt sort of, we use amons our- 
selves ? injurious to foreign trade, 37 ; 
is it cause of dearth ? 79, 80 ; fidse : 
suspected utterance of, by foreigners, 
38, 61, 62 ; old : exportation of, 
forbidden, and current value re> 
duced, 62 ; Ronun, 60 

Coinage, use of, 60 

Columella, 24 

Commodity, staple, of country to be 
encouraged, 42 

Common fields, 40^ 86 

Commonwealth, great alteration in, of 
late years, 1 1 ; danger to, if prince 
wants treasure, 29, 67 ; no league 
adverse to, to be dierished, 53 ; 
foreign alliances advantageous to, 7a 

Community, classes of, how aflfected by 
rise in prices, 63 ; condition of, 64, 67 

Complayntes, of husbandman, 14, 17; 
of capper, 16—18; of knight, 17 — 
20 ; of doctor, 19--20 ; recapitula- 
tion of, 31, 75 ; primary cause to be 
sought, 75—77 

Com, free export of, advocated, 44, 45, 
85 ; free trade in, 49 

Cosmography, use of, 22, 23 

Country, condition of, 16 

Coventry, chief trade of, 89 

Currency, preferable to batter, 39 ; 
effects ot debased, 55 ; necessity of 
fixed value for, 55, 56, 60^ 61 ; ad- 
vantages of gold and silver, 57 ; must 
be regulated by reference to univeisal 
market of world, 68 

Dearth, its first appearance, 28, 55 ; 
who suffer most from, 29 ; its pecu- 
liarity, 32 ; suggested reasons for, dis- 
cussed : (i) nse in rents, 32—35 ; 
(ii) rise in prices, 53— 36 ; (iii) inclo- 
sures, 40—43 ; (iv) importation of 
trifles, 51 ; efficient cause of, 80 ; 
causes of continuance^ 82 

Diomedes, 38 

Divinity, how studied, 26, 96. See 
Religian, 



Index. 
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Dcver^ 77 

EfficievU causet 76 

Endcwments^ 18 

Englandt state of, at this time, 16 ; de- 
scription of, by Pomponius Mela, 71 ; 
compared with other countries, 72, 

Essex, 40 

Experience^ use o^ 21, 22 

Extravagance in (kess and fare, 64, 65 

Ftaruiers^ prosperity of, discussed, 72 
Foreign craftsmen^ English jealousy of, 

89 
Foreign trade, influence on prices, 36— 

39 ; in trifles, 51, 61 ; discussed, 54, 

68,87 
Foreign work^ cheaper than home, why ? 

53 
Foreigners* See Strangers. 
France, condition of, 70 
Free trade in com, its advantages, 49 

Ganges, gold found in, 51 

GenSemen, their grievances, 17 — 20, 27 ; 
condition ol^ 63, 64 ; does cause of 
dearth lie with? 32—34, 39 

Geometry, use of, 24; rlato required 
knowledge of, 26 

Germany, prosperity of, 72 

Glaucus, 38 

Gold, its uses and qualities, 58, 59 

Goose, price of, 33, 35 

Griefs* See Complayntes, 

Harvests, plentiful, 43 ; fail every seven 

years, 47 

Hen, price of, 33, 35 

Homer, 38, 39 

Horse-shoeing, price of, 28 

Husbandman, his grievance, 15 — 1 7, 
28 ; does cause of dearth lie with ? 33 
— 35» 39 ; condition of, 45, 48 

Imports, lists of, 16, 37, 49 ; foreign 

manufactures, 50 
Inclosura, complained of, 15 ; question 

of, discussed, 40^ 41 ; a cause of, 77 ; 

efficient cause of, 84; where there 

are most, 46 
Income, what was formerly a sufficient, 

19,82 
Iron, insufficiency of, in country, 36 

Justices of Peace, 15 

Kent, 40 



Knight, See Gentlemen, 

Labourers, wages of^ 29 

Lands, rent mostly stationarv, 33 ; 
owners farm their own, 81, 82 ; dl^ 
tribution of church, 66 

Learned men, scarce ; why, 25 

Leamingy advantages of, to common 
weal discussed. 20—23 » kittle valued 
now-a-days, 26 ; causes of decay of, 27 

Logic, what, 24 

London, gentry flock to, 64 ; extrava- 
gance of, 65 

Luxury, growth of, 64, 65 

Manufactures, home, to be encouraged, 
53, 68, 87 ; what may be carried on 
in England, 88 

May games, 16 

Merchant, his grievances, 16, 17, 28; 
alwajTS best off, 28 ; policy of foreign 
and others considered, 36, 37 ; d(^ 
cause of dearth lie with? 78. (See 
Harrison's opinion in his Description 
of England, p. 131.) 

Mmt, 30 

Music, one of seven liberal arts, 25 

Nations which ^;ain the mastery, 21 
Noblemen, condition of, 63, 64 
Northamptonshire, 40 

Opinions, diversities of, accounted for, 
25 ; remedies suggested, 91 

Pactolus, gold found in, 51 

Paper, foreign, cheapest, 52 

Pastures, increase of, 15, 40^ 46, 84 ; 
must supersede tillage, 43 ; cause of 
profit in, 84 ; advisable to tax, 86 

Perowe, gold in, 5 1 

Philosophy, moral, knowledge of, useful, 
24, 25 ; author member of, 12 

Physick, knowledge oi, useful, 25 



Plough-tail, a sanctuary, 85 

Buralitia, 93. 95 

Pomponius Mela, 71 

Prices, rise in, 28, 33, 64 ; influence of 
one article on others demonstrated, 
34 ; effects of compulsory lowering 
o^i 35> 36 ; influence of foreign, on 
that of home commodities, 62, 63 

Princa^ wisest, have many counselTois, 
1 1 ; suffer from dearth, 29 ; do they 
gain or lose by alteration of coin? 29, 
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Procuraiums, 93, 94 

Produce, Haw, exported and retttmed 
worked, 51, 52; home, should be 
nuuiufiu:tured at home, 53, 87 

Proverbs : — Fooles sometimes speake to 
the purpose, ii ; As many heads, 
so many wittes, 11 ; Its merry in 
Hall whan Beardes wags all 95 

Pyihagortu, 26, 96 

Rdi^on^ divisions concerning, lamented, 
25 — ^27, 91 ; late persecutions of 
learned for, 27 ; two great errors in 
those who study, 96 ; now truth is to 
be sought, 97 ; general counsel pro- 
posed, 97 ; subjects of controversy, 98 

RtiU^ relation to prices, etc., 18, 32-- 
35 ; effect of lowering, 35 ; radud 
rents, 82 

Restraints^ advocated, 52, 53 ; whether 

» our, touch leagues with foreigners, 53 

Retorique, what, 24 

Revets, x6 

Roman army, 73 

Rome, excess in, 65 

Rye, price of, 35 

Salt, insufficiency of, in country, 36 

Sciences, seven liberal, 25 

Scripture, ignorant interpretation of, 26 

Searchers, 38, 62 

Serving men, condition o( 64 ; wages 

of, 29 
Several holdings, 40 
Skoet, price of, 28 
Silvery preferred l^ henJds, 58; its 

good qualities, 50^ 59 



Solon, 47 

Stamp, every town to have its own, for 

its goods, 91 
Stone, throwing the, 10 
Strangers, does chief cause of dearth lie 

with? 78 
Students^ young, chaiacter of, 25, 26, 96 
Subsidies, 30 
Synods, 9^ 

Tagus, gold sought in, 51 

Tillagf, See Arable. 

Towns, causes of decay o( 87 ; sng- 

gested remedies for, 89 — 91 
Tnsde, value of, to princes, 70 ; balance 

of, advocated, 5a See Foreign, 
Treasure, increase o( in country, 82 
Tully. See Cicero, 

Universities, 20^ 25 ; rarity of scholars 
at, 27 

Vdvet, price of, 36 

Venice, 69. 89 

Veterinaria, knowledge of, useful, 24 

Vigetius,^^ 

Vilrmnus, 24 

Wages, rise in, 16, 64 

Wakes, 16 

Warre, to be provided for, 65, 66 

Wheat, price of, 35 

Window gtcus, 50 

Wool, is export of unwrought, to be re- 
stricted ? 44, 50, 68 ; worked abroad, 
52 ; price of, 35 
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